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READER 


— HES E ingennous Novell, 
2 5 or rather 2 of Matters 
$ nl f Fact, may not only be di- 
15 WY, 5 re but uſeful and pro- 
| MI 141 fitable for the Conduct of 
2. Per ſons of all Pualities, and 
9 Conditions. and for the Encouragement of 
fr Virtue, and the diſcouraging of Vice : when 
by theſe ſurprizing Examples, they may ob- 
ſeve the Reward of Chaflity, the Folly of 
> old Alen in Love; the Diſaſters attending 
nunlawful Amours ; "the Puni ſoment of Scan- 
dal; the Ambition of Women; and the 
Recompence of Conſtancy in Love z with ſe- 
veral other Accidents and Events, which 
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To the Reader. 


enchanted Caftles, formerly invented by Monks 


x and Fryars; and it is ſaid, are ftill taught 
3 the Families and Children of Roman Catho- 
licks in Ireland, inſtead of Teftaments, Eſal- 


ters, and Primers, to keep them in profound 


Ignorance, and prevent their baving the 
leaft Ray of Knowledge. I doubt not but 


theſe Novels will find acceptance, fince the 


Language is ſo refined, and the deſign ſo. 


Innocent, That we mey ſay the Author bas 


a verified that ſvying of the Poet, 


He certainly doth hit the Right, 
Who mangles Profit with Delight. 
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Twelve 


certainly muſt be more entertaining than 
+: thoſe vain and ridiculous Stories, and mon- 
bf AHrous Tates of Grants, Anights, Ladies, and 
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NOVEL © 


The H murable Infidelity. A Nobleman in vain ſoliciting. : 
a young Woman to be his Miſtreſs, employs his & eward 
to bring her, with great Offers to a Compliance: who 
Pitying her Innocency, earneſtly diſuades her againſt it: 
She afterward being left a great Eſtate, Maries the 
Steward as a Reward for his good Counſel. 


| N the Kingdom of France lyeth a Pro- 
PSPS vince, named Perche, well repleniſhed 1 
wich Woods and Foreſts, where ſtand- 
en Illuſtrious Houſe of the Name of 
Fluerdal : The Lord whereof governed 
his Family wich no leſs Prudence than n which 


eth a Caſtle which gives Title to an 
A 3 
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made him to be tregarded and honoured, not only byhis 
own Tenants, but by all the Inhabitants of the adjacent 
Country. | | | | 

. Soſoo, the eldeſt Son of this Nobleman, who much 
reſembled his Father in outward Lineaments, yet was 
vaſtly different from his Humour; the good Man ex- 


av - we SE ** W e K. | 


treamly abhorring Debauchery, and particularly Gam- 


ing, (wherein his Son was a great Proficient ;) becauſe 


he was ſenſible that a Wiſe-man never expoſes his 


Eſtate to hazard, and that this Vice often ſwallows the 


did not allow him what was proper for a Gentleman, tho' 
he wanted nothing but what was ſuperfluous; That Lord 
knowing, that to fill a bottomleſs Bag, and ſatisfy rhe 
extravagant Deſires of unruly Youth was equally m- 
poſſible. N | ET 


Bur S»ſio being generally very Fortunare, and winning 


great Sums of Money, it encouraged him to go on, 


Fortunes of a Family at once. His Son, like other Pro- 
digals, ro excuſe his Crime, complains, chat his Father 


and ſo by degrees the Habit of Gaming was made, as | 


we may ſiy, natural to him, and he grows ſo famous, 
or rather infamous thereby, as very much grieved his 
Father; whoſe ſharp and threatning Reproots had no 


manner of Effe& upon him: And whereas this Nable- 


man maintain d his Port and Grandeur by good Hus- 


bandry, and other Juſt and Honourable Ways, this 


young Gallant appear d ſo ſplendid in Attendants, Ap- 
parel, Horſes, and all other Accommodations, that it 
was apparent, he muſt either ſin himſelf into Debt, 
or elle by bis ſubtile Ways and Methods ruin thoſe who 
were ſo unhappy as to play wich him; bur the firſt of 


theſe not appearing, namely, that he ran into Debt, 


the ſecond was concluded ro be the means. of his pre- 
ſent Grandeur, though to the ſcandal of his Family 
and Reputation. But theſe Children of good Fortune 


do by experience find, chat chey ſometimes meer with | | 


Loſs, 


282 r ONT <Y 


who under a Country Habit, appeared to be a charming 


his Withes: But the being reputed no leſs Chaſte that 
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'Lofs, that Cards and Dice are as uncertain as War 
or Arms, and that the moſt lucky Gameſters often 
loſe all they get, and are reduced to Beggary and 
err... | 

If Play ſed Svſio into many Diſorders, yet Love, who 
is the Child of Idleneſs, Paſtime, and Plenty of Money, 
made him ſenſible how eaſy it is with che ſhining: 
Metals of Gold and Silver to enter the ſtrongeſt Towns, 
and overcome the Modeſty of the moſt inſenſible Vir- 
Em. How many Danacs did he ſurprize with this. 
Shower, and how many inconſiderare Women were 
diſhonoured by him, by virtue of this Sovereign Me- 
tal. It is evident, chat S % burning with a | ghe ſen- 
tual Fire, it was oon quenched after Enoyment, 
whereby he deluded ſome wich Promiſes and Flatteries, 
Pur more with Preſents, whoſe Effects are much more 
powerful than Words; ſo that many yielded co his 
Allurements, his Converſation having ſtiong Charms to 
move Affection; eſpecially in the Country, where 
Women are not ſo crafty as in Cities, and Poverty 

nerally reigning there, they are more ſubject to be 
Frprired and deceived, eſpecially when Gold darts its 
Beams into their uncultivated Souls. And again, the 
Nadbility and Geviry in che Country do o. ten proceed 


from Authority to Violence, not content to be Land- 


lords if they advance not their Royalty into Tyranny, 
of which am now to give vou an example. 

Sofio was inform'd, that in a Village near Neighbours 
ing to his Father's Caſtle, there was a young Maid, 


Beauty, which made her the Diſcourſe of all the young 
Beaus that had the hap to fee her: He no ſoener fix 
his Eyes upon this adorable Object, but his Mind wag 
inſtantly inflamed wich ſtrong Deſires to enjoy her, and 
flittets himſelf that by his Quality he may ſoon obrair 
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Flair, yetJhe did not doubt, either by Courtſhip, or what 
he had found more effettual, Money, to prevail over 
Her Averſion; he then purſues his Defign with the 
| greateſt eagerneſs, in hopes to ſatisfy his brutiſn Ap- 
petite, by diſhonouring the Maid, who for her glorious 
and invincible Chaſtity we ſhall call Caſtule: She ſhur 
her Ears to all his Illufions, and as much as poffible 
| , avoided his Company, not for want of Wit, or from 
Country Stupidity; but by being ſenſible what bad Ef- 
fects Evil Converſation produceth ; for by her ſharp 


{ Repartees, Dexterity, and Wit, in Anſwer to his Im- 
pertinencics, it appeared ſhe ſurpaſſed the ordinary 


Education of thoſe that were of the ſame Age and 
Condition. 
S9ſio being no leſs diſturbed by the Virtues than by 
the Beauty of Caſtule, at length pretended to change 
his Battery, and perceiving there was no Acceſs to, or 
Poſſeſſion of her but by the Honourable Way of Matri- 
| | mony, reſolved to prefer Virtue before Novility, tho” 
* he was ſenſible of the apparent Difficulties that he 
b ſhould find in proſecuting his Deſign ; eſpecially ſince 
the diſcovering his Intentions to his Miſtreſs, met with 
f no Credit from her, or that he 1poke ſincerely or from 
the bottom of his Soul, who had ſo often deafned her 
Ears with falſe Oaths, and vain Proteſtations, and that his 
former Offers of great Gifts and valuable Preſents were 
only laid as Traps and Snares to ruin her Virtue and 
+ Chaſtity ; this being the common Fate of Lyars and 
Deceivers, chat when they ſpeak Truth, and mean ho- 
neſtly they are not believed. +; | 
In this Perplexity the little Credit that Caſtule gave 
Fro his Diſcourie, driving him almoſt into Deſpair ; He 
chen reſolved to attempt her by the Mouth of another, 
ind chought none ficter for his Service than Antonio his 
'Seward, the Son of one of his Father's Tenants ; whole 


ie: ond. Fidelity be: bad former Experience gfe, To 
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lim therefore he unboſoms the ſecrets of his Heart, 
aſſuring him, that his Paſſion for Caſtule was arrived 
to fuck an Extremity, chat he could not poſſibly live 
without the Poſſeſſion of her; conjuring him, that if 
he defired the Preſervation of his Life he ſhould aſſiſt 
him in this Enterprize, ſerioufly proteſting that he had 
a abſolutely renounced all his former Arts Which he had 
employ'd to debauch her, and was fully refolved to 
marry her; but ſince he could not perſuade her that 
his Intentions were juſt and real, he deſired Antonio 
to perſuade her not to withſtand her own good For- 
tune, which with a ſmiling Countenance preſented it 
ſelf ro her. But, as Nature will rebel, he at length 
| ſeemed to intimate, That if Antonio could prevail upon 
her by any manner of means to comply wich his un- 
chaſte Flames, both ſne and he ſhould be recompenced 
to their own Content; ſince that marrying her would 
be attended with ſo many unhappy Conſequences; 
which yet he was reſolved to venture, if nothing bur 
Matrimony could obtain her Compliance. 
Antonio was ſurpriz d at his Diſcourſe, and plainly 
tells him, That he wondred he ſhould have ſuch baſe 
Thoughts of him, as to imagine he would be guilty 
of ſuch lewd and mean Service, which ſaid he, 1 
; ſhould reſent in other Terms, did not your Quality re- 
ſtrain me: So ſio, that knew how to change the Scere 
to excuſe his Crime, My-dear Antonio, ſays he, pardon 
my Paſſion, for thou art ſenſible that Love is ſuch a 
Tyrant over Reaſon, that it corrupts the judgment; 
tis true, I have attempted the Chaſtity of this young 
Maid by dijhonourable Means, but my Defires are now 
purified, and my Flame is commendable, as aiming at 
nothing · but law ful Marriage, and herein I deſire your . | 
Aid, ſince the Emp'oyment is commendable Sir, re- 
ply'd Antonio, There is nothing ſo mean but I will 
lerve you in, provided it be not uniuſt and jhameful, 
AS Og 
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I will 'drefs' your Horſes, till your Land, my Birth nut 


1 


| | Fa 
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being ſuch bur may count it an honour to be em- 


7 hong your Service; bur to act contrary to Juſtice 
and Heneſty that I will never do, tho it coſt me my 
Life; for I had rather die wich Honour than live with , 


Shame and Ignominy, I am ſenſible of the Difference 


between thoſe Actions chat proceed from paſſion, and 
thoſe that are attended with Reaſon; I will object no- 


thing againſt the Beauty and Virtue of chis prudent 


having made choice of her to ſettle your Affection up- 


on, nor:of the meaneſs of her Birth and Eſtate; for 
whatever che inequalicy be, Love hath ſo blinded your 
Underſtanding, as not to conſider calmly of it; if you 


were independant of any but your ſelf, you might paſs 


by all other Conſiderations; but being in Subjection to 
your Father, his Will in this Caſe ought to be an inviolable 


Law, and you can never expect he will comply with 


Virgin, wich would be to wrong your Judgment for 


your. Deſires in this Match, whoſe Humour is ſo ſevere, | 
that if he ſhowld ever be inform d that I have meddled 
in this matter, tho' it ſhou'd never ſucceed, he wou d 


certainly cut me to Pieces, neither might your on 


Life be out of Danger; and if you ſhould proceed ſe- 


eretly in this Affair without his Conſent, you know he 
hath Power enough to procure a Divorce, and an inno- 


cent young Woman would be undone and diſgraced by 


my Procurement. 


My Friend, reply'd S9ſto, I will not contend with 


thee in this Matter, I am ſatisfied thou haſt all the Rea- 


ſon on thy fide, and I only Paſſion on mine: However, 


ITrather want Affiſtance than Connſe!; find our ſome 
Expedient therefore to relieve me in my preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, and to raiſe up my Spirits rather than to 
drive me into Deſpair.” Try only what thou canſt do 


with this Fair one, and if thou ſucceed herein, thou 


ſhalt not need to fear my Facher's Vengeance, ſince 1 
4 : LR . Wil! 
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Ven take care for thy future Security and Advante- 


ment. Antonio knowing with whom he had to do, pro- 
eceded in this Buſineſs with ſo great Diſcretion, that 
Caſtule began to hearken to his Diſcourſes, and ſpake 
wich fo much Ingenuiry of the Honourable Paſſion of 
his Maſter, that her Looks were not ſo ſevere to Sgſio 
-#s formerly, mildneſs having already altered her 
Countenance toward him; ſo that $o/fo ar his next Viſſt, 
bſerving the calmneſs ot her Entertainment, returned 


(like Mariners after a Tempeſt) to his former Lew - 


-nefs, and began to renew his Courtſhip as before, with: 


out mentioning the dreadful Name of Matrimony: 
Antonio ſerved him with all Fidelity and Loyalty, and 

cCaſtule heard him with a chaſte Ear while his Addreſſes 
were Honourable z but when he underſtood his Maſter's 


Inc onſtancy and Deviation from Virrue to Luſt, he de- 

gan to cry our of the proffigateneſs of his Temper, 
and counſelled her to be careful of her Chaſtity, and 
give no manner of Credit to what ever Soſio ſhould pro- 


poſe to her; of which the Maid was ſo ſenſible, that 
he acknowledged the great Obligations he had laid on 


her in preſerving her Honour, which ſhe more valued 
than her Life, and which ſhould never die in her Me- 


mory. Antonio admiring the Wir as weil as Beauty de 


this Fair Creature, he now treated her not only with 
that Reſpect wherewith he formerly beheld her, when 
he aſſured her of the true Affections of So ſio. But 


declared to her his treacherous Intentions, to have 
ſeduced her by a fecreer Marriage, which he intended 


to forſwear or deny with as much Impudence as he. 
uſed in che Art of Gaming. 5 : 5 

It ſeems a natural Sympathy met in the Souls of Am 
tonjo and Caftule, who found themſelves united in At- - 


fection upon the firſt Motion of being joined together, 


being aflured of the Reciprocal Love which they had 
for each other, and. {yore inviolable Fidelity to one 
| anorhicyy , 
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another, proteſting that no change of Fortune ſhould 
ever alter their Reſolutions. 8 5 
„The impure Flames of S»ſw increaſing daily, he 
in a deſperate Rage charges Antonio that he had be- 
tray d him; who thereupon told him, that the Non- 
compliance of the Maid did not proceed from his 
want of Diligence or Faithfulneſs; but chat he muſt 
needs expect to be rejected, when he changed his 


Stile and Humor, and as I. counſelled her, when you 


treated her upon honourable Terms, to hear, and look 
upon you as an Husband; ſo if I were now of her Coun- 
fe! L would perſuade her to abhor your Proceedings, 
as tendi only to her Deſtruction; what ſaid Sſio in a 
Fury, I find it is by your Adyice then cha: ſhe Arms 
| her Eyes with Diſdain, and Anſwers all my Addreſſes 


with Scorn and Rigour : Antoni) replies, Sir, I doubt 


not bur ſhe is ſo diſcreer that ſhe will altogether avoid 
. your. Company, for fear her Mind ſhould be- infected 
with your Deluſions. So ſio hereupon abuſed him out- 
ragiouſly with injurious Words, and Threats, and like- 
.. wile diſcharged him, as having no farther Occaſion. for 


his Service. + | 


Antonio was very glad to be freed from the Servi 
olf a bad Maſter, but when he went to take his leave 


of the Lord his Father, to retire himſelf home to his 


own: the Nobleman, who had placed him with his 
Son, and knew his Deſerts, retained him to wait upon 
him in his Chamber: The Father had already ſome 
ſecret Notice of his Son's Paſſion for Caſtule, and was 
much concerned, tor fear. his Noble Blood ſhould be 

mixt with that of a Country Wench, as Caſtule was 


_ eſteemed to be, and hoped to penetrate farther into his 


Sons Deſigns by the Information of Antonio, who yet 
carried himſelf with ſo much Prudence and Reſerved- 
neſs that he ſatisfied the Curioſity of one without pre- 
Jadlicing of the other. 5 
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Mlean time Antonio centinues his honeſt Intelligence 
with Caſtule, and advertiſing her of the Enterprizes of 
Fo ſio, he gave her Advice how to avoid them. He con- 
tinually treats her with Letters full of Promiſes of 
Marriage, and Grandeur; but ſhe had ſo much Cau- 
tion, and ſuch Antidotes ſuggeſted to her by the Ad- 
vice of Antonio, that her Heart was impregnable againſt 
all his Allurements. But the exceſs of Paſſion in 
So ſio grew to ſuch a height, that he declared openly his 
Affection to Caſtule, and proteſted that he would either 
Have her for his Wife, or never Marry. This much 
diſcompoſed the Father, who reſolved by all means 
poſſible to prevent che Match, and charges all upon 
cCaſtule, who indeed was the Cauſe, but as innocencly 
as the Rock is the Cauſe of ſplitting the Ship. If this 
Nableman had convers'& with this fair Maid, he would 
have found nothing but Innocence in her Face, Words, 
or Actions, but ſeeing with others Eyes, and by falſe 
Reports, takes her for ſome diſigning Creature, chat by 
her Charms and Complacency made his Son doat upon 
her; and tho' Antonio aſſured him of the contrary, he 
was ſo prejudiced againſt her, that he procures an 
Order from the Magiſtrates to forbid Caſtule to pretend 
any thing in the way of Marriage to Soſw, and to charge 
_ not to offer her any manner of Courtſhip for the 
No ſooner was this innocent Maid informed of this 
Sentence, but ſhe proteſts to wiſn for nothing ſo much 
as to be delivered from his Importunate Pur ſuits, in- 
treating chat this Act of Juſtice may be ſignified to him, 
that he might refrain his inſolent Sollicitings; and to 
ſhew her Reverence to the Magiſtrate; ſhe voluntarily 
renounceth by word of Mouth, aud by writing all man- 
ner of Claim or pretence to this. Marriage, whereof 
through Hamility, ſhe declares her felf unworthy : 

_ $7ſao hath likewiſe a ſhare in this Sentence, at m—_— 
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Noblemen and Gentlemen, who deſpiſe the Forma ities 


of Juſtice, knowing Laws to be commonly like Spiders 


Webs that catch only ſmall Flies, but the great ones 


break through them, and grow more furious by mecting 


with Oppoſition. He ſtill pretending that he deſignec 
nothing but che Enjoyment of his em ot the Jaw- 


ful Gate of Matrimony. 
The Father finding that he could no way reſtrain 


the Paſſion of his Son, ſtill charges all the guilt thereof 


upon the Charms of Caſtule, and pretends that ſhe 
deals in the Black Art, and had inchanted or bewitched 


his Son thus to dote upon her; and being familiarly 


acquainted witch the Lord of the Place where ſhe re- 


ſided, he brings him over to his Opinion, and Cæſtule 
is ſeized wichout any further Proceeding, and ſent to 


Priſon. This uſage touched both 8%19 and Antoni 


e e 


to the quick, the one Raves, Threatens, and makes a + 
great Noiſe, but the other goes privately to the Judge 


who cauſed her to be apprehended, and makes him . 


ſenſible of the Wrong and Injuſtice he had been guilty + 


of in impriſoning an Innocent Maid without any Evi- 


_ dence againſt her. 


The Magiſtrate deterred by the Remonſtrances of 


Ant nio, and the Threats of S/ ſio, reſolved ar laſt to 


ſer her at Liberty, and for fear of being called xo ac- 


count for falſe Impriſonment, ſigns her Enlargement. 


Mean while 8% thinks it lawtul to repel one Violence 


as ſoon as thev had gotten her out. 
Antonio, who had: ſecret Intelligence of his Deſign, 
which tended to the Ruin of his beloved Caſtule, gives 


an Account thereof to the Provoſt Marthal, who was 
not bribed into the Conſpiracy, and prayed him to con- 
| tribute his Power to the Deliverance of this Innocent 


Priſoncr, 
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- by another, and con ults wich fome of the Provoſts 
. Marſhal's Men, who engage to put her into his Power 
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Priſoner, and not to free her from one Misfortune ep 
bring her into a greater: The Provoſt promiſed upon 
his Honour he would acquit himſelf worthy of his 
Charge. The Lord of tlie Caſtle would not admi 
the Provoſt to enter his Houſe ; bur to prevent his 

being guilty. of Rebellion againſt Authority, he reſob- 
ved to deliver her up at his own Gate; but here che 
' * Provoſt was oppoſed by ſome of his own' Archers who 
lad been hired by S %, and were reſolved to deliver her 
into his Hands; but the Catchpoles which were free 
from this Combination, being ſtronger than the other, 
they could not per form their wicked Agreement. 
The Provoſt then put the Maid ſafe into the Hands 
of her Father, who was a Husbandman ; but che poor 
Man fearing the Plots and Violence of Soſio, by the Ad- 
vice of Antonio intreated a great Lady thereabout ro take 
bis Daughter into her Protection, who willingly conſented 
thereto, and reſolved, ro ſecure her againſt all Dangers 
'  Whatſoever. 59% %s Fury hereupon turns into Madneſs, 
| becauſe he could have no more acceſ ro Caſtule; and 
- forgerting the Reſpe@ be ought to have had for this 
Honourable Lady, rhrearens Fire and Deſtruttion to her 
Houſe and Family, if he be not permitted to ſee and | 
converſe wirh this Maid : She rherefore complains ro 
the Lord Fleyerdal, of the Inſolence of his Son; the 
— Father whoſe Severity was very well known, promiſes 
r, to take Care chat the ſhould for the future have no 
e _ Caule to fear. He arreſts Soſio, and confines him to a 
s Chamber in his Caſtle, where he had time to ruminate 
r upon his Follies; and inſtead of his Jolly Companions and 
good Cheer, he had only che Bread of Sorrow and the 
n, Water of Tears to comfort him; and tho' he pre- 
es | rended tp repent heart'iſy of his NMiſdemeanors; yer 
az his Father prudently judging that he ſung this Song only 
n- } To ger out of his Cage, and would ſoon change his 
nt Note if he came into che open Air, continued his Im- 
i | . priſonment 


„ 
Sat 


ene RB 


T | BD. df. A. ar. 
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* priſonment for about ſour Months. During which there 


happened a great Eſtate to fall to Caſtule, fo much 
the more welcome, as it was altogether unlioped 


There died a certain Lady in Tourain, whom we will 


Au Mariana, ſhe was ſomething amient, and in full Poſ= | 
ſeſſion of all her Eſtate. Upon her Deach- bed ſne 


made her Will, and: thereby declar d, That in her 
Father's Life Time, ſhe had contracted a ſecret and 
clandeſtine Marriage withla young Man of Britany, who 
tho* a younger Brother and Poor, yer was a very com- 
pleat Gentleman, by whom ſhe had a Daughter, whom 
by a truſty Servant ſhe had cauſed to be conveyed out 


of the Country, and brought up by a Farmer in Pearch, 


Thar her Husband died in Britam, and that fince 


the Death of her Father ſhame had detaincd her from t 


declaring the Truth, and then ditcovers all the Cir- 
cumſtances neceſſary for finding out this Daughter, 
whom ſhe declares her Heir, and in default of her, 
leaves all to an Hoſpital, She made a Clergy man re- 


- lated to her Executor of her Will, a Man of a good 


Life and great Authority, who took a Journey cxpreſly 
into Pearch, and by the Signs and Tokens given him, 
came into the Houſe of this Honeſt Husbandman, who 
was hicherto counted the Father of Caſtule, The 
Country Man readily acknowledged, Thar at ſuch a 
time ſuch a manner of Man had delivered ro him a 
little Girl of fuch an Age, and with ſuch Cloths and g 
Marks, and withal ſhewed him fome Bracelets of Gold., 
with certain Cyphers and Characters on them, and 
confefled he had received a good Sum of Money for 
bringing of her up, and a Promiſe of a greater if he 
did preſerve her carefully: All this was found agree- - 


able ro what Mariana declared at her Death, and in 


her laſt Will. From thence the Executor went into 
the Lady's Caſtle where Caſtule was refug d, and found 
” | =_ 2 c 3 hea 8 8 | 
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in her Face ſo many Features of the deceaſed Mother, 
that he no longer doubted but ſne was her Daughter, and 
= therefore receives her as being her Guardian; and having 
largely rewarded the Farmer for his Care and Honeſty, 
* he carries her to Tourain, and puts her into Poſſeſſion 
ol an Eſtate valued at 20000 French Crowrs. 
The News of this great Fortune coming to the Know- 
ledge of Soft» and his Father, made him wiſh that 
+Caſtule might be his Daughter-in-Law, and rhe Son 
that he might have her for Ius Wife. But the generous 
4Maid could never forget her juſt Indignation againft 
the Father, for impriſoning her; nor againſt the Son 
— his inſolent Attempt, in ſo often endeavouring to 
*diſhonour her, and would never give ear to either of 
their Sollicitations. Hereupon S2ſo reconciles himſelf 
to Antonio, and con lures him to uſe his utmoſt Intereſt 
to make her comply with his Defires. Antonio, out of 
pure Love and Kindneſs to Caſtule, periuades her o 
Nield to his Suit, repreſenting to her rhe antient No- 
Hility and large Eſtate of the Houſe of Fluerdale, and 
Uke wiſe the extraordinary Affection of Soſio toward her, 
om whom ſhe could expect nothing but the utmoſt. 
Kindneſs and good Uſage: But Caſtule objected againſt 
is violent Temper, cheating Practices, and other de- 
fects in Soſio, which were a ſtain to his Reputation, 
and made her hate and utterly deteſt him. | 
But Wealth was ſo far from altering the Mind of 
_ 33 or from cancelling che Promiſes and Vos that 
had paſt between her and Ant nio, to love each other 
Inviolably, thar ſhe thus diſcourſt him: How now 
Antonio, what do you find in me ſince Fortune ſmiled 
pon me, unworthy and unpleaſing to you? Hath 
Wealth changed my Face or my Manners? Do you 
Ake the Engagements of a Maid to be of no Value? 
And, will; you,., who have. ſo often blamed the. falſe 
achs of: $97, make me guilry of the like Crime: 


a down and raking her by the Hand, which he watere!! 
with Tears, 'Madam, ſaid he, your Diſcourſe, ff rea Voi 


my Ambition reach; but you raiſe ir up, even 


. you make it appear to the World var hows a Sou £4 
lere exceſſive Joy filed his Faculties, fo char! 


Dodo Delightf ul Moc, ? 
Are =. Oarhs I have made you of Love unchangable/ t el 


vaniſned out of your Memory; why, regardleſs o had 


your own Intereſt, do you eſpouſe the Cauſe of a Tray, Pror 
tor who hath done me a Thouſand Injuries ? What man er 


I done fo diſpleaſing in your Eyes, that I ſhould b. 


now diſregarded by you? I am ſtill the ſame I was 


and no change of my State hath altered my Will: raiſe 

have ſo deeply Ingraven in my Soul the remembranceſeithe 
of ſo many Oblig tions whereof I ſtand indebted uit 
-you, chat I beho d you not merely as a Man, but tall 


titular Angel; ſince you have been the Guardian o eſt 


my Integrity from the Contrirances and Violences o W<ad 
the Barbarous So ſio. hoſ 


She would have proceeded, but Antonio kneelin;; 


15 enough to kill me with oy; if otherwiſe, wit 


Grief : I confeſs my Heart is not ſtrong enough to ben that 


ſuch great Felicity as you propoſe to me. The Chang Fru 
.of your Fortune had made me loſe my Hope of re uff. 
raining your Affection, but had not taben from me th mar 
{unakerable Deſire of your Happineſs. Therefore fine & 
ing therr was now ſome equality--harween you an ep. 
Si, T withed you Lady of thar-Houſey*comenting m is & 


 Jelf to ſpend my Days in the Rank of one of you his 


Domeſtick Servants, for no farther did the Bounds 1 — nd 

ng 
vour ſelf, by a Bounty beyond Example, and diſcoveſf a 
o much Conſtancy in ſo great a change of State, ek. 


above the generaliry of your Sex. 


fell into a Soon, when Caſtule, bathing his Face wit! 
her Tears, recovered him from his Trance, and cr 
firmed to him what ſhe had ſaid before, making ti He) 
I IO „ 
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zit cloſe from the Knowledge of her Guardian, till ſhe 
o had taken Poſſeſſion of her Eſtate in Tourain, and then 
1y, promiſed to ſend for him, and give him Poſſeſſion of 
ave4#har and her Perſon. DB W | 
be This new Star no ſooner appeared in Doura in, but 
me had many Pretenders, who were very deſirous to 
. raiſe their Fortunes, and ſo fell deſperately in Love, 
net either with her Money, or her Beauty: She then re- 
tet mitted a large Sum to Antonio, to accomadate himſelt in 
it tall reſpects like a Gentle man, and that he among the 
o Feſt ſhould come to offer his Service to her. She had al- 
o cady gained the Conſent of her Guardian, that of all 
hoſe that addreſt her, the ſnould have free Liberty to 
};r-Fake her own Choice, ſince nothing ought to be more free 
rec from Compulſion than Matrimony, and ſo ſhe gave her 
ea Voice for Antonio, having in or med her Guardian f 
eit the immenſe Obligations whuch. ſhe owed to him; ſo 
x6 that inſtead of diſapproving, he highly commended the 
ing Prudence and Juſtice of the Lady, who could not have 
re {ufficicmly rewarded him for preſerving. her from fo 
th amany Hazards, but by giving her ſelf ro him. 
ine Sſio was at firſt much enraged that Antonio ſhould 
an Weprive him of his Miſtreſs and her græat Fortune; but 
m his Father having married hm elſewhere, he loft in 
ou this new Match the remembrance of his old Flames. 
5 1 thus the Honoucable Iufidelity of Antonio was at 
1 t Length rewarded, who faichfully ſerved his Maſter Saſio 
wilwhile his Pretenſions were Honourable; but when he 
tk. found he muſt be empioy d in Criminal Enter prizes, 
and unlawtul Concrivances, he renounced his Service to 
Preſcrve his Integrity. Mii | On 


ne" 2. NO VE L 
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Mis L, a Gentleman of Train, coming 


che longeſt Days in the heat of Summer, his e 


was very officious in holding 


- — 


„ rn . 


The Lucky Misfortune. A Toung Woman and her Lover 
fly from his Father's Anger for marrying without hu 
Conſent. He is kill d by Thieves, and ſhe wandring; 
about was met by a Gentleman, who was taken! 
with her Modeſt Countenance, being in Mans Apparet,Þi 
and brings her home to his Houſe, His "Wife fall 
in Love with her; but diſcovering her Sex, became] 
familiar with her, which ber. Jealous Husband re- N 
ſenting, fires a Piſtol at her with Powder only, ani] 
_ ber to Death. He marries the young 
Widow. | | Bhi 


from Saumur, was returning to his Houſe, not 
diſtant from the River Indre, and it being one ofFrave 


ſtaying at a Tavern to refreſh themſelves, he loitredi his 
on till he came to the River fide, when preſently aÞ bri 
young Man, indifferently cloathed, with a comely Face,mend 
his Horſe, and helpinewþon 
him to alight. This fair Object had ſuch an effetthgliey 
upon the Gentleman, that pirying the Youths Misfor-little 
tune, who had as Innocent a Countenance as ever hehim ! 
beheld, queſtioned! him what he was, and wherice heg 


Rack 


0 
me, or put me into ſome Service for a Live hood. eam 


yau were never brought up to ſerve, at leaſt in anyſhg o 


Laborious Employment; it is true, return d the Lad, It? 
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my Farher, who was an honeft Merchant, had lived, 
T thou'd not have been reduced to this Miſery ; bur 
Won his Death, his Debts were found far greater then 
Bis Effects, fo that the Creditors carried off all, and 1 
uſt now make a Virtue of Neceffiry, and ſeek my 
Rd kicks TC. STE 
The Heart of Marcel! was mollified at this Youth's 
Diſaſter, and he reſolved to retain him in his Service, 
g whoſe Forehead he faw the Marks of Honeſty and 
Bidelicy, and being weary with ſtaying for his Men, 
E goes into the Boat with this Youth, who named 
imſelf Geron; He had a little Satchel at his 

ng Flaxen Hair waving on his' Shoulders, and a ra- 
ſhing Grace: He held the Horſe Reins when his 
Waſter mounted in ſuch a manner, as ſhewed he was 
ingyor uſed to ſuch Buſineſs. Marcels Caſtle was two 
kecle Leagues from thence, which yer tired our young 
oi Traveller, who entertained his new Maſter with diverting 
bee to make the Way ſeem ſhorter. Being come 


red@Þ his Houſe, and ſaluting his Wife, Madam, ſaid he, 


bring you a new Gueſt, whoſe Countenance recom- 


wa chuſing ſuch a Companion for his Son, and the Child 
Who was named Sulpice, was ſoon acquainted wich 
INGeron, and never pleaſed better then when he was in 
ne. his Company, who was always very diligent and ready 
eve ſerve him; ſo that the Father and Mother were ex- 
od.gfeamly ſatisfied there with, and all the Servants ſtrove 


hatÞho ſhould Love him moſt, nothing being ſo charm. 


ng or obliging as chis Youth's Converſation, 
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But cho Beauty be the Gift of Heaven, yet it proves 12 
ofcen a pleaſing Illuſion of the Senſes, and a dange- Bani 


rous Snare to the Soul; and extends its Tyranny over I d 


the Heart of Flavia, the Wife of Marcel, who was Nee 


tormented and toſſed about between Love and Honour, Frei 


being deeply inſnared with the Love of Geron, and imm 


could contrive no way how to make him ſenſible of ir; in $ 


4 length ſne reſolved to diſcover her Thoughts to her War 
aid, named Luba, which ſhe did, tho' with much tot 
Shame and Confuſion. But this Maid was infected tier 
with the ſame Diſtemper ; ſo that to truſt her wich FS 
the Secret, was in à manner to thruſt her Knife into Pei 
her own Boſom. However, Luba to conceal her own ad 
Sentiments, promiſerh her utmoſt Aſſiſtance to her BY 
Miſtreſs, tho ſhe deſigned the contrary ; yet, thinking 
to have found a means ſo to oblige Germ, that he inſta 
ſhould no longer continve the Diſdain wherewith he whic 
had hitherto repaid her Love; She àcquainted him ME | 
with the ſtrong Paſſion of Flavia toward him. Geron ate 
who had often told Lupa, that he abhorred all ſuch Hat 


Diſcourſes, will give no Ear to any thing ſhe ſaid; Her! 
of which ſhe quickly acquainted her Miſtreſs, and Wur 
perſuaded her to ſpeak to him her ſelf, ſince this Nelp 
| froward-Youfh wou'd not regard any thing ſhe could WS 1! 
offer to him. Flavia was wonderfully diſturbd that 
fhe had in vain declared her ſelf to her Maid, and 3 
not having the leaſt hope of bending Geron to her De. M 
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«x Kriz d to find himſelf alone with a Woman, who by hep 
"© 3 change ot Colour, and other Actions ſufficiene- 
er H diſcovered che Deſires of her Mind, and with his Eyes 
1; faxed on the Ground ſtood immoveable; and tho her 
ir. Preſents were ſpread, her Promiſes large, her Intreaties 
nd immodeſt, her Sighs vehement, and her Tears flowing 
t: If Streams from her Eyes; yet theſe Winds, thele 
255 Waters were as Storms ag linſt a Rock, for he appeared 
ch Arogether inſenfible; whieh at length began to turn 
ed Her Love into Wrath and Fury; had not Geron, who 
HI ſenſible of the Tortures of her Soul, on a ſudden 
o @pened his Waſtcoar, ſaying, Behold theſe Breaſts, 
en Madam, and defire no farther Anfwer, except you 
ner Fill ſee me Dye at your Feet. This Seht fully ſatis- 
ng ed Flavia, char Gehn was a Woman, which in an 
he inſtant rooted all Laſcivious Deſires out of her Heart; 
he Which were fucceeded by Pity, and a defire to know 
im the Fortunes of this young Woman, that ſhe might 
5 8 her ſome Aſſiſtance in her Diſaſters; telling her, 
ich Hat ſince ſhe had ſaved her from the Shipwreck of 
id: her Honour, [- promiſe you, ſays the, I wil conceal 
and Jour Sex as long as you pleaſe; and if you defire my 
thi; Belp, you may ſreely diſcover the Cauſe of your be- 
14g in this Condition, affuring you of all the Aſſiſtance 
chu you can expe, being deſirous, both of the preſer- 
2nd Yatton of your Perſon, and your Honour. | 
De. Madam, Reply d Geron, Misſortunes are ſo conta- 
thi Kn that rhe very Recital of them doth occaſion Di- 
firſ Rurbance in the calmeſt Minds: Let me then groan 
inc ander the Burthen of my Afffictions, and not trouble 
hei Fur Felicity by my repeating of them; bur reſt con- 
ron tented to take Pity on a poor Maid, who puts her 
ntec Honour and her Life under your Protetticn. This Eva- 
Jion did bur increaſe in F/avia that Curinfity which is 
o natural ro Women, and occaſioned her to make rhis 
eply ; As Fhyſitians heal no Diſeaſes of which they 
| | } now 


from the Deach of à Perſon dearer to me than my 
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know not the Cauſe, neither can I help you in Yourgh, 


£ Nh 
preſent Exigences, nor treat you as J ought, unleſs CL 
you diſcover to me the Cauſe of your diſguifing your guffe 
Sex, in whom there appears ſo much Nobility, cho 


| Fo pla 
cCclouded under your preſent Calamiries, as makes it 4 j 


evident to the meaneſt Obſerver, that you are a Perſon o. 
of no mean Birth nor Education. Madam, reply'd Man 
Geron, my Woes are paſt Recovery, ſince they proceed 5 ; 


tict 


Life; ſo that my Miſeries * to be reckoned among yg... 
WI 


incurable Maladies, which not ler me long ſurvive 
him, without whom all the Delights of this World 
have no Taſt nor Pleaſure, In ſaying this, Geron let fall 
a ſhower of Tears, which ſtill increaſed the Deſire of Bis 
Flavia to hear an Account of her Adventures, to which, and 


ar length, tho with much Reluctance, Geron was ob- fiir 


iged to. conſent, and having wiped her Eyes, and ob- B 
_ a truee from her Sighs. She began in this Rai 


manner. 


| the 

Madam, I am a Native of Auſtria, Daughter to a n 
Gentleman, who was called one of the antient Knight- gy, 
hood, and named Grat ian; he hath divers Children, x, 


and Tam his Second Daughter, and the cauſe of the wic 


Diſhonour and Trouble of his Family I was called ½ 7 


Sabina, which was the name of my Mother, who died O 


when I was but Six Years of Age. It is a great un- WI 
happineſs when Daughters loſe their Mothers in their ca. 
Childhood, cheir widowed Fathers being ſeldom ſo nat 


| happy as to find out diſcreet Governeſſes, who will be part 


ſo vigilant over their Daughters as their own Mothers, ina 
and the contempt of whoſe Authority is the open he 
Road through which young Women go aſtray : MyWegy] 
Siſter and I chrew off all Subjection, to follow our 1 
own giddy Humours, love Aſſaulted and took us; yet imat 
there was none bur I ſurprized, as you ſhall under-reſo 
ſtand. My eldeſt Siſter loved a young Gentleman 

Es . Ne 8 — — | whons 


= 
* 
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ur hom ſne wedded not, but to obey the Will of my 
1 Pather, married an o'd Gentleman whom ſhe never 
ur affected, of which ſhe made to me ſuch woful Com- 
10 plaints, that ſhe ſeemed to endure the Torment, which, 
t Jr is ſaid, that Tyrant inflicted, who faſtened dead 
on Podies to the Living, till they expired in that cruel, 
oa bers manner. To avoid this Mifery, I reſolved 
ed o diſpoſe of my ſelf according to my own Inclina- 
ny tion; bur, alas! ro avoid one Miſchief, I fell into a 
Ng orſe. . 5 
luſian, a young Gentleman, bur a younger Brother 
Da of our Neighbourhood, had my firſt Affections, of 
a Aviich I ſhall never blot out the Remembrance. We 
Aived rogerher ſome Years in a pertect Correſpondence, 
ch, and if my Father would have macht us together, no- 
thing in the Earth could have <qualed our Felicity; 
But that unlucky Temporal Intereſts, which is the 
his Ruin of fo many Innocent and pure Affectione, was 
the Deſtruction of our Happineſs; ſince his not having 
da ſan Eſtate equal ro my Fortune, made my Father ab- 
he- ſolutely refuſe to unite us together; bur I fearing the 
en, 'if.:me Deſtiny would tefal me as my Siſter had met 
wich, I was reſolved to purſue a contrary Courſe, Vo- 
led Ju ſian always behaved himſelf to me with the utmoſt 
ied Nodeſty and Kindneſs; ſo that it was rather by my 
un- "own Deſire than his Solicitation that we made recipro- 
er cal Promiſes and Vows of Marriage, accompanied with 
ſo many Solemn Oaths, and dreadful Curſes upon the 
e Parry that ſhould violate the ſame; ſo that now you 
ers, may imagine 1 eaſily yielded to the defires of him 
ben who had already got the Poſſeſſion of my Heart, and 
MyW%could not think 1 ran any riſque to throw my felt 
our into the Arms o my Beloved; We then conſum- 
yet mated our Clandeſtine Marriage without Witneſs, I 
der- reſolving, if 1 ſhould find the Effects of this our ſecret 
mam 85 B 1 E 
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Enoyments, to take flight wich my Husband, rathe 
than undergo che violence of Gratian's Anger. 1 
Mean while a more terrible Storm overtook ug. 
Ainard, a Gentleman of Auſtria, a Widower, aba fl: 
35 Years of Age, found ſomething in my Face th 
peaſed kim. He was a Match ſo advantageous, cl W 
to ſee me, to deſire me, to ask me of Gratian, 4 Wit 
obtain me, were all ſuch ſudden Blows, that I ha . 
neither time to foreſce them, nor to defend my . en 
from them. My Father, wichout conſulting my W. 
and Inc ination, had given me to Minard, and I mu 1 
diſpoſe my ſelf in a few Days to receive him for n. 


i 


Husband ; if a Thunderbo'r had fallen at my Feet, '$* 
could not have been more aſtoniſhed, I made no A 1. 
wer to my Father, for what would it ſignify to o 1 
poſe cold Excuſes to lus ſtrong Reſolutions, thougt . 


deſiened to thwart his Purpoſes, when it came to 0 fr - 
Extremity; fo that Gratian took my Silence for Co ih 
1cnt. EE. PE =p 
Next Day my Amorous Widower came to. viſit os; 
and after the firſt Complements at our Interview, vs. 
lud, he came to offer me his Service, with che r 
lovance of my Father, my Father, ſaid I, hath 1 
obliged me ro receive your Service, and it is ve 


Severe that Free Perſons ſhould be given away w:th* 2 
their own Conſent ; I am born his Daughter, buc 7 8 
his Slave; however, I declare to you that I belong 4 
2 greater Maſter, having made a Vow to him t Pur 
made Heaven and Earth to dedicate the Remainder y 


my Life to his Service. If it had pleaſed you to h 
ſeen me before you ſpoke ro my Father, I had ſavy, 
you the Labour of asking a Thing you cannot lauft pur 
obtain, nor poſſeſs without Sacriledge, | 2B 
Never was any Man more ſurpriz d than Min 
when by this open Declaration he ſaw the Foundam., | 
ef his Hopes undermined, for he was a great By 
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n Religion. He made no other Anſwer, but that he 
Was lorry he had been troubleſome to me, jet that he 
believed a Diſpenſation from my Vow would Remedy 
bis, if I would adhere thereto, I reply d, That a Diſ- 
penlation ſuppoſed ſome reaſonable Cauſe, and that E 
; x" yp no neceſſity ro revoke a Vow which I had made 
pithout Neceſſity. He communicates my Anſwer to. 
h. my Father, who falls into a violent Faſſion, menacing 
me wich injurious Words and Threats; He had got 
dme Knowledge of my Affection to Voluſian, and had. 
m. Rrictly forbidden me to have any Converſe with him, 
Ind did believe that I made this Vow in deſpight ot 
bis Prohibition, affirming, that I could rot niake a 
Yow without his Conſent : He was informed by a Ci- 
Vilian, chat a Diſpenſarion might be eaſily obtained for 
Maney, and ſoon procured the ſame, All things are 
ug P for my betrothing, and Articles ſigned be- 


5 ' dearHusband to manifeſt Danger. We therefore conſulted 
1 f togerher how to prevent the Danger we were in, and at 
15 ngth concluded to retire diſguiſed out of Auſtria into 


ich, me part of France; My Spouſe had formerly born 
> ow for the Emperor in Hungary, crowned with many 
Victories againit the Turks, and in Caſe of purſuit we 
5 ght Sail into England, and hide our ſelves from the 
Fury of Gratian. He then clothed me in Man's pparel 
you ſee, and in this manner we leave Auſtria, and 
Paſſing through Champaign and Burgundy, enter the” 
wil urbonois, to get to the River Loire, there to embark 
i dur ſelves for the Province of Britany. 
But my ill Fortune ſtill purſuing me, it happened thar 
In croſſing a Foreſt we were ſet upon by Four Thicves, 
Vho gave Volufian two Wounds before he cauld put 
= i | Hunte 
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himfe!f into a poſture of Defence, who then drawing 
his Sword ran him through that aſſau'ted him, to ra 
vinge whoſe Death, the other three toon. diſ patcht nt 
Husband, I being affrighted wich the gliccering of 1. 
m.ny Swords, fled away into the thickeſt part of oh 
Wood, where I remained till Midnight in wotul Fea? ( 
and Apprehenfions ; ar laſt, under the Moons pat 
Light, I began to ſeek what I dreaded to meer wit 
where, alas, I found Vo!yuſtan naked on the GroungF h 
the Thieves having ſtript him, and pierced him chr1 
in ſo many nlaces, chat it may be choughe many we! 2. 
given him after he was dead: Ar his Feet lay th. 
Villain he had killed, who was naked alſo, whoſe Faq 
they had mangled, that he might not be known; I 
10 overcome with Sorrow, that nothing but the heinougy 
neſs of Self- murder detered me from deſtroying m 
ſelt; I paſt the remainder of the Night in unconce 
vable Grief and Trouble: If 1 ſhould return to n 
Friends after fo groſs a Fault, I was not certain how ers 
ſhou'd be received by them; and being in an unknovgl 
Country, I knew not what Courſe to follow; at enge 
I refolved to reſign my ſelf to Providence, and i 
Travel towaad Britany, of which my Husband had e 
ten told me. When I had wet his Corps with n. 
Tears, I fled from that infamous Wood, for ſear 
being apprehended and charged wich the Guilt * 
:Jurder, | 5 | 
Having paſſed the River Loire, I happened to arr! yg 
ar the Indre, when my Maſter came to the River ſid 
I helpt him off his Horſe, and ro mount again; why 
we came on the other fide he asked me who I w. lea 
I made him belicve what J pleaſed, ro conceal my re ＋ 
Dilgrace, and my feigned Relation ſo affected hig, 
that he brought me hirher to wait upon your 80 
an Employment proportionable to my Strength, ay 
Whercin 1 intend to expect with Patience how Heavih 


o 


Twelve Delightful Novels. 29 


Hl diſpoſe of me; and fince, Madam, you feem 10 
prmpaſſionate my Mis ſortunes, and I doubt are 1ome- 
of What diſcompoſed ro hear the Account of them, I. 
F Mymbly deſire you would pity me 10 tar as to CONC? Air 
1 Secret which you have commanded me oh Au- 
p \aÞſc to you; whereby I may preſerve that imall Re- 

wirmainder of Honour, which a milerabie n. doch 
dun Net retain, and whom exceſſive, tho lawful Love to a 
a-band, harh reduced me to theſe Extremities wherein 


thrg3 | 
7 IOW am. 7 4 
wel 4 


Geron ending her Diſcourſe, fell on her Knees he ſore 

NRvia, who in ſympathy mingled her Tears wich 

"thoſe of this diſcorſo ate Woman, and kiſſing and 

embracing her, promiſed never to forſake her, but 

greafter to ſhew her the Affect'on of a Mother to a 

Daughter. Reaſon now took ꝓ ace of unlawful Paſſion in 
via, who no acted from a more pure Flame of Love 

ad Friendſhip. Eut it was not fo wich La, wha 

Was much diſquieted ar the daily Refuſa's and Con- 

tem pts of Gerin, which the foolith Wench attributed 

ste the Pride he took in tlie Inioyment of his Miſtreſs; 

k d rho' Flavia had aſſured her, that her Love. to 


NOV 


a ron was converted into Friendſhip, and that Geron 
Was the moſt Chaſt and Virtuous Yourh in the World 


The imagined that this Diſcourſe of her Miſtreſs was 
th conceal her owa Happineſs in her beloved Adonis, 
ar: We indeed her Suſpitions were nor altogether ground 
| ſs : For Flavia now conſidering Geron as a Woman, 
wh ed a great deal of Freedom with her, admitting her 

into her Chamber at ſuch unſeaſonable Hours, that the 


eaſt credulous would be apr to ſuſpect. 


1e This raiſed in Luba a deſperate Jea'onſy, ſo as to 
@mmir a baſe and cr:acherous Act, which had a Tra- 
g ca! Event, and a M'sfortune which gave birch to 2 
Proſperity, wich thus happened. Lupa perceiving 
mat all her ſo:licicings of fair Geron were but loſt La- 
'F + bour, 
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hour, and ſtung wich Anger at his Refuſals and Diſz ” 
dains, reſolved, ſince the could nat compats her I Oe ic 
to revenge her telf upon her Rival Miſtreſs, as the princi Hav 
Pal Cauſe of her Diſquiec ; and thereupon gives ſuck wich 
an Account to her Maſter of the ſecret Commerqgrie. 
between Flavia and Geron, wth ſuch probable De their 
monſiration, that Marcel no longer doubred but h fHm 
was diſnonoured by his Wife. To revenge this ſeem mar 
ing Injury, he pretends ro lye Abroid on: Night, ant 10 
by the help of Lupa hides Himſelf in a Cuooſe g h 
rear his Wiefs Apartment: Flavia took great de jg... 
Fghe in converſing with Geron, and in hearing hin e. 
relate the Affairs of his Family and Country, and o Her: 
his Love and Fortune, who uſed to come and diſcour. de 
wich her whoan ſhe was in Bed, till ſne fell aſleep the 
While ſhe was in this Poſture, Marcel is preparing Fir a5 
and Sword to deſtroy theſe Innocents, as thinking h prei 
had now apparent Evidence of his Wifcs Falſhood © 
He ſtarts forth of his Ambuſcide, and with his Piſto gc 
in his Hand, cries out in a great Rage, h! curſe / 
Woman, row 1s the time thou ſhalt waſn away mi þ 
ſpotted [Honour with thy Blood, and that thou and tl! 


Bul'et had ſaved, as if a flaſh of Lightning had dazle c 


i * 15 4 N 
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7 his Eyes, ſtood in ſuſpence at theſe Words; whe . 
4 .Geron, more dead than alive, caſt her felt at his Fee 
140 and discovering her Breaſts, aſſured him that Flavia g 
Ig words were but too true; and to quiet his Mind un 
I: der ſuch; Confuſion as he was in, related the who%. j 


— 


* 1 be te "Rx. 


$urmer Hiſtory of her Misfortunes, and unhappy AY 
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' ventures, which drew Tears from the Eyes of Marcel“ 
ind made him earneftly Repent waat he had do e 


Loge in while Remedies were applied to the burn of 


md Havias Face, waich beſide the Pain, threatneꝗ her 
ſuct ieh 2 great Deformity. Women, tis ſaid, generally 


leragrieve more for the loſs of their Beauty than of 


their Lives; but whether it proceeded from the In- 
 I'gammarion, or the afright of a Piſtol diſcharged 0 
em near her Ear, and the great Danger ſhe was in, the fell 


ane io an high Fever, which in a few Days laid her 
loſe in her Grave. Marcel limenting mach for her, both 


de becauſe he truly lo- ed her, and that he ſaw he was 
hin 2 occaſion of her Death, was Im) ſt re ſolve | to have 


d 0 Icrificed Lupa to the Ghoſt of his Lady. But when 


ur he knew that the her ſeif had been firſt deceived, and 
lep the probable Circumſtances of her Information, he 


as contenced only ro banith her from his Hoaie and 


h preſence for ever. 
od Geron having now changed her Habit, and being 
iſto yecome Sabina, appeared ſo fair in the Eyes ot 


rec Marcel, that Love and Piry emring his Soul at once, 
15 he reſo ved to marry her, as Leng a Lady of 4 


d Family, and the Widow of a Gentleman: 


Nav $4abina finding her Fortunes deſperate, if ſhe did not 
iſte embrace the preſent Occaſion, conſented to make her 
er elf his Wife; and her Father dying ſoon after, Atar- 
00 tel had that part of her Inheritance which fell to hier 


Pre thereby, which was as good a Fortune to him as he 
rce could have expected by marrying one of bis own 


8 Country Women. Thus the Misforcuue of the in 
1 conſiderate Sabina is changed into good Fortu e, and 
mme 


ec s 8 — 


„ her the beginning of a happy Life; and her wiſe 


8 


ON 


the moment of Time that ſhe expected Deach, was. 


% Behaviour in the Government of Marcels Son pro- 
104 ured her this Felicity, who faw his Tutor changed 
Ain a ſhorc time ro his Mother-in- Law. 

1e — 4 NOVEL 
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NOV E . 
The Cruel Fair One. A Wanton young Lady entertain; 


. ſeveral Lovers with ſuch Freedvm, that her Hu- 


band deſerts her; and when ſhe could nit prevail 
with him to return, (he 051i; ed one of her Aamirer, 
to murder him : For which ſhe was beheaded, 

— : | 


N a City of Sicily, which is not named in the Ira. 


lian Relation, lived a Lady, called Demonia, who 


in her tender Years was married to an antient Man, 
whoſe Jealouſy, Weakneſs, and other Infirmities, de- 
prived her of al! the Fleafures of Wed'ock ; 1o that 
the counted her ſelf a miſerable. Slave to his perverſe 
Humours; bur Death at length reſtored her to Liberty, 


Life ; the difference berween a Wife and Widow ap- 
pearing unto her as great as the Day ſeems Bright, 
and Pleaſant to him that hath been long confined to a 
dark Dungeon. This Freedom ſhe made uſe of to ſach 


5 0 WI 
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which ſne held to be the greateſt Happineſs of her 


ea 
wi 
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' an 
Ve 
Gr 
m 


II Purpoſes, as proved the Occaſion of her Miſery 
and Diſnonour, changing the right uſe thereof into 
infamous Practices; and to make it apparent to the 
Wor'd, that ſne being a young Widow, deſired nothing 
10 much as a youthful Husband. Her Doors were E. 
open to a'] Comers, under pretence of chuſing one to m 
her Mind; who paſſed their time in Gaming, Pancing, tin 
Muſick, and other delightful Recreations of Idle per- tc 
ſons. At the beginning (for none became more wicked H 
on a ſudden), her Deſign was only to have the Plea- 8 
ſure of being courted by many, ſne being very Beau- 4 
tiful and very Rich, which cauſed her to be deſircd f 
of a great number, and was the Occaſion in the end 
of her Ruin. For in this Multitude, knowing not which 
to chuſe, fearing to be deceived in making her Election. 
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ſhe at length reſo ved to live merrily, and not to 
marry at all, bur to remain Miſtreſs of her own For- 
tune, and to ſol o the unrulineſs of her own Laſcivious 
un, Appetite, and betook her ſelf to a courſe of Life, fo 
un- mani feſtly ſcandalous ard debauched, that the became 
ail the Subject of publick Detraction, and common Con- 
Fers verfation; yet to preſerve ſome vain ſhadow of Re- 
putation, ſhe behaved: her ſelf as Coyly ro thoſe that 
made real Addrefles to marry her, as ſhe was free _ 
a. eaſy with thoſe to whom the uſed to expoſe her ſelf 
rho without Reſerve; which made her Lovers Laugh at 
an, thoſe chat were not ſenſible of her Fa'ſhood, while 
de- they enjoyed their utmoſt Wiſhes without Controul. 
hit This wanton unchaſt Woman was the fatal Rock en 
re which many of the Youth of the City were Ship- 
ty, wreck d, her Houſe being a School of Laſciviouſneſs, 
her an Academy of Licentiouſneſs, and a true Temp'e of 
ap- Venue, where all Sacrifices were made to Luſt and Riba 
hr, dry. Theſe filthy Diforders were the Occaſion of 
oa many Quarrels, and exccrable Murders among her 
ich lewd Lovers; ſo that Demonia was accounted a pub- 
ery lick Nuſance, that ought to be caſt out of the City to 
nto prevent theſe dire Calamitics. 
the + Among thoſe that were Inchanred wich this fair, 
ing zbut dangerous Panther, was a Nobleman of a great 
ere Eſtate, and comely Perſonige. Theſe Quahries ſoon 
to made her fall deeply in Love wich him; and not be- 
ng, ing ſenſible that her Actions had made her notorious 
er- to the World, ſhe was now refolved to make him her 
ed THusband : for finding that Fabi) was fallen imo her 
ea- '* Snares, and that nothing ovliges a. Lover ſo much as 
au- +4 modeſt Carriage and Behaviour, whether true or 
ed falſe. the employed all her Aris to breed an Opinion 
nd in him, that ſhe was not the Woman ſhe was reported 
ch to be, which ſhe did 10 effettually, that all his Friends, 
n. who diſſuaded him from magrying ſuch a diſſolute 
i EB 5 | Creatu e 
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&:2ture, could prevail nothing upon him, he inſiſtirg, w 
tat they were malicious Inventions and meer Calum- Ti 
nes; and becauſe ſhe grew intractable to his Deſires, De 
Hat by way of Marriage, his Paſſion was ſo outra- en 
W us, chat he could not live without her, and there- I. 
e relolved to venture that dangerous Step, and take he 
4icr to Irs Wife. | | | K 
1 This was ſo advantageous and Rich a Match that the T 
wp of Demonia were dazled therew ch, and made, fe 
ver fo bear at preſent that courſe of Life ſhe had hi- is 
therto led; yet finding he doated upon her, ſhe was of 
Opinion, that being his Wife, ſhe ſhould ſo manage v 
him, and have fuch Power over him, that ſhe might | a 
Caſt a Miſt before his Eyes, and continue her former - | 
Praftices. Bur the Stripling not being of full Age, 4 
could not contract Matrimony without conſent of his | C 
Mocher, who was yet Living, and his Guardian during 
\ 
: 
1 
| 


tA, 
* - 


his Nonage ; neither would he acquaint her wich lis 
Iatentions, as being certain ſhe would never conſent 
to the Match. This crafty Woman, who yielded her 
ſelt to others, by a far eaſier Compoſition, reſolved to 
Jecure this fond Youth to her ſelf, and at length 
agreed, Thar ſh2 would content her ſelf with a pro- 
miſe of Marriage, upon Condition he would performſche 
Solemmicies thereof when he was One and Twenty Years 
of Age, of which he wanted two or three at preſent : 
During which ſhe intended to continue her former Li- 
Lercies. Fabio, who to arrive at the Haven which he 
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ſo much defired could have ſigned his own Death, 
urit this Promiſe and Obligation with his own |: 


Blood, ſo much did his Paſſion at that time Tranſport 
him. - | + 
And now having ſigned and ſea ed this imaginary 
Contract of Marriage, he took Poſſeſſion of his much 
da dared Object; yer no ſooner was he enſnared in this * 
rap, and had caten gf dis pernicious Fruit; but he ' 
_— . - Was 
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was ſoon ſenſible of his wretched Misforcun?. The 


um. * Troop of Woers are not yer diſcharged; D2mniz s 
Ircs, 
ura- 

% > 
ere- 
take 


Doors are ſtill open to all Company, the ee 
ente rains them with as much Freedom as belore. 


This was no way pleaſing to our Sicilian ;, if he reprove 


her for it, ſhe preſently accuſes him of Jealouſy, and 
ſooclhs h'm wich ſo much Fondneſs, and ſo many Love 
Tricks, chat he is conſtrained at laſt to ask her Pardon, 


for ſuſpectin 


3 her Innocence and Virtue, tho he himſelf 


oO 


is the Perſon wronged. 


While ſhe continues in this Licentious Courſe, ſhe 


was excreamly taken with a new Obje&t, and this was 
a young Gentleman, who was a younger Brocher, and 
had little ro truſt to but his Sword; tho for Beauty 


and Courage he was inferior wo few, having the Heart 


of a Warrior with the Face of an Adonis: And tho 


but Twenty Years of Age, yer had made appear te | 


urmoſt Vaſour and Conduct, both by Sea and Land. 
and gave promiſing hopes of being a compleat Gene- 


ral. This fair Strumpet had by her Charms foon 
made him her Captive, and was no leſs enamoured on 


him; ſo that ſhe ſeemed to idolize him, and there 
wanted very little entreaty to gain her Compliance to 
his Will; and was fo obliging to him aſter he had poſel- | 
ſed her, that by her Allurements his Paſſion increaſed 
the more by Enjoym ent; and they were ſo beſotted 
with the Love of each other, that their Commerce 


was apparent to all the World; and Flavio had o 
much Reaſon, not only to be jealous but certain of the 


Falſhood of his Spouſe, that he began to rage, and 


threaten Vengeance againſt her Adultercr. | 
At length he refolved to break the Bonds in which 


he was obliged to this diſſoyal Creature, and inquiring; 


into her former Converſation, was informed on ail 
Hands, that ſhe was always reckoned a very Lewedy 
Laſcivions Woman. Whercupon he thought it no in- 


1 
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juſtice to renounce all his Promiſes and Contracts made 
to her, and to render her Infamous, as beirg more 


worthy of his Anger and Revenge, than of his Love. 
Having abſented luimſelf from her for ſome Days, in 
hopes to cure thoſe Wounds by Abſence, which his 
Heart had received by the Preſence of this deceitful 
Beauty, Dem nia would fain have continued him in his 


T1 4 . ; * . £9 
former State of Ignorance, and miſtruſting an Altera- 
tion in his Conduct toward her, writ ſeveral Letters to 


recal him; who returned Anſwers fo full of Reproaches 
for her wicked and dilorderly Life and Actions, ac- 
companied with ſuch Proceſtations of abhorring her 


Practices, that ſhe found he was like to make his 
Eſcape from her. And therefore, after ſhe for a long er 


while had employed Fer whole Art and Skill to Re. 


conquer his Mind, finding that he grew more obſtinate 


by her Submiſſion, ſhe began to alter the Scenes threat- 
ning to ſue him upon his Contract, and make him 
perform the Contents thereof. Fabio was ſo inraged, 
that he Scoffs at all her Threats, and writes an ac- 
count of her Lewd Life, fo full of filthy, ſhameſul, 
and diſhonet Truchs, That Demonia animated with a 


#377 furious Defpair, vowed to revenge her ſelf, or die in 


the Attempt. But finding that ſhe was unable to per- 
form ſo notable a Need, and diſpairing of Recalling 
t}13 Fugirive, and fo to do him ſome Miſchief when he 
was in her Power, ſhe imagined that the ready way ta 
perform her Bloody Defigr, would be to ingage her 
new Favuorite Ricardo therein, who being deſperately 
intangled in her Love would hazard his Life in all Dan- 
gers whatever td content her. 8 

The Reproaches which Fabio openly vented in all 
Companies againſt this peſtilent Woman, made her 
Odious to the World; and every one talk d of her 
Lewdneſs with Ricardo, who being of Noble Blood, 
and a Man of great Courage, was mightily enraged to 
| 8 | : 


to 
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: hear: theſe Invectives, which ſo nearly touched his 


Honour and Reputation, and was w:rhout much Dit- 
Fculty perſuaded by the Charms and Tears oſ Demo- 
monia to revenge her ard himſelf likewiſe, by the 
Death of Fabio; vowing, by her Eyes, which he called 


the Light of his Soul, that he would not S'cep till he 


had preſentcd her with his Heart and Tongue: And ac- 
cordingly watching a convenient Opportunity, in the 
Lompany of ſome Bravo's, as the manner of Italy is, 
he took him ar ſuch an Advantage, that he ran him 

Faces in divers Places, and left him Dead upon the 
Place. | | | 1 | 


his * The Relations of the murdered Man, being the moſt 


ng | 


er % UCAY 
Woman, his Caſe raiſed Compaſſion in all that heard 


er | 


d, 
conſummate Courage, and that he was in che Prime of 


eminent Perſons of the City, made ſtriet Inquiſition 
after Ricardo, and in a ſhort time he was ſeized, and by 
the Governor committed to Priſon; and in an obſcure 
Dungeon had time to ruminate upon his Folly, and 
the Heinouſneſs of, his Crime, whereof he could hope 
for no Pardon, ſince he had fuch powerful Adverſries, 
and cou'd expect nothing but Death. He then declared 


the Truth. of the whole Matter, and acknowledged, 


That noching but the ,Counſels, and Perſuaſions of De- 


monia had prevailed with him to commit ſo deteſtable 
an Act, of which he now repented from the very 
4 bottom of his Heart. Demonia thereupon is taken, 


and put into ſafe Cuſtody; ſhe denying nothing of 
3 what Ricardo had confeſſed, but boldly confirmed and 
juſtified the ſame, afſercing, that ſhe had ſufficient Rea- 
ſon to avenge her ſelf upon him, whom ſhe found a 


perfidious Traytor, and Violater of her Credit and 


Honour: However, upon hearing the whole Matter al! 


the Judges were of Opinion that ſhe deſerved Death: 


But as to Ricardo, who was deluded by this accurſed 
of it, eſpecially conſidering his Honourable Birth, and 
his 


_ — 
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his Years ; But his Parents and Kindred doubting, ha 
the manner of his Neath would he an everlaſting Re- 


. proach to their Family and Generation; they with 


N *. 2 is 
EI .- 


at 


Money corrupted the Jaylor, who gave him an Op- 7 


portunity to make his Eſcape. Within few Day: * 
Sentence was pronounced againſt this wretched Wo 


man, who was#condemined, becaufe of her Family, to 


loſe her Head on a Scaffold, which ſhe ſuffered ac- 


cordingly, and Ricardo would have had the ſame Fate 


could he have been retaken. 
After this, the Friends of Ricardo begin to treat 


with Fabio's Relations, and to appeaſe them for his. |} 


Death ; fo that at length the Conſideration of Ricard) 
. Valour, which made him Famous in Flanders, pre- 


return to his Conntry, where he vercfied the common 
Maxim, That the unfortunare are often puniſhed, and 
che Guilty Eſcape + However, there is no Queſtion to ; 
be made but that Demonia was more Criminal than 
he, fince he only ten: his Arm to the Execution of that 
Vengeance, which her curſed Allurements had inſpired. . 
him withal. Which may be a caution to Youth to 


avoid thoſe impudent Women, who not only debauch 
them with Fleſhly Luſts, but often invite them to com- 
mit ſuch Nefarious and Bloody Actions as bring them 4 


to Shame and 1 utter Confuſvon. 
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vailed upon them to pardon his Fault, with Liberty 0. tl 
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with | NOVEL IV. | 

Op- iT ye Vnparallel d Friendſhip. A Gentleman being af- 

Day: * ſaulted in the Night by bis Rival under his Miſtreſs's 

Wo V indow, Kills him in bis own Defence, for which 
be was condemned to die; but his Friend who af- 

ac- ſiſted was very deſirous to ſuffer for him Hey 
were both pardoned, and the Centleman obtained the 

Lady. | | 


Ctavio, and Leontine, Wo young Gentlemen of 
| Lithuania took ſuch an Affection to each other 
pre- in their Youth, which with their Age ſo increaſed, 
y to! that it was expected their Friendſhip inight have been 
mon as much Celebrated as ſome have been in antient Hi- 
and ſtories. Their Parents were loving Friends and Neigh- 
n to bours, living in the City of Vilna, the principal of 
han that Country; but their Friendſhip was common and 
that ++ vulgar, in Compariſon of that of their Children, 


ired A which they rejoyced in, leaving them to their own 
to Liberty to improve it by their Familiar Converſation, 
uch This ſo increaſed their Endeavours, and occafioned | 
m- ſuch a mutual Correſpendence, that they both ſeemed | 
em to have but one Will, and one Soul divided into two 
Bodies. If one had any reaſonable and juſt Deſign, 
the other would offer his Aſſiſtance for promoting the 
ſame; and if he thought it unreaſonable and uniuſt, | 
would endeavour to difluade him from it, which the 
bother would not reſuſe to comply with, for fear of 
grieving his Friend, who had thus reduced his Mind 
do act nothing, but what was Honeſt and Convenient. 
They learned together in the Academy, all the Exer- 
ciſes that were proper for their Birth and Quality, 
IL. wherein by a praiſe-worthy Emulation they ſurpaſſed 
all their Fellows. The Paſſions which moſt affect, 


— 


. : 


27. Admirtance of Octavio, into che Affections of Paulina, 
TRY | | 4 beſides 8 
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ocher toward him. 


At length it happened, that Ocfavio placed his Af- 


fection upon a Perſon of ſo much Honour, that there 
was no pretence to court or attain her, but by the 
Sacred rye of Matrimony. Love is naturally B ind, 


and can never foreſee the Conſequences which often jg 
happen to diſturb Young Lovers in Proſecuting their 2 


Deſires. The excellent Accomplithments of Paulina, 


one of the Genteleſt Ladies of the City ſtole aw.y ' g. 


the Hcart of Oefavio, who, beſides her Beauty had a 
very plentiful Eſtite: Which two Qualificat ons made 
it a difficult Mitter ft r a Gentleman to have any 


Pretenſions to her w'thour ſome extraordinary Merit; 
and that which made her leſs acceſſible to Oftavio was, 


that Gerardo, Son of one of the principal Inhabitants, 
made Addreſſcs to this Lady, and had obtained the 
Conſent, boch of his own, and her Parents, to pro- 


cced in his Intentions, ſo that he was in very probable 


Circumſtances to obrain her. 


"of But Pau ina had a ratural Antipachy and ſecret 
Auerſion to the proud and haughty Humour of Ge- 


rardo, who was fo Arrogant, boch in his Carriage and 
Diſconrſe, as if he could Command her Affections; 
who expected that Fondneſs and Flattery wich which 
Young Virgins are generally pleaſed, be fore they ſur- 
render the'r Freedoms to the Power of their Husbands ; 
fo chat inftead of gaining her Love, his Vanity made 
him Odious to her: Whereas Complaiſance and Mo- 
deſty are ſuch charming Qualities, that few Souls are 
able to withſtand them; and this made way for the 
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- 
and influence Youth are Quarrels and Love, in t oth Jef 
which they aſſiſted each other with the moſt 1nviol- %þ 
able Fidelity; ſo that the Intereſt of one ſeemed al- 4 
ways to be the ſame with the other, without the leaſt 
Jealouſy or Suſpition of any Siniſter Deſign in che 
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heir to Marriage, and had ſo great a Paſſion for him, that 
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beſides. the other Advanrages in the handſomneſs of 
"His Perſon and Behaviour, which recommended him to 


41 


her Choice. The Perſecution which Paulina ſuffered 


by the Viſits and Converſation of Gerardo made her, 
-Enamoured with the agreeable ſubmiſſive Addreſſes of 


Ottavio, who with his graceful Demeanour wrought 15 
far upon her Mind, that the Offer of his Service was 
no ſooner preſented, but accepted and received by her; 
and tho' he had no Permiſſion from her Parents to 
Mair on her; yet ſhe little regarded that Leave which 
is ſo neceſſary to render Love lawful, when it trends 


The could no longer conceal it; and by her Actions 
Giſcovered the ſame ſo apparently, that proud Gerardo 
was at length acquainted with it; ard was fo enraged 
againſt his Rival, that he reſolved to rid him out of 


any the World with the firlt Opportunity. | 
ric;  Alchough Octavio was not fo Rich, nor of ſuch an- 
vas, tient Nobility; yer he was a. Gentleman, and of ſuch a 


nts, couragious Spirit, that he would not endure any Era- 
tie vado's or Affronts, and Gerard) having told him, That 
ro- he muſt Renounce all his Pretenſions to Paulina, or elſe 
ble the Conſequence would be fatal to him; Octavio reply d, 


Trer 


Ge- 


That he never underſtood bur a Marriage Aﬀe&ions 
ere Free, and that when Gerardo ſhould purchaſe rhe 


| love of this Lady that way, he himſelf would think 


and of her no more; but till then he was reſolved to Viſit 
ns; her, his Va! our in this Caſe being as great as his Love: 
ich Theſe Words cauſed ſeveral Rep!ys and Anſwers, which 
ur- had been ſeconded with Deeds, had not their Friends 
ds; then preſent prevented, and uſed their Endeavours to 
ide take up the Quarrel. Bur they were too much irritated 
10o- co he eaſily reconciled; and Gerardo threatened he 
are would make his Rival dearly repent of his Temerity, 
the who reply'd, He valued not whatever he could * 
a, 2 5 O, 


des 
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do, provide he did not aſſault him Treacherouſly and 
by ſurprize. | 


Mean time Gerard) having as much the Poſſeſſion | 
of the Hearts of Paulinas Parents as Octavio had of 


their Davghter>, cauſed them that had the Power over 


her to forbid her his Company, and that he ſhould f 


not be ſuffered to enter the Houſe, endeavouring therein 
to oblige Gerardo, whole Alitance they deſired, becauſe 
of his great Eſtate, and noble Parentage. This ſo in- 


cenſed the Lady, that the avo ded all Occaſion of be- 
Ing ſeen by him, and contrived all manner ot Ways, 


either to ſpeak or write to Oc, who by ſecret 


Practices advanced daily into the Affections of Paulina. 


Gerardo not being able to end ure any longer the Rigo- 


rous Contem pts and Affronts of his Miſtreſs, reſolves to 


make an end of all at once by the Death of Ofavin, 
whom he cauſed to be narrowiy watched, and at length 


was informed that he uſually walk 'd every Night un- 
der the Window of his Beloved Virgin; Gerardo, 


like a jealous Perſon, that ſeeks nothing more eagerly 


than what he is unwilling to find, icdes himſelf near 
the Houſe, with a Friend of his called Monfred, and 
one of his Servants, a Luſty tall Fellow, in whoſe Cou- 


rage and Fidelity he much truſted; long had they not 
lain in their Ambuſcade when Ocfavio accompanied with 
his Friend Leont ine, came thither to walk his ac- 
cuſtomed Rounds, and at certain Signs which he made, 
Paulina appeared at the Window, who entred into 
Diſcourſe with her Lover, whilſt Leon ine walk'd at 


ſome Diſtance to give them free Liberty to ralk. + 
M hat furious Jealouſy did then invade the Mind of 


enraged Gerardo, who reſolved to execute his Ven- 


geance, and diſpatch his Rival, having him now at Ad- | 


vantage. He C mmands his Man to fall upon Leont ine, 


whilſt he and X.nfrcd would chaſtiſe che Inlolence of 3 


Octavio: They all three ſtart up at once, and with 
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__ heir drawn Swords attack their Adverſaries ; Leontine 


in two or three Aſſaults gave the Servant two Wounds, 


nag eas laid him on the Ea:ch for Dead, and then runs 
wer” to aſſiſt his Friend, who called to him for Aid; 0&4» 
u'g vio, by the help of a Bu k, and ſettiug his Back to 
ein the Wall, put by che Puthes and Thruſts of the two 
er Aſſailants. Leont ine came on furiouſly, and the firſt 
in. be met at his Swords Point was Gerardo, and coming be- 


* hind him as he was eagerly partying at Octavio, ran his 
Sword up to the hilt into his Body, and at one Pufh 
deprived him of Life. Octavio then fell upon Monfred, 
giving him a flight Wound in the Arm, who had cer- 
o. | ainly met wich che Fate of his Friend, had he not 
> > ſought his ſafery by. Flight, as finding himſelf an un- 
equa] Match to Ofavi) : Leontine came off without any 
hurt, but O#avio had two dangerous Wounds in his 
Body, from whence flowed ſuch a great quantity of 
u Blood, that had not ſome Remedies been preſently | 
f applied, he would certain'y have Joſt his Life. The 
people ran out of their Houſes at the Noiſe of this 
Combat, and found Gerardo ſtark Dead on the Ground, 
and his Man ſome ſteps f.rcher ready to give up che 
2© Ghoſt; Leontine ho'ding up his Friend, whoſe Heart 
.* faimed by loſs of Blood, deſired the Spectators to 
cCall for a Surgeon : When he was carried to his Houſe | 
he ſwoonded away, and for ſome time was thought to 
„be Dead, but by proper Remedies he again recovered ; 
0 his Senſes. | 55 
at Mean time Monfred runs to acquaint the Parents and | 
', _ Relations of Gerardo, with the ſad News of rhe un- 
0] ii nely Death of their Son, relating the Matter to his 
Fon Advantage, and telling them, That they had been 
„ wr both aſſaulted in a Treacherous Manner by Leontine and 
Octavio, which Report takes ſuch an Impreſſion on 
h 
| 


4 them, that it is believed as an Oracle. Whereupon 
Application is made to a Juſtice, who gives out a War- 
Tt | | rant 
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rant for ſeizing and impriſoning boch of them; upon | 


Goal, but Leont ine makcs his Etfcape,in hopes to Live and | 
# Viadicae his own and his Friends Innocency, by de- 
during that they had done nothing but in their own De- 

| fence, having been cowardly fallen upon at Diiadvan- 


| Gerard) were ſo Powerful, and of ſuch Anthority in 
the City of Vilna, that in a ſhort time Octavio was 


both party and Witneſs ; and this poor Gentleman was 
Sentenced to loſe his Head. | > 


The Day of his Execution being come, he was 
brought upon the Scaffold, and although he ſolemnly de- 


his Office, when on a ſudden Leontine making way 
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wich à loud Voice, cried out to the Hangman to free 
rhe Innocent, and to turn his Sword on lim, who was 
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| che Killing of Gerardo and his Servant. He then c/eariy 
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peith, declared to the Magiſtrate who was preſent to 
ðäi(:ſee che Execution, che whole Affair as we have now 


chat his Friend might be ſer at Liberty. All the Com- 
By: | pany were ſtruck with Admiration to obſerve this ge- 
nerous Act, and the People beginning to fall into a 


89 ſuffer Leontine co be executed. The Tumuk began to 
1 increale, 


which, Octavio, tho Sick and Weak, was ha'ed to the 


tage and by Treachery. But the Caſe went quite other- 
| we than he expected, for che Parents and Kindred of 


Arraigned, Tryed, and Condemned by the ſingle Evi- ; 
dence of Mwmfred (the Servant | eing Dead) who was 


| C'ared he was not the Aggreſſor, nor did perpetrate 
the Murder; yet the Executioner was preparing to do 


through the Crowd, with admirable Courage, and 1 


not only Guilty as an Acceſſary, but che real Actor in ; 


and diſtinctiy, with a Countenance that out- brav d 


Mutiny, cryed our, Pardon, Pardon, reſolving to kill! 
al that were concerned in the Profecucion, rather than 
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increaſe ; ſo that neither the Judge nor Cctauio could 
be heard, who would willingly have ſpoke to the Mul- 
ſtitude. At length the Juſtice Commiandcd chat the Exe- 
(cution ſhould be ſuſpended, and that Leontine ſur- 


45 


zrendring himſelf a briſoner, the Cauſe ſhould Le Re- 
heard and ſudged according to Equity. It was ſome- 


| what Difficult ro lead the two Friends to Priſon, becauſe 
ecople being in an Uproar, wou'd willing have reſcued 


ins delivered them, 
The Palatine, or Goverror of Vilna, having heard 
be chis incomparable Generoſity of Leont ine, went him- 


lelf ro Viſit theſe two Friends in the Friſon, who both 
conteſted before him which of chem ſhould dye for 
this Fellow. The Palatine heard the Account of the 
two Lovers, Octavio and Paulina, the Threats and 
practices of Gerardo to diſturb ther Amours. Monf red 


was examined Face to Face, who being Confronted, 


Fr + was conſtrained by the Force of Truth to acknowledge, 


than an Ambuſcade was laid, and that thcy were three 


"againſt two, and were the Occafion of the Death of 
the Maſter and Man. Leontine then pleaded the Merit 
of his own Death, declarirg, that he only ought ro iſ 


Boſe his Head, ſince he only had Killed; if for killing 
in his own Defence, and for preſerving his Friend from | 


being baſely Murdered, were a Caule that deſerved | 
Punithment: Nay, rathe r Honour and Reward aid the 
Palatine, and rhereupon freed them out of Priſon, 
and gave them his Pardon, according to che Power that 
| Palatines have, by whom the Province of Lithuania if 
4 


is Governed, who are petty Sovercigns in their Pala- 
tinates. Monfred, as 4 Buſy and Treacherous Wretch 


4 was Impriſoned in the fame Place; and had on a 


Scaffold been made a Spettacle to the Feople, had nor 


4 his Parents and Friends by their Credit and earneſt Sol- 
+> licicarions, procured the Sentence of Death to be changed 
into Baniſhment for ſeven Years. | 


The 
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The Palatine not content only to have ſaved the Lives] a 
of theſe two Friends, would yet aſſiſt Octavio, who " 
was now cured of his Wounds, to conſummate his 
Joys with Paulina, and procured him to be married to gl 

r. He alſo provided a Wife for Leontin?, being a 
L idy related ro himſelf, intreating cheſe two Friends, 
that he might make a Third in their inimitable Friend- 
ſhip. The King of Poland being acquainted by rhe Pa. 
latine with this wonderful Tranſaction, advanced them 
both ro Honourable Employments, which they happily 
enjoy'd to the end of their Lives. To 

A rare Example of unparallel'd Gemeroſity and true 
Friendſhip, which made Le nt ine expoſe his Lite to a 
ſhameful Dearh to ſave his Friend, which in the Con- 
cluſion was likewiſe the ſaving his own, and the Oc- 
caſion of raiſing them boch to that Oy and Honour 5 
that their Virrue deſerved. *y 
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8. NG. 
p 19 9 a i 
ed to The Conſtant Couple. Two Toung Lyvers eſcaping out 


ing a of their own Country, for fear of the,r Enemies; 
ends, nd after many Misfirtunes, came at length into Flan- 
end- ders, where ſhe became am accompliſht Soldier, and 
Fa. at a Siege they were both found dead in one ano- 


3% thers Arms. © 15 


1 


I the Time of Alexander Farneſe, Prince of Parma, 
true the Marquiſs of i arambon, Knight ot the Golden 
to Fleece (one or ti e Principal Noblemen of the Province 
Con- of Burgund), aid who for his Courage and Experience 
Oc- had at that time conſiderable Poſts in the Army) had 
nour _ Orders to b-licge Bliem erg, a ſtrong little Town near 
wich great Conduct againſt che Place, which was well 
3: defended ; but at length the Breach being practicable, a 
gencra Aſſault was given with ſo much Courage, that 
though the Beſieged repulſed their Enemies divers 
times, yer they were at length obliged to give way, 
and the Town was taken by Storm; whereby the De- 
fendants ſuffered all the Inſolencies and Outrages which 
victors commonly practiſe toward the Vanquiſhed, | 


Ton having held out ſo long, the Garriſon within de- 
claring, that they would never Surrender upon any 
Conditions, but rather reſolved to dye in its Defence, 
then to deliver it up to the Spaniards; it was entirely 
left to be plunder d by the Soldiers, and then neither 

Age nor Sex was ſpared, but all put to the Sword, 

and the whole place rendred Deſolate. The Marquifs] 
/ EL having made himſelf abſolute Maſter thereof, gave 

Order for burying the Dead, leſt the Infection ſhould 
corrupt the Air, and occaſion the Death of his on 
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+ Rhineberg. This brave Captain made his Appro ches 


who have been ſubdued with Sword in Hand. For the 
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: ; 5 * 
Among the Dead two Soldiers were found on th 

Breach, fo ſtrickly embracing each other, that even 
in chis State wherein chey had no Thought, it was d::@auſ 
ficult to part them. The Vanquiſhers who were eag:fegm: 
after Prey and Booty, obſerving they were very werhere' 
Clothed, ſtript them ſtark Nake't ; one of rhe BodicLite 
whoſe Skin was as White 2s Snow, and of excellerenjoy 
Proportion, was found ro be a Woman: Amazeme:my E 
hereupon ranning through all the Troops, every onen 
being inquiſitive to know the meaning of this extrac . 
dinary Accident, at lengch the Marquiſs had intelligereaꝶ d 
of it, who being 2 Yericn of Honour, and much ihc 
clined to Love, was very curious to find out che we 
ry of this armed Venus, who was found ſo cloſely em Mir 
braced by her Mars, and was paſſionately defirons F! 
know who theſe two Lovers were, that he might gm 


of an incomparable Courage, and being wourded 1M 
fev.ral Places, had yielded himielf to the Faith of 88 
Burgundy Captain, who being pleaſed win his Di 
courſe, took care to have him dreſt, who acquainte 
him, among other Matters, that he only was the Te 
fon who could ſatisfy the Marquifles Enquiry, and ui 
Deſire of ſo many others, to know the Truth of t 
Amorous and Warlike Adventure. The wounded be 
ſoner being not able to ſtir, the Surgeon having litt“ 
hopes of his Recovery; the Marquiſs, with ſeveral Ca, 
tains, went to viſit him, and to hear from his ov 
Mouth the particulars of this Event. The Sick M 
reſuming all che Strength and Vigour he had left, mach 
his Relation in High-Dutch, which theſe Viſitors unde 
ſtood very well, 1 | =. 
My Lord, ſays he, I render Thanks to Heaven th. 
hath given me ſo much Strength and Life, to yield ii< 
this Honourable Company, the glorious Teſtimony thu? 
a ; 1 2 
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£6 ve to my Love, and to my Friendſhip, which ha 


Dis! 
unte Life, made me to ſurrender my felt to this young 


nendſhip. 5 
;; He made this Diſcourſe with ſo many Sighs and Tears, 
5 ou ſo ſtrong a Voice, that he fell ſuddenly into a 
oon, and was thought to have been juſt expiring, 
mach Raſioned, either by the Pains of his Body, or rather 
unde Paſſion of his Mind. The Marqueſs, for fear he 
Puld die away, retired into another Room, reſolving 
n th defer his Account till he got more Strength: Bur 
14 Men he was a little Recovered, finding that his noble 
y rence were withdrawn, he fell into ſuch great Com- 
N S plaints 
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plaints and Sorrow, that he had not an Opportunity | 
disburthen his Mind, that che Marqueſs being acquaint: 
therewich, had ſo much Pity as to return again. Th 


Soldier, then with a grave and ſerious Countenanee pry 


My Lord, | | 
Y Name 1s Aleran, my Birth Noble, niy Cour 
try the Lantgraviat of Heſſen, I was Born 
Mel ſig nam near Caſſe!, the Seat of my Prince, | 
whoſe Court I was entertained. I entred into ſo ſtrit Y 7 
Friendſhip with a Gentleman, named Leander, a Ng 200! 
tive of R thenberg, who had been bred up a Page i] © 
the Lantgrave, That we were uſually call d, The In/ but 
parable; That impatience which Lovers feel when at her 
ſent from their Miſtreſſes, we were ſenſible of when wi tabl. 
are out of Sight of each other: Being together D He 
were unto us as Hours, and Hours as Monchs when WW 1 
were aſunder ; even Sleep was tedious to us when ſcp try, 
rated. We gommonly made but one Bed, one Purſſ vn 
one Table, the ſame Houſe, the ſame Servants, It and 
Jame Liveries, the ſame Rerinue ; and when any of o Cu 
Servants were asked whom they belonged to, they 2 Alt. 
Iwered, To the Two Friends, if thoſe that are but of Goc 
may be called Two. We went jemetimes to Roth rid! 
berg, ſometimes ro Aſel ſianam to ſee our common , Ca- 
rents; he avas at our Houſe as his own, and I at his} Len 
mine, we lived in an admirable Un on. fon 
Ic happened once, as we were at Metſignam, tft if. 
my Friend ſaw, in Company of ſome other youſſf} thy 
Women, a very fair yourp Lady, named Aya © 
whoſe Graces took juch Poſſeſſion of his Heart, 
he was a.terwards continually talking and thinking eg; 
her, I preſently judg'd him to be infected th Loft Ho 
Which he readily acknow!edged to me at my firſt aski Rac 
for he concealed nothing from me. Well, ſaid 1 cor 
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Im very glad you have placed your Affections upon an 
Object wherein I am able to give you ſome Aſſiſtance , 
or the Lidy is a Relation ot mine, and tho' it be far 

off, yet this affinity may give you more eaſy Acceſs to 
Ther, and by frequent Converſarion you may inſinuate 
your ſelf into her Favour : for you are a Perſon of fo 
much Merit, that to ſee you, to be acquainted with you, 
Ou and to love you, are but the ſame thing. Leander, 
wich Tears of Joy in his Eyes, replied, Dear Friend, 
chou thinkeſt every one has as good an Opinion of me 
ia Fas thy ſelf, and that thy paſſion for me can affect 
N another ; I have not fo much Preſumprion as to think 
„e 1 can inflamtly command the young Ladies Affections; 
7% bur it ſhall ſuffice if ſhe will permit me to Honour 
aher; and chat the Torments I endure may be ſo accep- 
1 wilt table, as to be a Teſtimony of che Sacrifice of my 
Du Heart, which I offer unto her. 
Thou art already, ſaid 1, in thoſe Terms of Idola- 
-pM try, that are ſo uſual in the Mouths of Lovers, which 
urſi commonly proceed only from the Lips and Tongue, 
and have no ill Deſign in them, otherwiſe they may be 
o counted little leſs then Blaſphemy; for they ſpeak of 
Altars, Sacrifices, of Adorations, Flames, Victims, 
o Goddeſſes, of Temples, Vows, and other ſuch vain and 
ef ridiculous Diſcourſes, wherewith they entertain their 
e crazed Imaginations ; you that are in Health, replies 
Leander, are like thoſe that ſmile ar the Talk of Per- 
ſons in an High-t eaver, inſtead of pirying them; bur 
if chou haſt any Kindneſs for a wounded Lover, I beg 

thy Help, and to believe, that the greateſt Proof thou 
WY canſt give of our inviolable Friendſhip, will be to aid 
me in this Affair, or elſe my Love and Lite muſt end 
together; I chen aſſured him of all my good Offices 
However, I repreſented to him the Difficulties and Ob- 
ſtacles which I doubted he would meet with before he 
could accompliſh his Deſires; but this I found did — 
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only heighten his Ardour, and that the Ditficu'ries did by 
the more animate him to purſue his Point; I then found 
means for my Friend to ſee my fair Kinſwoman, whoa 
afrer ſeme Addreſſes, and declaring his Affection t: 
her, he perceived that ſhe had ſome Inclinat:on t 
eomply with his Paſſion, and had great Hopes of com 
paſſing his Happineſs : 1 was every Day inculcating indo: 
Aſpaſia's Ears the commendable Qualities of Leander 
and my own Affection to him making me Eloquen 
it was eaſy for me to perſuade her that I believed all; 
was true which I ſaid of him : tor it is requiſice tha 
the Orator be affected himſelf, who endeavours to 
move the Paſſions of others: The young Lady was co 
length taken with rhe irreſiſtable Charms of Leandey' 
Converſation. He was now only in Aſpa ſia's Favour 
but though the Heart was conquered z yet to arrive gui 
the Poſſeſſion of this fair Body, one of the Ornamen@or! 
of Nature, there were many hindrances which appeared diſ 
Invincible; but nothing ſeems difficult nor impoſſiblſſ int. 
to thoſe that are true Lovers. | | not 

Grat iana, Step-Mother to Aſpa ſia had ma: red Sinonſſtle 
Farther to this Maid, on Condition, that a Son ſhe had po. 
by her firſt Husband ſhould marry his Daughter, when pat 
ſhe came to be marriageable. Sinon, without any Con dif 
Fideration but that of Money, obliged himſelf to per ter 
orm this Promiſe, not conſidering, that to Force thę H. 
Will is the part of a Tyrant, rather than a Father N Mc 
and then what Obedience could oblige fair A/paſia tu cla 
give her ſelf to a Monſter, and to Love him who had in- 
all the Defects that could procure Deteſtation and Hor ha 
* ror. His Back was higher than his Head, and he wag as 
ſo ſhort and round, that he appeared like a Hogſhead of ob 
Firkin; iis Complexion of the Colour of a Mulattr pri 
or Sick Spaniard; his Lips big, his Cheeks flat, hi bec 
Eyes ſunk in, his Noſe permanent, his Legs like Ao 0 
| | 
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icks; ſo in fine he was a mere Lump of Defor- 
Iv. 5 Ds 
To proceed no farther in this nauſeous Deſcription, 
Frhat could all theſe Remedies of Love procure, bur 
\verſion and Hatred in the Mind of Aſpa ſia, and no 
doubr made way for her entertaining the Amorous 
Zourtſhip of Leander, by comparing ſo many fright- 
Fal Antidotes with ſuch Graces and Accompliſnments 
d alas Leander was Maſter of. Hugolin (that was his Name 
thußſwhom we have painted out) had one ill e more 
rs t to all the reſt, namely, . Perceiving then the 
4s corre ſpondence of theſe two Lovers, which he did 
ide / not doubt bur were 1njurious to his Pretenſions; he 
/ourYacquiinred Sinon therewich, who to perform his Bar- 
ve iflgata, and to ſee his Daughter richly Married to this 
neniYonly, but ſingularly ilbfavoured Son, promiſed him to 
dare diſmiſs chis brave Courtier Leander; that put Crotchets 
ibi into her Head, and in ſhort, commanded his Daughter 
not to ſee him any more: This Prohibition was to lit- 
inonſſ tle purpoſe, becauſe Apa ſia replied, That ſhe cou d 
had; not hinder this Gentleman from coming into that Com- 
rhei pany where ſhe might happen to be. Sinon likewiſe 
Conf diſcourſed Leander, adviſing him to lay aſide all Pre- 
per- tenſions to A/paſia, becauſe ſhe was already engaged to 
the Hugolin by a ſolemn Contract, before he married his 
her ¶ Mother; Leander was much diſpleaſed wich this De- 
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in-Law with the ſevereſt Language, if the Love he 
had for his Daughter had not reſtrained his Tongue, 


obtaining her; fo that he reſolved at preſent to de- 
prive his Eyes of the moſt lovely Object in the World, 
becauſe he found ſhe was ill uſed by her Father, and 
reproichd by her Mocher- in- La upon his Account, by 
the Inſtigation of“ Hugolin; he therefore returned > 

5 4 A 


claration, and would have treated both Father and Son- 


Jas doubting that it might have ruined his Project for 


done to Leander himſelf, ro whom I gave a Daily Ac. 
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the City of Caſſel, where the fine. Women that Pre 
ſented themſelves to his Sight had not the leaſt Effed 
upon him, whoſe Mind was fixed upon the Beauties o 
hi beloved Aſpaſia. | | 


Mean time I continued near my fair Rinſwoman ul 


Mel ſignam, who knowing the intimacy and entire 
Friendſhip that was between us, diſcovered. the Senti- 
ments of her Soul as freely ro me, as ſhe would have 


count of the conſtant Fidelity or her Mind, on whom 
neither Abſence nor Oppoſition had any Influence. Bu 
as it is hazardous to touch Fire, and not be burnt; fg 
-this intimate Converſation between us, occafioned an 
rc:igarion in me to Love and Marry her my ſelf, our 

| Kindred being within that Degree, as I might have done 
it without offending the Laws: Her perfect ions and 
Charms had ſuch influence upon my Hcart, that Love 


and Friendſhip contended together, and for ſome time 


the Ballance ſeemed equal on both ſides; yet ar laſt, 
after ſeveral ſevere Combats within me, Friendſhip 
gain d the Victory, Honour prevailing over Senſe, and 
Reaſon ſubduing Paſſion ; the perfect Friendſhip that! 
had fo long before contracted with Leander, repre- 
ſented to me, that if I ſhould deprive him of his ad- 
mired A ba ſia, I ſhould be the moſt treacherous Per- 
ſon in the World; ſo that diſcovering theſe flattering 
Thoughts, wherewith the cxcellencies oi my K inſwoman 
had poſſeſt me, I reſolved to be faithful to my Friend, 
and content my ſelf to 1 ove her as a Siſter, whom I 
wiſhed to ſce married to my Brother; and indeed ! 


may reckon it the greateſt Proof of my difin:ereſted}| 


Friendſhip ro Leanger, that triumphed over all the 
Inclinations of my Soul for Aſpaſia, wich whom! 
was ſo Converſant, and yet did always repreſent him 
ro Advantage to his Miſtreſs. Es 
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Let did jealous Hugolin penetrate into our Proceed- 
edles, and as it was apparent that Leander and I were 
© our one, he had Reaſon to believe that I ſollicited for 
T1 y Friend, and under the Vail of Kindred, promoted 
Is Intereſt in his Ahſence : He thereupon makes the 
wes ime Complainc to his Father of me, as he did againſt 
ee ander, and the Step-Mother frowns when the ſees: 
e near Fer Daughter-in-Law ; and if Hugolin's Cou- 
age liad been as great as his Jcalouſy, he might have 
lone me 4 Miſchief; but what Endeavours ſoever he 
ed, he could never prevent Aſpa ſia from ſeeing me, 
or malte che Father torbid me to Converſe. wich her : 
inon, indeed, in a more Friendly Manner. than Was 
atural ro him, inſiſted ſtrenuouſly upon the Mar 
lige determined to be betwixt his Daughter and Ha- 
Ole /in, and intreated me not to ſpeak to her of Lean- 
ter, leſt the Merits of this Knight, one of the gal- 
Weſhmeſt Men of the Court, ſhould make her Diſcover 
he Imperte&ions of Hugolin, which were but too ap- 
parent, and I ſhould thereby declare my ſelf ro be 
a Loving Friend and good Kinſman ; A good Kinſman, 
replied I, ought to reduce his Friend ro Reaſon, when 
he dev iates from it: Now Scignior Sinn, it teems un- 
rcaſonable to me that you are contracting a Marriage 
or your Daughter, by deſtroying the Foundation there- 
of, which conſiſts in the Union of two Wills; and if 
you conſtrain her Will, which is diametrically oppo- 
ſire to Freedom, you will make the Marriage unhappy 
knowing then the ſtrong Aver ſion ſhe hath to this litt'e 
miſhapen Lump of a Man (not to ſay any thing more 
levcre againſt Hugolin, but what appears to our 1 
cannot without che breach of Duty to a good Kinſ- 
man but inform you, that as an affectionite Father you- 
ought to endeavour to reader the future State of your 
Daughter leſs Rich, but more Happy and Contented. 
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I know, lays Sinon, how far the Power of Pareniyff u w 
doth extend, and my Daughter is ſenfible what Obe ,.- 
dience is due to me: It doth not belong to Maids t 
make chaice of their Husbands, but rely on the Wil Q 
of thoſe that brought them into the World, and t v 
have no Will of their own; My Word is paſt, the 
Matter is reſolved on, the State of my Affairs and Fall ſeck 
mily require it; do not then put the Thought of an 
other into her Mind but Hugolin, whoſe Mother Cal] 
fhould never have had without engaging to make 


Match between her Son and my Daughter. Findirn; 1 
Sinn ſettled in this Reſolution, and that it would ver 
bur loſt Labour to endeavour to remove it our of hi Ad 

Mind, L left him with Complements and fair Words pia 
wherewith he ſeem d ſatisfied. 5 

Mean while, the Beauty of A/paſia procured herſſ Th 


new Servants and Admirers, which gave many Alarms} 
to Hugolin, who find ng they ſurpaſſed him in all things 
bur only his Eſtate, much doubred, that having ſo many 
" Rivals or Enemies on his Hands before Marriage, he 
fhould afterwards have more Friends than he deſired; 
at length to prevent all Attempts and Suſpicions, He 


reſolved to make himſelf abſolute Foſſeffor of his fair 1 
Prize, and to conſummate his Marriage with Aſpa ſia, N 
not having attained to the Twentieth Year of his Age, ſe 
and his Scature and Strength not exceeding that of a Pp 
Child. | | F 


Sinon, who propoſed to improve his Eſtate by this h 
Alliance, readily contented hereunto, and the fatal D. 
for Conſummarion is appointed, of which 1 informed 
Leander, who came poſting to endeavour to prevent 
the Blow. He is admitted ſecretly to ſee his Aſpaſia, 
and in my Preſence they renew their Vows o: Fidelity; 
I, for my part, aſſured them of my utmoſt Aſſiſtance 
to Compats their Deſires, and vowed to Sacrifice my 
Life in their Service; In the mean time Leander _ 
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ill ways poſſible to prevent the Storm that threaten'd- 


to Shipwreck his Hopes. He demands Aſpa ſia in Mar- 
riage of her Father, but is poſitively denied; he 
uarrels with Hugolin, but this little Dwarf would not 


J Fight with a Man, who compared to him ſeemed a 


Giant; he threatens to beat him, whereupon Huglin 
ſeeks Refuge from the Lantgrave of Heſſen, by 7 —— | 
Sinn was much efteemed ; and the Father gocs to 
Caſſe! ro complain of the Threats of Leander, who 
ſo violently diſturbed the Marriage of his Daughter. 
The Prince ſends for Leander, and Reprehends him ſe- 
verely, with a ſtrict Charge not ro make any farcher 
Addreſſes to Aſpaſia (and withal Commands her to 
Marry Hug lin) and as he would avoid the Indigna- 
tion of his Sovereign Lord and Maſter, to renounce all 


Thoughts of her. | of 
This Prohibition from the Mouth of a Sovereign na 


without any Appeal, ſilenced all the Pleas of Leander; 


it was in vain to plead the Violence of his Love, the Wil 


Ladies Affection to him, the Horror ſhe had for Hu- 


golin, who he Repreſents as a Monſter, fitter to be 


ſmorhered between to Featherbeds, as a Reproach to 


Mankind, than to lye in the Arms of a Miracle off 
Nature. Theſe were Words caſt into the Wind, and 


ſo provoked the Lantgrave, that he ordered him to be 
put in Priſen for ſpeaking ſo indiſcreetly; but by his 


Friends interceſſion he was pardoned, upon condition 
| he fhould be wiſer for the future. Leander aſſured the 


Prince, that he would Baniſh himfelf from his Preſence 


and Country, rather than willingly Diſpleaſe his High- 


nefs ; but humbly intreated that he might be diſpens'd 


with from ergaging never to Love A/paſia any more, 
becauſe he could not ſo eafily caſt off his Affection WW 
as his Cloths, and that nothing but Time could bl'or Wi 
her Idea out of his Memory. The Prince contenred 
kimſclf herewith, attributing all theſe extravagant Dſſ- 
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courſes as Follies, which exceſs. of Love poſſeſſes the Hg 
bee of Lovers .withal ©. 
Sinon returns to Melſignam, in order to perſect the chart 
Marriage of his Daughter with Hugolin, and Three had 
|. Days after is appointed for this unlucky Wedding; A/-F 
Pa ſia is reſolved to die, rather than pron-unce I fake | She 
#bee Hugolin, Cc. which would have tied her in an in. Nun 
diſſolvable Knot to a Monſter ; and Leander will venture O 
his Life, rather chen leave che Delight of his Soul in] Pate 
theſe ſad Circumſtances. Upon Contultation they were ein 
reſolved upon a Flight, which A/paſia- was eaſily per- thre 
ſuaded to for preventing this Fatal Misforrune. They [ 
ht nothing. could be done without me: Judge and 
now the Streng hof my Friendſhip, who abandoned Op 
all other Conſiderations, but the ferving my Friend, an 
even againſt the Honour of my own Blood; I in an = 
inſtant renounced my Country, my Eſtate, the Favour © 
of my Prince, and all hopes of Happineſs, to purſue me 
the blind Deſires of thoſe Lovers, for both whom I ©2 
had an invincible. Paſſion. It was 1 that conveyed | . 
Aſpaſia through a Window in her Father's Houſe, and th 
putting on her a Suit of my Cloths, led her to Lean- '* 
der, who ſtaid for us in the Fields: being all welk ha 
mounted we made ſuch ſpeed as to get out of the | 
59 Lanrgraves Territories without being ſtop'd or ſeiz d. - 
But knowing chat Princes have long Hands, we much 
de ubted of our Safety in H gb- Germany, where our P' 
Prince has great Intereſt. We came down into Holland, 5 
and ſpent that little Money and Proviſions which our ; 
ſudden Fl we permitted us. to bring from our own { 
Country, whence we could not hope for any Sup- | c 
ply, for fear of the Lantgrave, who. was much of- 
 fended, ſhould know where we were, and perſecute us f 
0 
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by his Agent. In theſc United Provinces, Aſha ſia be- 
ing diſguiſed in Man's Cloths, we all Three took Ser- 
nice under the States Colours, and ſhe had ſuch * 
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the Þhgtic in all the Exerciſes of Arms, char ſhe became an 
Amazon, or Female Soldier; She ſoon learn d ro diſs 
the charge a Musket, to Fence, to manage 4 Horſe, and 
had tuch a dexterity in all of chem, that ſhe was 
counted the compleateſt Gentleman in the whole Troop; 
ale She makes her ſelf Leander s Comrade, and under the 
in. Name of Roland (a brave antient Paladine) grew fa- 
mous in many Encounters. Leander and I were inſe- 
parable as we always had been, and Roland being 
ere! joined with us, whoever engaged one of us, had us al! 
er- three on his Hands. g 5 | 
ey | I think ic is nor needful to tell you, that Leander 
and Aſpaſiz were married in my Preſence, I being of 
ed Opinion, Thar ir is a Priviledge, neither Honeſt nor per- 
1d. mitted to Lovers to proceed to Enjoyment without 
char Sacred Bond. When I ſaw them in the Poſſeſſion 


of their Deſires, I then diſcovered to them my for- 
mer Paſſion, - and with what Pain and Violence I had 
conquered the ſame, in Confſideravon of the Confum-. - 
mate Friendthip 1 had with Leander. They admired ' 
this victory, that I got over my ſelf, and Leander 
vowed he loved me the better for it, if any Thing 
could be added to the Tranſcendent Kindneſs he ever 


Charms had ſuch an Effect upon me, which yet I was 


able ro Reſiſt, beheld me as one of her Admirers, and 1 


proteſted, That next to her Husbund and Het' Honour; 
there was no Man the had ſuch an Affection for, as my 


ſelr; ſhe admitted me to call her Siſter, ant N V]EZ d * i 
to her the Love of a Brother; and from the gracro» - ball 


firy of their Humour She and Leande# allowed. me-ro 
ſtile her my Miſtreſs, and ſhe me her Servant; which 
was all the Favours I ever received from her, befides 
ſomecimes Kiſſing her no lefs. Fair then Valiant Hand: 
She had ſo much Beauty, attended with ſuch à Ma- 
jeſtick Air, tlut if one inflamed wich Love, the other 
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Ko riofuy and my own Deſire, 1 will Live no longer, ſince I 
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command Reſpect and Fear; and in ſhorr, the Friend- 
ſhip of che Husband, and the Value I had for the Chaſte 
Wite, had ſuch equal Effect upon me, that though my 
Life ſhould lye at Stake, I reſolved to do nothing to 


their Prejudice, which removed all the former Im- 


„ that Aſpaſia's Beauty had made upon m 
Thoughts. | 


We were informed, That after our Flight from our 
own Country, the Lantgrave being extreamly incenſed, 


againſt us as Raviſhers, ard we were condemned to loſe 


our Heads, which was executed upon us in Effegie, our 


Goods were confiſcated, and we were proſecuted with 


| the. utmoſt Rigour ; ſo that having loſt all our Inte- 


reſt on that ſide, we depended only upon our own 


| Valour and the Succeſs of our Arms, Leander and 1 


had upon all Occaſions ſhewed our ſelves daring and 
intrepid, and the brave Roland made it appear in all 
Places, that Love which gave her Courage, aſſiſted her 
with Strength beyond the Valour of her own Sex, or 
ot the molt daring Soldier. | 

After masy Encounters with the Spaniards,. we ſhur 
dur ſelves up in Bliemberg, reſolving to defend the 
ame to the laſt Extremiry, where there happened what 
you have now ſeen; I by my Commanders Order be- 
ing ſeparated from my Two Friends, they were Slain 


in the Breach that was made in the Walls of the Town; 
and we may, ſuppoſe that Leander being firſt Killed, 


Aſpaſia not willing to ſurvive him hath been Slain on 
his Bedy, and expired embracing him. As for me, 


Brave, but too pitiful Captain would have ſuffered me 
ro die; but cauſed me to be brought into the Place 


where I am, the loſs of B'ood having laid me among 


the Dead.; And now having farisfied both your Cu- 


am 


publiſhed an Order, That the Law ſhould proceed 


I had fallen in the forefront of the Combat, if this | 


Stars, my Friend and my Miſtreſs. 


nour by Leander and his Wife, under a Tomb: ſtone, 
Hiſtory: Firſt, Thar Parents are to blame in deſtinating 


rage, even of the weakeſt Sex, and makes them Va- 


* 


3 
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am bereaved of the Light of my Eyes, thoſe twin 


Aleran thus ending his Diſcourſe, and had like to 
Have ended his Life, ſo extreamly did Grief oppreſs 
his Spirit; but the Marqueſs admiring his great Cou- 
rage, ordered the Doctor and Surgeon to endeavour his 5 
Cure with their beſt Skill and Application; but wWhe- 
ther from the depth of his Sorrow, or pain of his | 
Wounds, poor Aleran died two Days after; and was 
by the Command of the Marquefs interred with Ho- 


with this Inſcription, The Three Lovers, inſeparable in 
Life and Death. | 
Many Remarkable Morals may be drawn from this 


Children in Marriage to Perſons which they abhor. Again, 
Thar Deſpair carries Amorous Souls imo unknown Pan- 
gers and Misfortunes; and that Love raiferh the Cou® 
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liant to Admiration. In Aleran appears the Image of 
a faithful Friend, and an Unparallel d Lover, his Eriend- 
ſhip triumphing over his Love: And the Generoſity of 
the Marqueſs de Varanbon in honouring the Memory of 8 
thoſe whom he Vanquiſhed, ought never to be forgot- 
ten by Foſterity. „ 
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1 


NOVEL VI. 


Beauty of Elfreda, Daughter to the Duke of Devon- 

ſhire; he fell in Love with her, and giving her an 

indifferent Charatter, he married her him elf with 

the King's Conſent ; but the Rumour of her Superla- 

tive Handſomneſs increaſing, the King made ber & 

Viſit, and diſcovering his Favorites Treachery, kill'd 
bim in Hunting, and made her his Queen. 


DG AR Ring of England had a Favourite, named 
Earl Ethelwold, who had gained ſo far upon 
the Affections of his Maieſty, chat he governed the 
Paſſions, as well as the Subjects of the King, as abſo- 


9 a. dutely as himſelf, who atted nothing but by his Coun- 


7855. ſels, ſaw nothing bur by his Eyes, and as if he had 
deen to love nothing but with his Heart; he intruſted 
him to go and View a young Lady, called Elfredz, 
= Da r and Heir co Orgdarus, Duke of Devonſhire, 
and Founder of Taviſtock Abbey, one of the greateſt 
Lords of his Kingdom; Ethelwol/, who could well 
zudge of Beauty, had a Commiſſion, that if he found 
ber as ſhe was repreſented, to bring her wich him, 
m;reſolving to make her his Queen; tho' beſides her 
Beauty, her Fortune was ſo large, that it was no Policy 
NF 14 in the King to commit the Choice of her to Ethel- 

wold. The Duke of Devonfhire had been the Cauſe 
of great Troubles during the Reign of the precedent 
= King ; for which he was confined to his Territory, 
and chat was the Reaſon the fair EIfreda had never ap- 
wpeared in the Court of England: In this manner was 
cis Favourite qualified with a Commiſſion to furnith 
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The Loves of Edgar King of England. Who ſenling 
his Favourite to give him an Account of the famed | 


Twelve Delightful Novels 63 


the King with a Wife, and che Throne of England with 
a Queen. This Conjuncture ſeemed very conſonant with 
his Deſigns ; he flattered the King in his Deſire of Mar- 
" rying Elfrede, and departed wich an abſolute Power 
to conclude or brea's off the Marriage as he judged 
convenient, | N 
Ethelwold being arrived in Devonſhire, and the pri- 
vate Article in his Commiſſion, being the Examination 
of her Beauty, he reſolved to ſee her before he made 
any Propoſals. He pretended to have taken thut Jour- 
ney to ſet the Duke right once more with the Croun 
of England; and this good Office deſerved all the 
Civility could be ſhewed him, the Daughter was called 
to bear a part in the Acknowledgments. Never did 
old Story ſpeak of any Lady with ſo much Advantage 
as the Engliſh Chronicle does of Elfreda, the Deſcrip. 
tion made of her, reliſnes more of the Romance chan 
true Hiſtory; and yet the Effects her Beauty produced 
were ſo ſtrange and ſo great, they ſeem to juſtify the 
Encomium given of her. The Earl was dazled at the 
very firſt glance, and this Surprize was preſencly con- 
verted into 4 violent Paſſion, and that into a Reſolution 
never to put her into the Arms of his Maſter. He 
proeeeded inſtantly to a Treaty, but it was for himſelf, 
thereby teaching Poſterity, That in matters of Love 
they ſhould never give their Agents ſo abſolute a Power, 
as may tempt them to abuſe it. . 
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There being no Perſon in che Court of England ſo» BY 
great as Ethelwold, the Duke of Devonſhire took the 
Propoſicion as a very great Honour, and granted it 
without any Demur; 1o all things being concluded, 
and no:hing wanting to conſummate the Buſineſs but the all 
Nuptial Benediction; Ethelwold informed the Duke, 
that in Duty he was obliged to acquaint his Majeſty 8 
therewith ; under which Pretence he took his leave 5 5 
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the Duke, and returned preſently to Court; where he 
gave Edgar a Character of Elfreda quite contrary to 
What he had conceived already; true it is, Sir, ſaid 
the Earl to the King, Elfreda has all things about her 
requiſite to make a Lady Handſome, and yet with all | 
thoſe Accompliſhments ſhe is far from it her ſelf: 


WR She has an ill Mein, which diſcredits her Shape, ſhe 
RE has a red Lip, but withour any Sweetneſs; her Eyes 
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are Large, Grey, and Well-ſet; but ſhe has a way 
of opening them alrogether unbecoming; her Looks 
are ſo Childiſn and Silly, they abate much the excel- 
lency of her Complexion ; In ſhort, Sir, the Features 
and Proportions of this Lady are nor agreeable, bur ſo 
hudled together, that their Confuſions ſpoils their Har- 
mony, and never any Lady but the Duke of Devon- 
ſhire's Daughter had ſo much diſagreeableneſs, and fo 
much Beauty in one Perſon. 

To this extravagant Deſcription, Ethelwold added 
certain prerended Reaſons of State: As that, fince the 
Dake of Devonſhire had been baniſh'd the Court, he 
had contracted grear Debts, and Mortgaged a conft- 
derable Part of his Eftate ro the Dukes and Earls his 
Neighbours : That he was odious to the Engliſh Na- 
tion; and chat his Journey into Devonſhire having gi- 
ven ſome Alarm and Suſpicion,--the People began al. 
ready to declare againſt the Match; with ſuch Diſ- 
courſcs as theſe he wrought upon the King, that con- 
ſidering the inconventence of Proceeding, he gave over 
his Deſign. Bur this ſingle Effect of the Earls Coun- 
ſels could not content liim, he knew Edgar was of an 
Amorous Complexion, and he muſt find out ſome thing 
to entertaia him. Ethelwol1,after diligent Enquiry, found 
out a fir Object for the King's Love, England is not 
barren of Beauties, and it was a Miſtreſs for his Ma- 
jeſty he wamed. He met with a young Lady called 
$6 | | | 12 
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the handſomeſt Woman in the Kingdom: The Earl 
$ preſented her to the King to obtain his Protection 


| 2a Repreſentation of her excellent Qualities, that ſhe 


took occaſion to renew his Deſigns againſt the Duke 


Duke kept Intelligence with the Duke of Normandy, 
and preſſing his Ma'eity to puta ſtop to rhe Ambirion 


| Adoration ; he eſteemed. her a Thouſand Times more 
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Wilfride, who had withdrawn her ſelf into a Mona- 


ſtery, to avoid the inſolencies of her Guardian; ſne 
was Young, Unfortunate, and next the Dukes Daughter, 


againſt her Guardian, who would Marry her to a Per- 
ſon ſhe could not poſſibly Love. He gave him ſuch 


received ſenſible Marks of the King's Inclination: E- 
thelwold hugged himſelf at his good Succeſs; he uſed 
Wilfride wich all Kindneſs and Compaſſion, and pro- 
miſed to ſecure her from the Violence of her Adver- 
ſary; ſo that ar length he prevailed upon her to 
comply with the King's Deſires, and reſign her ſelf 
wholly to his Pleaſure, | | | 

Finding Edgar engaged with this Lady, the Ear! 


of Devonſhire, pretending he had Advice, that the 


of this Nobleman, by marrying his Daughter to one 
of his Subiects, and ſeemed to intimate, that it would 
advance his own Fortune, if his Majeſty would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to conſent he himſelf might make 
her his Wife: Not that he had fo great a Kindneſs 


for Elfreda, ſhe being very indifferent and unaccepr- W 


able to him; and that his Loyalty and Tranquillity of WY 
the Nation were the principal Motives which prevailed 
upon him to deſire her for his Wife. The King, who ll 
could deny nothing ro ſo dear a Favourite, readily 
conſenred to beſtow her upon him; and che Earl for 
the Advantage of the Kingdom is ſent into Devonſhire 8 
ro marry the Duke's Daughter. Never was any Man 
ſo Happy as this Lover; he admired Elfreda, even to 
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Handſome now ſhe was his Wife than before, and 


though it was Obedience only to her Father which 
ovliged Elfreda ro marry him, having never loved any 
thing but him; yer the bare Act of Marriage wrought 
as effectually upon the Heart of the young Lidy, as 
if ſhe had been long Courted. The Prelence of her 
Husband was quick'y dear to her, the was concern'd 
ar his Abſence, and unde rſtanding he de ſigned to return 
to Court, Ah, Sir, ſaid the to him oge Day, This is 
that I have been always afraid of, the Love of a Ser- 
vant and a Husband are excceding different. I re- 
member a roguith Song my Governeſs taught me when 


I was a Child, which I fear contains a fatal Predittion 


of my Deſtiny ; having ſaid, thus with an Innocent 


Smile that almoſt raviſhed her Husband, ſhe began to 


repeat them. 


Whilſt Love's ſuſpended, and in fear 
Of a Repul e, nothings too Pear, + 
Or good to hang at Lad es Ear. . 

But if the Damo el ont e complies, | 
And pities Rheum in Szrvants Bes; : & 
Farewel all future Sacrifice. 5 wv 
Six Days Poſſeſſion at the moſt, — 

Makes a Man Curſe his former Colt, 7 
And reckons Time and Preſents Loſt. | 


No, no, dear Elfreda, replied the Artorous Ethel- 
wild, embracing her in his Arms, nothing ſha'l ever 
extinguiſh the Paſſion I have for you, I am coo much 
enamored, and you too Handſome not to be always 
the Miſtreſs of your Husband. Why then will you 


leave me, my Lord, replied the melancholy EIfreda, 
1 could you part. with me ſo ſoon if you loved me ſo 


much as you pretend? Nay, my Dear, replied the 


— 
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Earl, my Journey is of Neceſſity, I muſt needs go 
where my Duty requires me; Wauld you have me 
Rerounce the Favour of my Prince, the Advantages I 


have thereby, and the Care of the State, which his 
moſt Gracious Majeſty has committed almoſt entirely 


to my Conduct? What Neceſſity is there, reply'd 


| Elfreda of theſe Advantages; is not the Duke my Fa- 


ther Rich and Great enough to advance your For- 
tunes? And can you think that when I cannot enioy 
you, the thought of your Travelling for the good of 
the Nation will give me any Eaſe; Ab, my Lord, let 


us promote our own private Felicity, and leave the 


Care of the Publick to others, the Satisfaction and 
Fleaſures the whole World can give, cannot wipe away 
one of the Tears your Abſence will bring upon my 
Cheeks; and, in ſhorr, to tell you my final Reſou- 
tion, either you muſt be kind and ſtay here with me, 
or be ſo obliging as to let me bear you Company, 


otherwiſe there may be Danger, we ſhall never meet 
any more. Theſe two Propoſitions were equally Fatal 


to the Earl; he uſed all his Arr to reduce her to Rea- 
ſon; loved Elfreda very well, and his own Advance- 
ment no leſs. He was conſcious of the Cheat he had 
put upon the King, and he had no Mind his Wife 
ſnould come to Court to detect him; he endeavoured 
to excuſe himſelf by the unſeaſonableneſs of the Wea- 
ther, and promiſed to return in a ſhort time; but 
the new Bride would not be paid in that Coin, ſhe 


charg d him with Inconſtancy and Contempt, and forced lM 


him at laſt to confeſs the whole Truth. 
What Confidence is to be placed by a Husband in a 


young Lady, whoſe Heart has been acquainted with Love 
but a few Days in a Conjug 1 Way? Ethelw ld expected 


this Declaration ſhould have ſtopt her Deſires of Ac- 
company ing him to London, and have ſatisfied her ay 
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he really loved her; but, alas! he was not acquainted 


with the Humour of moſt of the Female Sex: Ambr- | 


rion is natural to them, and the Honour of being a 


Queen will overcome all other Conſiderations. The 


Counteſs eaſily Comprehended by his Diſcourſe, and that 
he had ſpoke Hig'-Treaſon againſt her Beauty, and 
not only deprived her of a Crown, but prevented her 
from all Opportunity of going to Court while Edgar 
was Living. This poſeſt her with ſuch an Abhorrence 
of her Husband's Diſingenuity, that ſhe began to hate 


him more than ſhe had loved him before; and in 


truth, after this Diſcovery, he had no Reaſon to fear 


her following him -gainſt his Will, who never uttered 


a Word to perſuade him to ſtay. She look'd ſadly 
upon the Walls f her Father's Court, reckoning them 
to be her perperual. Prion, and the only part of the 
World the was like to fee. She was often diſcourfing 
with her Father, or the new Attendants her Husband 


had left with her about the Beauty of the City of 


Emaon, and the Magnificence of the Court; and re- 
volving in her Mind that ſhe was baniſh'd for all her 
Life Time, art leaſt during her Youth, from that place 


where ſhe might have Reigned as Sovereign, had not 


the Treachery of Ethelwold prevented it; ſhe gave 
her ſelf over to Melancholy, ſo that nothing could 
Comfort her. The Duke imagining this ſadneſs pro- 
ceeded from the Abſence of her Husband, aſſured her 
continually of his ſudden Return, he ſhewed her the 
Letters he had received to that purpoſe, and uſed all 
means poſſib'e to divert Her. Bur it was not the ſight 
of her Conſort ſhe longed for; ſhe feared his Pre- 
ſence now as much as ſhe defired it beſore. 

Whilſt her Thoughts were in this Agitation, a Pain- 
ter arrived in that Toyn, who went from one Court 
to another to make a Cole&ion of the Pictures 
5 4 
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| who kad been ſometime in England: Upon his Re- 


Daughter might fir, which he obtained without any 


able, and perceivirg ſhe had hit her Deſign, and that 


he muſt go to the Gurt of King Edgar, where the 


drawn him into, without her Aſſiſtance, nor was ſhe 


Þ»elve Delightful Novels. 69 


all the fine Laides in Europe, to furniſh a Gallery of 
his Maſter the Nuke of Modena. This Picture- Drawer 
had heard much Diſcourſe of the Beauty of E/freda, 
from a French Man, one of his Acquainrance at Rome, 


port, he concluded he could carry nothing more. grate- 
tul ro his Maſter then the Picture of this Lady; he 
came therefore to the Duke's ballace, and with all due 
Formality, begged leave of the Nobleman that his 


Scruple. The Duke loved his Daughter very tenderly, 
and knowing nothing of the Incrigue of his Son- in- 
Law, he thought the giving her Picture bur a ching 
Indifferent. But the Counteſs had other Thoughts, ſhe 
contributed to the utmoſt to make her ſelf more Ami- 


her Picture was very well done, ſne told the Painter, 
if he would acquit himſelf we'l of his Commiſſion 


greareſt Beauties Were. 

The Engliſh Women in all Ages have been allowed 
the handſomeſt in the World; and tho' the Italian 
had got the Choice of all, in the Picture of the young 
Counteſs; yer he reſolved to have Wilfrides too, for lM 
the Reputation the had of being the King's Miſtreſs: 
He then repaired to London, and Elfreda having told 
him that Edgar was very curious in Pictures; ſhe 
hoped by this Means he might come to have a ſight 
of hers, and be convinc'd of the Error the Earl had 


miſtaken in her Meaſures : The King was defirous to jb 
ſee his Pictures when he heard of his Arrival; and 
tho' the Duke of Adena had ordered him to ſhew le 
them to veiy few Perſons, the Liberalicy of the King 
ſoon removed that Difficulry. The Italian aſſured ug We 

| | | e 
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he ſhould ſee the beſt he had, and the King choſe 
ilfreds Chamber to view them in, chat ſhe might par- 
take of the Divertiſement. The Painter beſceched 


him to bring but a few with him, and in Complia ce 
with him, he only brought Ethelwold and Wilfrede; 


the firſt Picture the Painter produced was Eleanor, the 


Daughter of the Earl of Gyyenne, married afterward 
ro the King of France ; ſhe it was that charmed Sala- 
dine General of the Saracens, ſaid Ethelwild, who 
told him, that unleſs he could ſpeak her Language 
ſhe could not underſtand his Courtſhip, which forced 
this great Captain to betake himſelf to his Book, and 
to ſtudy the French Tongue, which his Love to her 
prompted him to attain, in ſome ſociable Meaſure, in 
Fourteen Days; after her came the Picture of Elvira, 
Miſtreſs to Ramine, the Conqueror of Aragon, who 
loved her with ſo much Paſſion, that in the Wars 
which he had, he uſed to leave his Lady in ſome 
weak Fortreſs, that his Deſire t keep her out of the 
Enemies Hands might oblige him to perform extra- 
ordinary Actions in the Battle; Adelaida was the next 
the Painter offered, who was ſhe, my Lord, faid i- 
fred to Ethelwold, Madam, reply'd he, ſhe was Queen 
of the Lombards, and Wife ro Oth) the Great; the 
Amazonian Habit in which ſhe is drawn, Correſponds 
exceeding with the Actions of her Lite, who detended 
a Town in Lombardy, in the Abſence of her Husband, 
and did him as much Service as the beſt of his Gene- 
rals. Theſe Actions of Va'our, reply'd Edgar are rare 
in Perſons of that Sex, and I cannot but commend 
the Judgmem of the Painter in the Election of his 
Picture. | | 
In this manner the King of En land and his Fa- 
vourite were diſcourſing ot the Italians Pictures, and 


the Earl perceiving his Majeſty” much delighted with 
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his Stories, gave a pleaſant Character of every one of 
them: when on a ſudden the Painter chang'd the 


Scene of their Mirth, by producing the Picture of 
Elfreda, which ſtruck the por Lord like a clip of 


Thunder. The Counteſs had given him no Notice 


that her Picture was drawn, and he was utterly unpre- 
pa red againſt ſo unexpected an Accident. He look d 
pale, and trembled, and the King perceived his Di- 
ſtraction, which he attributed to his being ſurpriz d 
at the fight of ſo conſummate a Beauty, as he him- 
ſelf was likewiſe. Is it poſſible, ſays he to the Pain- 
ter, that this Picture ſhould be after the Life? Yes, 
Sir, ſaid the Earl, interrupting the Painter, It is the 
picture of my Wife, but ſo flattered and improved, 
that if the other Ladies have ſuch Advantages, I dare 
aſſure your Majeſty there is no one Original has any 
likeneſs ro the Copy: The Painter knew well enough 
he could juſtify the Fidelity of his Art, Elfieda was 
much Handſomer than her Picture. But obſerving the 
Count her Hushand ditparaging her Beauty with more 
tian ordinary Vehemence, he iuppoſed there was ſome 
Rea ſon for it, and being unwilling to contradict a Per- 


ſon of his Dignity, reply'd coldly, 1 have no: ſeen, 


my Lord, all the Perſons whoſe Pictures I have with 


me; ſome of them are Copies, as Adelard and Elvira, kW 


who are both of them Dead; others were taken by 


ſome of my Companions who aſſiſted me, that we WY 
might quickly return Home to fatisfy the Impatience Ui 
of the Duke of Modena my Maſter ; but what I have 


done my felt, 1 dare aſſure his Majeſty, I have added bs - 
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The Earl was in hopes this prudent and udicious 


Anſwer might have ſatisficd Edgar: But on the con- 


trary, he was ſo ſurprizʒ d with the Conemplation of 4 af 
Elfreda's PiAure, chat he regarded nothing elle, What, 1 if 
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Mays he, in the utmoſt Tranſport, it 8 impoſſible but 
chat the Features of this Face muſt make the Hand- 
ſomeſt Woman in the World; Tell me ingeniouſſy 
Ethelwold, has your Wie theſe Eyes, this Mouth, 
this Noſe, and this excellent Mould of her Face; 


WW yes, Sir, reply'd Ethelwold, who was much diſturbed 


with theſe kind of Queſtions, ſhe has all of them, and 
your Majeſty may remember, that in the Character 1 
gave of her, I told you, never homely Woman was 
ſo we'l provided to be Handſom, and that all the Fea- 
tures of her Face were to be admired; but they are 
not ſo well proportioned in her Face as in this Picture. 


The Majeſtick and Vigorous Air you behold, is but 


the fancy and ſtrong Imagination of the Painter, and 
nor at all viſible in the Life. I will ſee this Prodigy, 
reply'd the King with ſome Eagerneſs, For if Elfreda 
haas all the Graces his Pencil has repreſented, and be 
ill-favour'd notwithitanding, ſhe is in my Judgment the 
greateſt Miracle in the Worlc. 
This Propoſition of Edgars made both Ethel wold 
and Wilfride Tremble; and though the Earl did his 
utmoſt ro conſtrain himſelf, and anſwered the King, 
as if his Wife. would be much Honoured by ſuch a 
Viſir, yet he uſed his urmoſt endeavour to divert his 
Reſolution; he admonithd Wilfride to contribute her 
Aſſiſtance ; he counterfeired Letters that Devon was 
viſited wich the Plague, and opened them in the pre- 
ſence of the King: He bribed all the Court Phyſicians 
to diſuade him from his Journey; but all was inef- 
fectual. The Pi&ure of Elfreda had inſpired ſuch a 
Curioſity in the Breaſt of the King, that no Difficulty 
or Danger could deter him. He appointed à Hunting 
Match at a Pallace he had a Days Journey from 
Devon, and reſolved to fee the Counteſs the next 
Day : All the Earl could do, was to obtain _ Li. 
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| verry to go two or three Hours before, and give 


the Duke his Father-in-Law Notice. of the King's 


coming. No doubt but Love and Ambition em- 


ploy d his Thonghts upon the Road, and were 
equally divided. When he conſidered his Crime he 
had Committed againſt his Majeſty in betraying his 
Confidence, and the inevitable Danger he was in of 
being Diſcovered; he was thinking he could do no 
leſs than to deliver up his Wife with his own Hands 
to the King, ard to try how far that would Work 
for his Pardon; on the other Hand, when he conſi- 
dered ſhe was endued with all the Beauties capable 
to adorn a Woman, he reſolved to dye a Thou- 
ſand Deaths, rather than to ſee her in the Poſeſſion 
of another: But when he came Home, the ſight of 


her confirmed him the more in his Reſolution : He 


uſed all the Rhetorick he was Maſter of to per- 
ſuade her to Counter feit her ſelf Ill, and not to ap- 
pear to the King; but, alas! to whom did he 
Addreſs himſelf, Alfreda would have purchaſed 
what he prohibited with the loſs of her Life; ſhe - 
reply'd, if ſhe ſhould conceal her ſelf from him, 

it would but Augment his Curiofiry to ſee her 
that he being King and ſhe his Subject, if he was 
reſolved to have a fight of her, there was no way 
to prevent it, and therefore it would be better for 
her to appear cheertully in his Preſence. Theſe Ar- 
guments made poor Ethelw:ld almoſt deſperate; bur 
ſince ſhe ſpoke nothing but Reaſon, and that if 


Edgar ſaw her not one Day he would another; 


fince ſhe her ſelf conſented, he cry'd, well then, 
fce if you pleaſe, ſaid he, the moſt curious Monarch 
in the World, He is our Maſter, and I find you are 
pleas'd with his Defire ; but let me en'oin you one 


thing, my Dear E{freda, not to make the moſt of 
| BB OE 


your 
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Your Beauty, nor exhibir to his Eyes all your Charms; Th 
let me beg of you, at leaſt not to be nicely Dreſt, e th 
but in a negligent Habit, to ſpeak Ittle, and what 
you do, as far as you can from the purpoſe. El- 
Freda made ſuch uſe of this Doctrine, as a Wirty i. 
Woman would do; ſhe knew, by his Inſtructions Nen 
how to diſpleaſe the King, and what courſe ſhe PPPO 
ſhould rake to pleaſe and give him Satisfaction : "ſan 
Whatever he en'oined her ſhe praiſed the clear 
contrary, and was never ſo curiouſly Dreſt, nor fo 
Handſome. 0 
The King at the firſt ſight of her went away 
ſtrangely enamoured, and loved her already with his 
very Soul, her Wit, her Air, ard every thing 
charm'd him, ſo that being ſenfible of the Earls 
Inidelity, he would certainly have ſent him to Pri- 
fon; had not the Apprchenſion of diſpleaſing his 
Wife reſtrained him. After this Viſit Edgar found 
ber too Handſome to be confin'd, and languiſh in 
the Solitudes of the Country. He confer'd great 
Offices and Prefrements on the Duke, who coming 
to Court brought his fair Daughter along with him, 
at which, tho Ethelwold was deeply concern d; yet 
' ſhe had ſo great a Protector, that he had no hope 
of being revenged, he tliought his beſt Play was 
Patience, and took h's Misfortunes ſo much to Heart, 
that it would have been Charity to have knock d 
Him on the Head. In ſhort time he died of Melar- 
choly, and the Love of Edgar being no longer re- 
ſtrained by the preſence of Ethelwold, it ſoon ir- 
creaſed to ſuch a height, that no leſs then the 
Throne of England was able to circumſcribe it, 
and indeed it was not long before ſhe arrived to that 
Dignity her Ambition arrived at, and was Crowned 
Queen of England, | 
15 Thougl. 
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frhough my Author gives rhe preceeding Account 
of che Death of Ethelwold, yet our Engliſh Chro- 
Inicle relates it otherwiſe ; Namely, That the King 
ing reſolved to puniſh his Treacherous Favourite, 
' (diſſembled his Reſentment for ſometime, and having 
E ppointed a great Hunting Match, in the Chaſe he 
ook him at Advantage, and ran him through, who 
inſtantly Expired on the ſpot r. 
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The Deluded Coxcombs. Two Captains of the Gallies, 
being deeply in Love, with twy Toung Ladies, were 
perſuaded by one of the Slaves, that he could by 
Witchcraft procure them the Enjoyment f them, 
and obliging them to ſtrip in a cold Winter Night, 
and ſuffer him to tye them to a Tree, run away 
with their Cloths and Money, and gained his Li- 

berty. A pleaſant Intriegue. 
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- Notorious Villain and Chear, being for his 
many Crimes condemned to row in the Gal- 
lies at Marſeilles in France, gives the following Ac- 
count of his Efcape from thence, which you ſhall 
have in his own Words. 
I was Born ina Town in Dauphine, my Name is 
Peter, my Parents were of good Repuration, and 
though mean, yer Honourable and Virtuous, I being 
leit an Orphan, and having no Friend in the World 
to aſſiſt me, fell at length into il! Company, and 
committed ſeveral Thefts, for which I was ſentenced 
to be a Galley Slave all my Life. This dreadful 
Confinement made me apply all my Thoughts to 
find out the means for procuring my Liberty, I tried 
many which came to no Effect; at length I hap- 
pened upon one which reſtored me to my Freedom on 
this Wiſe. The Captain of the Galley where I was 4 
Slave, was exceedingly in Love with a Lady of great 
Quality, and ſhe having an Averſion to him, all che 
Arts and Stratagems he could deviſe, could not bring 
her to a Compliance, which increaſed his Paſſion for 
her ſo, that he could enjoy no Reſt. I having got 
Knowledge hereof by the Report of my Fellow Slave, 
who went daily to carry Water, Wood, and other 
„ nueceſſaries 
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neceffaries to my Maſter's Houſe, reſolved to try 
my Fortune, and not loſe the preſent Occaſion. I 


therefore treared him kindly, promiſing that if he 
would faitBfully aſſiſt me, he might be aſſured of 


obtaining his Liberty, which I would procure both 


for him and my ſelf. Honeſt Anthony, for ſo was he 
called, was fo elevared with the Sound of Liberty, 
that he thought it long till I did employ him, and 


declare what he ſhould do for me, who finding him 


ſo tractable, and a little Fooliſh, My Friend Anthony, 
ſaid I, it is ſome time fince that I intended to im- 
part a Secret to you, not having that Confidence til! 


now, that you were a Perſon I could truſt with a 


Matter of ſuch Importance, which requires Privacy 
and Fidelity; you know very well that our Maſter 
is extreamly ſmitten with a Lady that dwells near che 


great Church, and how much ſhe difdains him, not 


Having allowed him the leaſt Favour, notwithſtanding - 


the Coſt and Pains he has been at to procure the 


fame. Now eif I can find out a way to make him 


enjoy his Pleaſure, without Charge, or waiting at her 
Door, what Reward do you ſuppoſe he would be- 


ſtow upon me for effecting the ſame ? Certainly, - 
ſaid Ant hany, he would not only give thee thy Liberty, 
but likewiſe the Freedom of all thoſe whom thou 

fnalt demand: Well, Friend, ſaid I, if thou haſt any 


pirticular Acquaintance with any one chat 18 moſt 


Familiar with him, inform him of this Affair, and 
aſſure him that I will certainly perform whatever 1 
roman | | 

Ant hom was ſo well pleaſed wich this Propoſal, that 
without anſwering a Word, or bidding me Farewel, 
he flew like Lightning to a Soldier in the Galley, 
defiring him to bring him to the Captain's Houſe, 
to impart to him a matter of great Conſequence; he 


as ſoon admitted, and the Governor of the Houſe 


FE 
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came to the Maſter of the Galley, charging him t 
ſend me with a Soldier to the Captain. I was much 


pleaſed with Anthony's great Diligence which had fl 


quick an Effect, and made me hope for Succeſs h 
my Undertaking. I was brought to the Captain; 
Houſe, Ragged, Naked, with a great Chain ar my 
Foot; however, he came to meet me with a ſmilin 
Countenance, as if. I had been a Perſon of Honour, 
and laying his Hand upon my Shaven Crown, ask d me 
what Country Man I was, what was my Name, and why! 
wis Condemned to the Gallies: I having anſwered 
Him the beſt I could, wich Lyes, Excuſes, and Diſ- 
ſimulation, he drew me aſide to the Corner of the 
Room, asking, if that which Anthony had prom ſed 
Was certain, Sir, ſaid I, I know not what he hath 
Aid, nor what promiſe he hath made®; yet if he 
Hath told you any thing of what I charged him with, 
I can aſſure you every tittle is true; Sir, I told him, 
That if you would releaſe me our of the Miſery! 
endure, and fer me wholly ar Liberty, I could pro- 
cure the Enjoyment of the Lady, for whom you have 
ſuch a tormenting Paſſion, which if I do not accom- 
pliſn, you ſhall willingly cut off my Head, or chrom 
me into. the Sea. . | 
Thou engageſt thy ſelf deeply, ſaid the Captain, 
already defirous to fee the effect of my Promiſe; 
but if thou art a Man of ſo much Skill and Know- 
ledge, as to do this for me, this Galley wherein thou 
art ſhall be part of thy Recompence, for, I will not 
only give thee thy Freedom, but will make thee one 
of the Principal Servants in my Family: But prichee 
tell me how thou cameſt by this Art, and after what 
manner thou wilt perform it; Sir, ſaid I, you ſhall 
know that I was educated under a 2 Aſtrologer, 
who upon pretence of caſting Horoſcopes, and Nati- 
vities, ſecretly practiſed the Science of Magick, with 
reer e 8120 


I cu may go aut on Horſeback with 
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out being ſuſpected by any one; he employ'd me 


in ſome of his Magical Experiments, ſuppoſing chat 
I being Young, and dull of Apprehenfion, could ne- 


ver underſtand any ching of his Criminal Practiſes; 


but herein he was deceived, for tho' 1 ſeem'd Fooliſh 
and Ignorant, yer I had an Eye on all his Perfor- 
mances, and retained them in my Memory, partt- 
cularly thoſe that concerned Love Matters, among, 
which 1 have one certain and approved Secret, that 
it a Woman were as cold as Ice, and hard as an 
Adamant, I will render her as Complaiſant and Soft 
as Wax. But this Arcanum that I propounded to you 
being Magical, it is requiſite that I have ſome Hats 
of the Party beloved to put it in Execution, with 
which and ſome other Ceremonies that muſt be per- 
formed, the Ladies Heart will be ſo inflamed, char 
ſhe will take no reſt but when ſhe is in Company, or 
thinketh of the Man ſhe Loves. This Operation muſt 
be done in the Night at the increaſe of the Moan, 
and in the open Fields, and there muſt only be Three 
in Company, and theſe ſtout and reſolute Perſons, 
that will nor be diſmaid or affrighred at whatever 
they may hear or ſe. 7 
If to further the Buſineſs, ſays the Captain, there 
needs only a couragious Heart, we ſhall eaſily Com- 
paſs our Deſire; for though all the Powers of Dark- 
neſs ſhould appear, I will never Retrear a Srep, nor 
change my Countenance for Fear. As to the Hairs 


thou haſt mentioned, I will furniſh rhee with whar 


thou ſhalt require. I know, Sir, ſaid I, by your 
Face, that your natural Inclination would ſoon in- 


duce you. to the Study of Magick, which if you | 


learnt you might effect Wonders by ir. And the 
time now favouring us, let us not ſuffer this ſcaſon of 
the Moon to paſs without accompliſhing our Buſineſs. 
2 that ſhal! 
D, 4 „ 
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Accompany you: As for me, tho' I am very uneaſy 
with the Weight of this Chain, yer I defign to go 
on Foot. All things ſnall be in readineſs, ſaid the 
Caprain, againſt Thurſday Night; and ſince Experience 
and Ingenuity hath made thee Maſter of this oc- 
cult Science, be ſure to negle& nothing by careleſ. 
neſs, that may contribute to the perfecting our Pro- 
jet; and for the preſent return again to the Galley; 
Tor I will ſend to thee by the Governor of my 
Houſe, who ſhall be the Third of our Company, a 
Faithful, Valiant Man: In the mean time, if any 
thing be wanting provide the ſame, and I will pay 
for it. After this Diſcourſe I parted from my Ma- 
ſter more joyful than ever I was in my Life, and 
being come to the Galley, I found my good Anthony, 
who impatiently waited my Return, to know how 
my Buſineſs thrived, and what Bargain I. had made 
with the Captain; I gave him an Account of all, 
with freſh Aſſurances, that when I was in Favour, 
the next thing I asked ſhould be his Liberty. 

In the interim, I pereeived the Governor entring 
the Galley, with an inflamed Countenance running 
rather than walking, and inquiring for me; having 
perceived me he drew me afide, faying, I am the 


hither ro know whether all things are provided that 


talked of, for I have Money enough to purchaſe 
whatever thou requireſt ; and that I may offer ' thee 
ſomerhing on my own behalf, accept of this Crown 


"Friendſhip which ſhall be between us, and be aſſured 
I ſhall be very kind to thee upon the Captain's Ac- 
count. However, it is but reaſonable that thou 
ſnouldſt make ſome Return by doing ſomething for 


o. liged 


Governor of the Captainꝰ Houſe, who hath ſent me 


may be neceſſary for effe&ing the Bufineſs that you 


of Gold which I give thee, as a Token of that 


me; I reply d, very humbly, Sir, I am very much. 
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bidet i& you for condeſcending ſo far as to haye 
any Regard to me who am ſo much your Inferiour, 


and will with all my Soul perform any thing for you 


that lies in my Power; I am not willing, faith the 


Governor, chat thou ſhouldſt venture thy. Soul, but 


being in the ſame Premunire with the Captain, 1 
would intreat thee that by the ſecret Power of thy 


Art, thou wouldſt procure me the Favour of a yo 


Lady of Quality, whom I have courted theſe Five 
Years; but becauſe my Circumſtances as to Eftare do 
not equal hers, I cannot in the leaſt prevail on her 
to grant me her Love: Now if thou canſt kill two 
two Birds with one Stone, I ſhall be forever thy Be- 


neſactor. Thou ſayſt, the time is very proper for 


accompliſhing the Captains Affair, becauſe the Moon 
is upon the Increaſe, what need then of any more 
Ceremonies about my Miſtreſs than his, and I have 
brought a Lock of her Hair, which for a Year paſs d 
I have carried about me, as a ſacred Relick. He gave 
me the Hair in a Paper, and I was extreamly pleaſed 
that the Third Man of our Company ſhould be likewiſe 
ſo beſotted, which promiſed a proſperous Event of 
the Cheat. Vet I appeared ourwardly ſome what 
Concerned, which he took notice of, and ask d whar 
it was that troubled me; nothing, Sir, ſaid I, but 
that I fear if the Captain ſhould know I do any thing 
for you, he might be offended, and I may loſe this 
Opportunity of gaining my Liberty; this'Confide- 
ration diſturbs me, - will tell him of it, fſaich 
he, The Enemy of Mankind, ſaid I, who never 
Sleeps : However, I am reſolved to ſerve. you to the 
urmoſt, and Venture the Captain's Diſpleaſure, ſince 
you have heen ſo generous ro me. EN, 
Now for the more effectual Performance of the 
Matter, it is neceſſary that you buy a large Sack, a 
greater and a ſmaller Hempen Cord, 4 Ells long, and 
2. new Kuife, for which you muſt pay whatever the 
LE ne . 
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Seller Demands without Abatement; and then aſſure 
your ſelf that within Seven Days you ſhall habe full 
Poſſeſſion of your Beloved.. This Anſwer, ſays he, 
15 more pleafing to. me than if the King had be- 
ftowed a penſion of a Thouſand' a Year upon me, 
and rhou ſhalr be nobly Recompenced ; and then 


© "Embracing me kindly, went away full of Joy, Hope, f 


and Ex pectation; leaving me the moſt ſatisfied Man 
in the World, ſince ' nothing more fortunate could 
have befallen me, and I hugged my ſelf at my own 
Thvencion, in having ſo blinded and beſotted both 
the Captain and Governor; yer ſometimes my Reſo- 
lurion began to flag, by conſidering the diſmal Con- 
ſequence of my miſcarrying : However, I made 2 
Virrue of Neceſſity, and with Boldneſs and Courage 
waitec for the Thurſday, which my Cullies thought 
was long a coming as well as I; they for the Hope 
of enjoying their Ladies, and I in expectation of 
gaining my precious Freedom ; every rime the Clock 
ſtruck they doubred whether rhey counted the Hours 
Right or nor, and in this extaſy diſcourſt of the 
_ Amorous Diverſion which they ſhou!d have with 
their Miſtreſſes. This earneſt Expectation and ex- 
tream Deſire of my perfecting their Deſign, pre- 
vented them from dei ſenſible of the Fraud I in- 
tended to pur upon them; ſo that thoſe who paint 
Love or Luſt blind, have Reaſon enough for it; 
otherwiſe they would have perceived that J ſold 
them nothing but Smoak, and niy Promiſes were all 
but Wind. 5 

At length the Night came which was enlightned 
with infinite Numbers of Stars, and filled my Soul 
with Joy, when my Honeſt Governor enters the 
Galley, gallanty clothed with his beſt Apparel, pur- 
ſuant to my Directions, as being a thing requiſite in 
theſe Magical Operations, and having ſaluted and em- 
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braced me, Friend, ſays he, Thou knoweſt I gan 
obtain any thing of the Captain, and to ſhew thee my 
he, Good-Will, I have got leave that thou ſnouldſt be 
de · ſreed from thy Chain for this Night, and it uy | 
ne, be forever, that thou mayſt perform thy Bufine 
en with greater Eaſe, though I found it difficult to pro- 
pe, cure this Favour from him; I began to ſuſpe& that 
lan this Kindneſs being offered without being deſired 
na was only to try me; I therefore reply d, Sir, I thanx 
unf you for your Kindneſs in taking off my Chain, but 
"bY muſt not accept it, becauſe every thing muſt re- 
0 main in the fame State, and that when I make this 
iS Tryal it muſt be in the ſame Cloths I uſually wear, 
and wich the Chain on my Leg, otherwiſe the Work 
Se will be ineffectual. | 1 
ht From chis Anſwer che Governor grew more con- 
PS fident of my Honeſty and e and embracing 
of me the ſecond time, Heaven, ſaid he, hath certainly 
KY ſent thee to this Galley, that thou mayſt Free my MM 
iS Maſter from the perplexiry he has been in for this 
Lady, and likewiſe to procure to thy ſelf Liherry , 
ch and Riches according to thy Hearts Deſire; if the 
NB Buſineſs fail our well, How wel? anſwered I, hath 
che Captain any Suſpition that I ſhould deceive. him, 
No, not in the leaſt, ſaid he, ſince if thou. didſt de- 
NS ſign to delude him, it is not in thy Power to do it; 
0 but the great deſire that we have to ſoften the 
1 Hearts of theſe Tygreſſes, that they may Love us, 
makes us think it impoſſible almoſt for thee to effect 
this mighty Alteration upon their Minds, for thouu 
knoweſt Lovers are deſpcrately afraid of miſcarry- 5 
l ing in theſe Tranſactions: Fear nothing, ſaid I, and 
CY rake no Care, for I will make fo ſtrong an Euchant- 
ment, that through your Miſtreſſes, though frozen 
like the Alps, ſhall be inflamed with Deſires; 
I. queſtion not your Art, ſaid the Governor, but 
| pray 
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pray tell me, why thou being ſo cunning a Fellow 
 cidſt nor Enchant the Judge to be in Love with 
thee, or to have let thee go Free, and not condemned 
thee to the Gallies : Ah, Sir, ſaid I, if this Secret 


could have prevailed upon a Man, I had long before 


now been a Duke or Governor of ſome Province, if 
not a Prince; bur he that firſt found it out, gave it 
virtue only to have influence upon thoſe of different 
Sexes, and to procure Love from. a Man to a Wo- 
man, or a Woman to a Man; I am fully ſatisfied, 
fad the Governor, with this Reaſon, and reckon the 
Succeſs as certain by the Hopes that thou giveſt 
me, as if I had already Poſſeſſion of my utmoſt 
Wich theſe Words we came to the other fide of 
the Harbour, where my kind Caprain waited for us 
with the utmoſt Imparience : He received me with 
much Kindnefs, and ask' d the Governor why my 


Chain was not taken off as he had charg'd him, I 


anſwerd him with what 1 had before ſaid to 


the Governor, wherewith he was ſtill more pleaſed. 


They both leaped on Horſeback, and 1 followed them 
at leaſure, becauſe of the weight of my Chain, and 
at length we arrived at the place appointed, bein 

about a Mile from Marſeilles : They then alighte 

and tied their Horſes to a Tree, I began with ſome 
neceſſary Ceremonies, and drew a Circle on the 
Ground, and made them Pronounce ſuch-ſtrong and 
unintelligible Words, which J diQared to them, as 
neither I my ſelf nor they underſtood, and turning 


bwuoout ſometimes to the Eaſt, and other while to the 


Weſt, I made them both tremble and be aſtoniſn'd. 
After I had for ſome time turned my ſelf about like 
a-Fool, I ordered the Caprain to come within the Cir- 
cle, and next to ſtrip himſelf, teaching him to ſay 


cerain Words at every pars of his Cloches that be 


pulled 
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pulled off, which he repeated ſo exactly after me, 
that he believed the miſſing of one Syllable would 


confound the Buſineſs ; being without any Fear or 
Suſpition, ſince the Governor was ſo near him; who 
was very impatient till I had done with the Captain, 


as doubting there would not be time enough, nor 


Enchantment ſufficient for himſelf. Pity moved me 
becauſe of his Innocence, chat my Heart would not 
ſerve me to take off his Shirt, becauſe of the cold 


Seaſon, which made the Teeth Chatter in his Head, I 
comforted and encouraged him, ſaying, That the 
Enchantment wauld ſoon be over, and he ſnould 


then have full Poſſeſſion of his Lady, enjoining him 


not to ſpeak one Word, which if he did we ſhould 
all three be inſtantly hoiſted into the Air by an 
Evil Spirit, and carried among the Turks into Bar- 
bary; I then gave him a Knife, ordering him to 
make Stabs or Motions towards the Four Quarters of 
the World, uttering ſome Words every time, and 
for a concluſion I made him go into a Sack; I then 
ſtood in Admiration of what I 1aw, for I was always 
afraid that his going into the Sack would make him 
ſenſible of the Deluſion, that I would put upon him; 
but lie was as Mild and Obedient as a Lamb, and 
without the leaſt Reſiſtance or Diſtruſt went into it, 


the preſence of the Governor giving him Aſſurance, 


who he thought was ignorant of his Love, elſe he 


would never have done it. | 


Having pack'd or ſack d up the Captain, I laid him 
upon his back on the Ground, tying the Mouth of 
the Sack with the Cord; ſtill encouraging the Go- 
vernor, and wiſhing. him to have Parience bur a 
Quarter of an Hour, and the Enchantment would 
be over; and taking him at ſome Diſtance from the 
Place, he in a great Rage cryed out, Well, I'll lay a 
Wager chat thou aſt forgot ſometling in _—_— 
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' cording to the Conſtitution of the Lady, and his be- 
ing exceeding diſdainful, I have made the Enchant - 


chantment be over. 


not thought he would rather judge that to be the 
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eſſect my Buſineſs, for 1 ſee. here neither Kniſe nor 
Sack provided for me, as was for the Captain, Sir, 
Aid 1, here is no need of a Sack, becauſe your Ma- 
gical Experiments are made ſtronger or weaker ac- 


ment of the Sack, which is ſtrongeſt of all: O Bro- 
ther, cried the Governor, what haſt thou done? My 
Miſtreſs is a meer Lyoneſs; for tho the Captains 
Lady Loves him not, yet ſhe ſhews him ſome Coun- 
tenance; and if it goes by diſdain we need a Hun- 
dred Sacks, rather than one to Conquer Her, have 
Patience, Mr. Governor, ſaid I, and do not afflict 
; your Self, there is a Remedy for all things but Death; 
I will make the Hairs and Cord to have equal Force 
and Power with the Sack; and ſince you ſay your 
Miſtreſs is ſo Cruel, I will add a fmall Matter to it, 
ſo that ſhe. ſhall not be able ro have any Reſt or 
Quiet in her Mind till ſhe ſees you; That is what I 
deſire my Friend, ſaid the Governor, Let us Martyr 
and Torment her in ſuch a manner, that my Love 
ſhall make her Thoughts uneaſy to her, and pray 
perform my Bufineſs quickly before my Maſter's En- 
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Wee chen came to thee where I told him his En- 
chantment fhould be made, and inſtantly making a 
Circle, and teaching him what he ſhould ſay and do, 
I made him go into che Circle ſtark Naked, be- 
cauſe I wanred a Shirt. I then took his Miſtreſſes 
Hairs, and twiſting them with a Cord, I tied his 
Hands therewith, to à Branch of a Tree, declaring 
to him the Myſery that was concealed in every Ce- 
remony. I would fain have tied his Feet had I 
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Fact of a Robber then a Magician, but as the Hands 
i. | : were 
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2 0 e en ouzh for my Purpoſes . having made them 


to' believe things improbable, yea, impoſſible to be 


in Love with a great many Ladies, who ſuppoſing 
them. To keep up my Reputation I frequented the 


Merchandize from Venice, I was much reſpected 
' fond, pretending to figh, and have a great _ 
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Dumb, Bound and Naked, defended from the ſnarp- 
neſs of the Air with. the Fire of Love only in their 
Breaſts, no Body could hinder me from my Liberty; 
ſo that ſtriking off my Chain with two or three 
Strokes of the Hammer I carried in my Focket, 
and taking one of their Horſes. and all their Cloths, 
1 ſoon rid out of Sight, and being arm d like ana- 
ther St. George, I took che High- Fay to Lyons, not 
having opportunity to procure the Freedom of my 
Friend Anthony, nor have had any Intelligence ſince, 
how it fared with my two deluded Coxcombs. 
From hence we may obſerve, That when once 
this Paſſion of wanton Love has taken Poſſeſſion 
of the Mind, it darkens the Underſtanding and 
clouds the Reaſon, ſo that in hopes of poſſeſſing 
the deſired Object; the Lover is often perſuadcd - 
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effected, and thereby expoſes himſelf to be im- 
poſed. upon by thoſe that defign, to decive and de- 
tude him. | OR 
After this unexpected Succeſs I arrived at Lyons, |} 
joyful to find my ſelf at Liberty, and the Owner 
of 24 double Piſtols of Gold, which I found in 
the Captain's Packet, and havirg made my ſelf 
Fine and Gallant with the Governor's Cloths, I felt 
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me to be a Perſon of Quality they were very obliging, 
and I received particular Favours from ſeveral of 
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Company of the principal Merchants of the Town, 
and telling them I expected a large Quantity of 
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and honoured by them : and the Women were mighty 


2 D as ſh - 3 
= * "> —_ 4 Doe — ag, 
— . A : 


8 


es webe Delightful Novels. 
ves bor me, though I was not fo blind but thy per- 


ceive, That the Beauty of my Gold, and not of my 
Perſon, was the principal Motive of their Love to 
me: But. my Money being ſoon. ſpent in fuch a 
Courſe of Life, I. fell to my old Employment of 
Cheating and Theft, and at length being taken in a 
Felonious Action, I was ſent to Priſon and condemned 
to the Gallies again, where I am like to continue 
to che end of my Days without Redemption. 
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The Two Alphonſo s. 4 Dung Man and a Taung 
Woman ſo exactly reſembled each other, that, the 
difference could not be eaſily diſcerned, which oc- 
caſioned ſeveral ſurprizing Miſtakes and Miſad- 

_ ventures. At length to ſecure themſelves they fled 

into Africa and were married. 1 


HE Wife of a Spaniſh Merchant who traded 

into the Levant, being taken Priſoner by the 
Pirates, and her Husband flain in the Fight, ſhe was 
ſold to one of the principal African Lords, whoſe 
ordinary Reſidence was at Tunis; who in a ſhort time 
became enamoured of his Slave, and finding her too 
Virtuous to yield to his ungoverned Appetite, he re- 
ſolved to Marry her. He had one Paughter by her 
which he called Feliciana, after the Name of her 
Mother. The Mother and Daughter created in him a 
kindneſs for the Spaniſh Nation, and allowed her to 
teach his Daughter that Language as her Mother 
Tongue; and when any Spaniard of Quality came 
into Barbary, he lodged chem uſually in his own 
Houſe, and performed all good Offices in his Power 
toward them. Alphonſo, Son to Don Garcias at Al- 
cantara, came to Tunis to treat about the Ranſom 
of his elder Brother, who failing into Greece was 
taken by the Pirates, and exchanged with certain 
Slaves of Barbary. Alphonſo was too Young, to be 
in:ruſted alone with ſo conſiderable a Negotiation: 
He was appointed only for the Ceremonial Part; 
for there was an old Servant of his Fathers ſent along 
wich him to manage the Bargain: He was received 
by the Father of Feliciana, not only as a Spaniard, 
bur as a Perſon particularly related to his Wife; 


ſhe had been at his Birth, and paſſed the Prime of 


her Years in Don Garcias his Father's Family. The 
| | __ Young 
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Young Feliciana and he were preſently ſurprized 
with a violent Inclination for each other; and Na- 
ture it ſeems had delighted her ſelf ro prepare Ways 
for their Aﬀe&ion : Alphonſo reſembled the African 
ſo exactly, and Feliciana was ſo like Alphonſo that 
they might eaſily have been miſtaken, had not their 
Habits diſtinguiſh'd both their Scxes and Perſons, 


But Love no likeneſs needs, for he diſplays 
A Thouſand Arts, contrives a Thuu(and Mays; 
To Conquer Peoples Hearts, by ſecret turns, 
The myſt unlike, and the mt cold he burns; 
All's then combuſtible when he Conſpires, 
No Human Temper can withſtand his Fires. 


 Feliciana ſeeing her own Picture in Alphonſo, as he 
did in her, ſhe fell in Love almoſt at firſt Sight; 
their Looks, their Manner, their Motion, every thing 


in them prevented the uſe of their Tongue: ſo that 


they inſtantly made mutual Promiſes ; Sympathy 1s a 
great promoter of ſuch Adventures, The Negotia- 
tion for his Brother was ſoon ar an end, he having 
obtained his Libercy, and was now for returning with 
all ſpeed to his own Country: Alphonſo uſed all the 
Arts and Inventions he could find out for continu 
ing in Barbary, but his Brother was reſolved he 
ſhould go with him. Their Adieu was ſorrowfil 
and kind, not without ſolemn Promiſes from Al- 
Phon/o to come back again in a ſhort time if he 
lived, and as ſincere Aſſurances from Feliciana, nevei 
to falſify the Faith ſhe had given him: A!phonſo be- 
ing departed, and Feliciana very impatient for his 
Return, many Months paſs'd, and no News of her 
Caſtilian Lover. There were ſeveral Spaniſh Ships 
arrived upon the Coaſt of Barbary, and in them ſome 
Alcantara Merchants, with Preſents from Don Gar- 
| | cias 
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od} eas to Feliciana's Mother, for her Kindneſs to his 
Ni- two Sons, but no Letter nor private Meſſage for her. 
aj; This, negligence. ſtartled her, ſhe was afraid ſhe 
can was betray'd, and the firſt Effect of that Opinion be- 
hat ing a Reſolution to reproach the Criminal to his Face, 
er ſhe inſinuated with a Maſter of Biſcay, and per- 
ſuading him ſhe would go over into Spain to turn 
Chriſtian, ſhe made him promiſe to Land her in 
the Port of Carthagena. The Bargain made, and the 
Hour of her Embarkment arrived, Fel iciana put on 
4 Suit of A!phonſg's Cloths which he happened to 
leave behind, and furniſhing her ſelf with ſome 
Money and Chains of Gold, the went aboard the Biſ- 
cayer, and had ſuch a favourable Paſſage, that ſhe 
Landed without an Accident at Carthagena. She 
he there bought a Horſe, and taking a Guide, put her 
nt; ſelf upon the Road to Alcantara; ſhe enquired of 
ing Alphonſo where ever ſhe came. In ſome Places he 
hat was not known at all, in others they knew nor 
sa where he was: At length an old Hoſteſs of Toleds 
a- told our diſguiſed African, there was to be a meet- 
ing ing of all Don Garcia's Relations and Friends in that 
ita Town within a few Days, where a Marriage was to 
the be celebrated between Don Garcias's younger Son, 
nu named Alphonſo, with Hypolita de Cuera, who was 
he reckoned the handſomeſt young Lady in Caſtile. Th's 
ful News ſtruck Feliciana to the Heart, neither did ſne 
4. now wonder that he was fo unkind as never to write 
he to her; ſhe found, he had other Affairs upon his 
ver Hands; ſhe reſolved, however, to attend him to T- 
de- /edo, and cauſing her ſelf to be called Felicjan, her 
his Shape and her Legs concurring ſo well with her De- 
er ſign, the was not in the leaſt ſuſpected: She was Hand- 
ps ſome, and her Male Diguiſe made her Beauty more 
ne Rare : She never ſtir d out of her Inn but ſhe receiv d 
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one Evening as ſhe was in the Walks of Toledo, 
and had received many Fooliſh Addreſſes, a cer- 
_ rain Lady in a Vail came and pull'd her privately by 
the Arm, making Signs ſhe ſhould follow her; Fe- 
liciana or Felician, as you - pleaſe, thought this was 
one of Alphonſo's Miſtreſſes, and would have avoided 
her, but the Lady Hying hold of her, Follow me, ſaid 
ſhe, Thou perfidious Alphonſo, or Iwill be chee Death of 
thee : The Nameof Alphonſo confirm'd Felician's Opi- 
nion of her, and awakened her Curioſity ; fo that ſhe 
followed the Lady into her Chamber, where ſeveral 
Candles were lighted. The Spaniſh Lady, as ſoon as 
ſhe was entred turned up her Vail, and diſcovered a ſin- 
gular Beauty; Whence is it Alphonſo, ſaid ſhe, that you 
cConſtrain me to theſe Stratagems to gain a little of 
your Converſe? What Reaſon have you ro chang: 
your Name and call your feit Feli-ian ? Why do 
you conceal your ſelf from Mpolita de Cyera? In 
ſhort, what is this Myſtery, and what Grounds have 
you for it? Felicjan perceived by her Diſcourſe that 
it was her Rival, and reſolved to handle her accord- 
ingly. This Myſtery, Madam, replied Felician, is 
greater then I can tell you; bur, in ſnort, ſince you 
will force me, I muſt needs confeſs Fam not capable 
of performing our Marriage, and Don Garcia's Jour- 
ney to Toledo will be in Vain, for the Faich you ex- 
pett ſo impatiently from me is, alas! engaged to ano- 
ther a long while ago; how, cry'd Hypotolia in a 
mighty ſur prize, Is your Faith engaged to another? 
Yes, Madam, continued Felician, an African Lady 
inferiour to your ſelf, neither in Birth nor in Love, 
and a Lover will poſſtbly chink ſhe is not much infe- 
. Flor to you in Beauty, who has received that Faith 
which you challenge: Ah! why then, thou perfidious 
Man, ſaid ſhe, haſt thou been ſo audacious as to 


Promiſe me? I am a Man, repiy d Felician, and the. 
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chat names Man, names Inconſtancy your Beauty 
made me forget for a while what I ought ro my 4fri- 


can; but I will die a Thouſand Deaths before I will 
deſert her: Ha! Traytor, cry'd the diſconſolate H- 
polita, I always ſuſpected che Integrity of your Heart 
through all your Diſguiſes, I abferved a Force upon 
your Actions, which methought gave your Language 
the Lye; and: ſo vile Man, you know I often told 
you; but you ſhall never boaſt you have. captivated 
Hypolita unpumſh'd, what my Kindneſs cannot pro- 
cure, my Vengeance ſhall obtain. | FR 
And then calling up her People to ſeize upon Fe- 
liciana, whom ſhe miſtook all the while for Alphonſo, 
ſhe ran to her Father's Chamber to give him an Ac- 
count what ſhe had done; old Signior Cuera approved 
of the Indignation of his Daughter: He commanded 
Feliciana ſmuld be / ſecured that Night, and the 
next Day ſhe was ſent to Priſon. A principal Magi- 
ſtrate in that Town was deſired ro examine her; ſhe 


began to relent, would have alter'd her Story, and pre- 


tended ſhe was miſtaken for another. But the Al- 
logations of Hypolita, and the Teſtimony of ſeveral 


other Perſons, who aſſured him it was Alphonſo, pre- 


vailed ſo far, that. ſhe was threatned to loſe her 
Head if ſhe did not Marry*Hyp'lita ;, though ſhe was 
unwilling to undeceive them; yet in this extremity 
ſhe writ Zypolita Word, that ſhe her ſelf was the 
African Lady, and very far from being Alphonſo, 
and if ſhe would pleaſe to come to the Priſon, ſhe 
might ſatisfy her own Eyes with the Truth of it. 

This Letter was delivered to the Keeper, whom 
ſhe defired to convey. it to Hypolita : He received ir 
without any difficulty, judging it to be a Recanta- 
tion, and knew that the whole Family of the Cyuera's 
deſired nothing more, but chat Alphonſo ſhould do 
what he was obliged ro without any further Com- 
TE „ „%% pulſion. 
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pulſion. But ir happening that Count Atrevalo, the 
new Governor of Toledo made his publick Entry that 
Day, the Keeper muſt needs be a Spectator of the 
Ceremony, and being engaged too far in the Crowd, 
loſt the Letter, which was taken up by one of the 
Governor's Officers, who finding the Contents a little 
unuſual, would needs ſhew it to his Maſter ; who 
after Reading it was as much ſurprized as his Ser- 
vant, and had a great Curioſity to underſtand the 
Particulars, and defired to know from Seignior Cueræ 
the difference between him and Alphonſo. He ſent 
for the Priſoner at the ſame time, and acquainted her 
what he knew of her Affairs already, deſiring her to 
inform him of the reſt; ſhe ſatisfied his Enquiry, 
telling him that ſhe diſguiſed her ſelf in Man's Ap- 
parel to prevent the Marriage between Alphonſo and 
_ Hypolita, which ſhe believed was now ſo near, that 
It _ be no longer a Secret. The Count Atrevalo, 

who b 
inclinable to Love, thought it would be the beſt Ser- 
vice he could do to the Families, to keep this 
Lady out of their Sight, taking a great liking to this 
Afracan, and fancying great Pleaſure to himſelf, 
by having ſuch a fair Miſtreſs in his Chamber, wich- 
our any Parents or Relations to call him to Account; 
and cauſed Feliciana to be carried to a Caſtle a few 
Days Journey from Toledo : Her removal made a 
ſtrange Noiſe in the Town. AHypolita's Friends ima- 
gined that Don Garcia had been the occaſion of it; 
whereas, on the contrary, this Don who expected to 
find Alphonſo in good Intelligence with Hypolita, was 
come thirher ro ſee her Married, and was ſurpriſed 
to hear News ſo contrary to his Expectation. He 


demands his Son Alphonſo of Seignior Cuera, Father 
to Hypolita; and old Cnera requires Don Garcias to 


produce his Son. To explain this Intrigue tlie Go- 
| „ vernor 


the natural Propenſity of his Nation; was 


vero 
ſider 
diſco 
ſolv'e 
diſpy 
what] 
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vernor expected Alphonſo ; bur he nor appearing, con- 
ſidering he could not declare what he knew, without 
diſcovering what he had a mind to conceal, he re- 
folv'd to tay nothing, and leaving the two Fathers to 
diſpute it among themſelves, he went to the Caſtle, 
whither he had cauſed Feliciana to be conducted. Cos 
He ordered the young African to put on Womens MY 
Cloths, and Women to attend her, who now thought 1 
her as Handſome a Lady as ſhe: had been a Cavalier; 7} 
He acquainred her wich his Intentions, telling her, it 
was unreaſonable that fo worthy a Perſon ſhould be 
ſerved by an unfaithful Lover, offering himſelf to 
repair the Injury ſhe had received from Alphonſo : 
Fel iciana trembled at the Motion, but returned for 
Anſwer, That ſhe gave him many Thanks for his 
noble Propoſal, but being come into Spain only in 
queſt of her A/phonſo, ſhe beg'd of him the Liberty 
to purſue her Deſign. The Governor would not ear- 
neſtly contend with her Obſtinacy, he had a Mind 
to be Happy with as little trouble as he could ; he 
made ſevera] Rich Preſents to the African, who mod- 
eſtly refuſed them all: He ſhewed her the Rarities 
> || of the Caſtle, bur ſhe ſeem d not to regard them. 
he reſolved to have a little Patience, and returned to 
his new Government, leaving Don Fernand his Ne- 
> | phew to Command, wich an Expreſs Charge to take 
care of her Perſon, and ſo to prepare wich his Ar- 
euments that he find her Tractable at his Return; 
but he put his Affairs into ſuch Hands, that he was 
very unlikely to ſucceed; for Ferdinand was no leſs 
' FF cnimoured with the Beauty of Feliciana than his 
Uncle, and began to pay her ſuch Reſpects as were 
do way agreeable wich his Commiſſion ; he fighed, 
le raved, he made ridicu'ous Pictures of his old 
Uncle, and at length declared to her the Sentiments 
| | | of 
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of his Soul, and how much he was in Love wich 


All Lovers in the World were indifferent to her, 
the Innocency of Don Fernand's Defires were no Ad- 
vantage at all to him, and ſhe had no more Incli- 
nation to be his Wife than to be Miſtreſs to his Uncle, 
but judging prudently that by oppoſing one againſt 
the other ſhe might ſecure her ſelf from both: She 
pretended to hearken to Fernand's Propoſitions, and 

let fall ſome trifling Complacencies on purpoſe; a 

Witry Woman is at no great Expence to pleaſe 2 

Man that Adores her. Fernand was very well pleaſed 

with her Favours, Feliciana prevailed with him to 

let her Eſcape, upon promiſe to ſtay for him upon 
the Frontiers of Aragon, where in a few Days he 
engaged to wait upon her, and conduct her into 

France; he was very deſirous to have gone with her, 
but ſhe perſuaded him that his ſtaying with his Uncle 

would make her Eſcape more eaſy and fate, by di- 

recting the Hue and Cry which ſhe ſuppoſed would 

be ſent after ker, to follow her in the wrong Road. 

The project being laid, and all things neceſſary pre- 
-pared for the Execution, Fel iciana put on her for- 

mer Habit of a Gentleman, Don Fernand mounted 

her upon à fine Horſe, which he gave her, and de- 

luding the Vigilance of her Women, ſhe ſtole away Po i 

one Morning from her Second Impriſonment, to ſeek 
out him who had Poſſeſſion of her Heart. Don Fer- 
nand faſtened a Cord to her Bed Chamber Window, Eq, 

that it might be preſumed ſhe had eſcapd that way, % 

and prerended to be extreamly concerned for her 64 
going away; and to cover his Diſſimulation wert p,, 
in purſuit of her, as if he had had an carneſt deſire Ex, 
to have recoyered her. Bet 


„ | | | He 
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He was bur juſt gone our when Alphonſo came to 
epoſe himſelf an hour or two in the Caſtle, not 
laring to venture himſelf in the Towns, for fear 
of thoſe who were ſent in purſuit of him to bring 
im back, and oblige him to marry ypolita, ſhould 
eine upon him; and knowing the Magnificence of 
oant d Atrevalo, he doubted not bur à Stranger in 
is Garb would be well received in any place be- 
onging to him, nor was he deceived, being treated 
ery Civilly, made to Eat, and Feliciana's Apartment 
xing open, the Steward attended the new Gueſt into 
der Chamber. There was a Picture of Felicianas 
ung up in her room extreamly like her, for which 
ernand had begged her to fit; he was ſurpriz d at 
he Sight of it, the was dreſt in the Spaniſh . Mode, 
hich a little diſguiſed her; but however, ſne was 
iſcernable to Eyes leſs penetrating then a Lovers. 
e was going to enquire of ſome Body whole Pic- 
ure it was, and how it came thither, but miſtaking 
Ine Door for another, he happened into a little Cloſer ! 
dorned with Pictures, and the Frames coveredover with 
dye Knots, wounded Hearts, and double FF, which 
ancies augmented his Aſtoniſnment, and to heighten 
he found a little Table-Book lying open, and writ · 
n, as he conceived wich Feliciana's own Hand; be 


, Egual to th Guilt of Infideliiß * _ „ 
iy, ; What more abyſrve 10 Loves Laws 2 What more 
Ny Gainſt Nature then forget what you have ſwore 2 
rt But bold ' fond Heart, let not bis preſent State, „ 
IC Expel the kindneſs he expreſt of late, K K + : 
Bet ray d I ought, but loving - canne$:hafe, A 


He | = 8 5 Ad- 


Ingrateful Wretch, and Perjur'd : what can be} 
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And at the bottom of theſe Verſes there was writ 
in great Characters, | „„ 


- The Profefiion-of Amoroas Faidt. 


This Title promiſed ſome rare and diverting Ar- 
ticles, but Feliciana had not time to write them, and 


not have had the Power to Read them. He went 
down' the firſt Stairs he met with, which led directly 
into the Chamber where che Governeſs was in Bed; 
ſhe was a very old Woman, yet ſeeing a Man come 
into the Room, ſhe £kreek'd our, and hid her Face 
under the Quilt, as if her Virtue had been in Dan- 
ger: Alphonſo ask d her Vardon for miſtaking the 
Chamber, he being à Stranger, defiring her to in- 
form him where the Count d Atrevalo had got the 
Picture which hung in a Room hard by; is it Feli- 
tĩanass Picture you mean, ſaid the old Woman, with 

her Head in the Bed all the while; yes, reply d A., 
Phonſo, tis that 1 ſpeak of: Don Fernand, the Gover- 
nor s Nephew, ſaid the old Matron cauſed it to be 
drawn by the Life ; and where is that Lady, cry 'd A/- 
p honſo in haſte ? The Governeſs was much offended 
with Feliciana's Eſcape, finding her Employment 
very Profitable under her, and was Angry that it ws 


the Wor'd, (ſaid che malicious old Woman) ſhe Wa 
two Months together in this Houſe, where the Count 
cauſed her to de treated, as if ſhe had been the beſt 
Lady in Caſtile; but not being willing to be re 
trained, and as. it ſeems not aecuſtomed to be content 

wich one Servant, ſhe got away chis Night out of her 


doubt 


if -fhe had, Alphonſo was in ſuch trouble he cou d 


at an end by her Flight, and could not ſpeak of her 
withgur ſome ill Language; She is rambling abou 


Chamber Window by the aſſiſtance of a Bedcord ; roff 


oubt 
pier 
chem 
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oubt but jealous Don Fernand had a hand in it; I 
Jobſerved long ſince chere was a Kindneſs between 
nem; and when ſhe ſate for her Picture, I durſt have 
ſworn by their ogling, the poor Count would be be- 
ray d. The old Matron had ſcarce finiſned theſe 
Vards ; but two or three of her Women hearing 2 
Woiſe in the next Chamber where they were, came to 
de what was the Matter; they no ſooner caſt their 
yes upon Alphon o, but they took him tor Feliciana ,, 
ne could not expreſs her Joy to ſee her returned, 
nocher upbraided her for the Fright into which 
e had put them, and her Confidence in diſguiſing 
er ſelf in Man's Apparel: Alphonſo told them they 
niſtook him for another verſon; but they obſerving 
im to be preparing to be gone, and really belic- 
ing he was Felicians, they threw themſelves upon 
im, cried out for more helps and in ſhort ſeized 
pon him in ſpight of all the Proceſtarians he made 
hat he was not Feliciana. | | 
Whilſt theſe things were in Tranſaftion, the Count 
Atrevalo arriv'd; he had been told of Feliciana's 
ſcape by the firſtHe mer, and underſtanding after- 
ward what had paſſed in the Governeſſes Chamber, 
repaired thither with all ſpeed to ſee what was the 
atter: Which way have I diſobliged you Feliciana, 
her ad he to Alphonſo, whom he took ar firſt ro be che 
ou frican? What have I done that ſhould cauſe you 
wÞ diſguiſe your ſelf co eſcape from me? I Love you, 
zunÞ conteſs, Feliciana, but I appeal to your ſelf, whe- 
beſtifer that Paſſion had ever any Effects thar might 
re-Fſonſtrain you to this Change of your Apparel; ſub» 
tent hiſſive Repreſentations have hitherto been the only 
het rer preters of my Heart; I required nothing af you, 
rofſat what was lawful, 1 have kept you two Months 
ub: pgecher in my Houſe, * abuſing my _ 


<= 
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and have reſtrained my Affections within the ſevere 
bounds of Civiliry : Why then Feliciana do you fly 
from me? I am not ſhe you take me for, Sir, ſaid 
he to the Count, I know my Reſemblance may cauſe 
you to miſtake z but though Nature has made out 
Faces alike, yet our Minds are different; Hers is as 
Diſloyal as mine is Faithful. This he ſaid, as bein 
Jealous that ſhe was gone away with Don Fernand. 
The Count having had leiſure, whilſt A/phon/o was 
ſpeaking, to examine him more ſtrictly, diſcerned 
ſome Difference betwixt him apd his African; his 
Stature was larger of the two, his Features ſome- 
what different, and he perceived ſome appearance 
of a Beard; fo that he began to think it muſt be 
Alphonſo, and therefore looking upon him, rather az 
His Rival than his Miſtreſs; he cauſed him to be 
cloſely confined, and ſent to acquaint the Father of 
Mpolita of his Detenſion, and vowed he would die 
but he would make AlpHhonſo marry the Lady Hy 
lita. | 
i In the mean time Feliciana was making her Ef- 
. - cape, not knowing whether ſhe was going, nor in 
what place to find Protection; Fhe durit not con- 
tinue in Caſtile, neither could ſhe reſolve to go back 
into Barbary, much leſs would ſhe go to the place 
where ſhe had appointed to meet Don Fernand. 
She took the Left Hand Way, where ſhe had pro- 
miſed to go to the Right, and ſo the contrary, and 
was equally fearful of loſing or not loſing her way, 
not without Imprecations againſt the ingrateful A.- 
phonſo, who had brought her into this Perplexity: 
Being in che height of theſe ſorrowſul Reflections, 
ſhe entred into a Wood, but knew not which way 
to get out of it; ſhe was in great Danger of paſ- 
ſing the next Night in that Solitude, when by Acct 


dent 
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dent ſhe met a Gentleman, who having ſtrictly 
viewed her once or twice made up to ſpeak to her: 
The poor Feliciana was ſo poſſeſt with Fear, that 

forgetting her Diſguiſe, ſhe apprehended the Gallant 
would prove ſome new Lover, and clapt Spurs to 
her Horſe to eſcape him if ſhe could; bur che 
Cavalier crying out after her, Hold Seigmor Ahn, 
tis your moſt faichful Mendoce, ſhe recollected her 
ſelf, and be:ame ſo curious as to look back; ſhe 
reſolved ro make Advantage of this Accident, and re- 
ply'd, I did not know you indeed as I was paſſing, 
but weil, how does the fair Hyprlita 5 Hypolita, Sir, 
ſaid Mendoce, would: not receive your Letter; ſhe 
told me you were a Traytor, and that ſhe abhor d 
your very Name, That ſhe would nor proſecute your 
Death, that ſhe was ſo generous as to rejoyce in your 
Stfery ; but that you ſhould not for the future abuſe 
her E iſineſs and Integrity, unleſs you deſired to pro- 
voke her Fury againſt you; I intreated her to ex- 
plain her Diſcourſe, and aſſured her I knew noching 
of it; but my Ignorance was taken for an Artifice, 
and ſhe threatned to have me apprehended, and ta 
make me confeſs» the place of your Retreat, and 
where I was to meet you upon pain of being put 
upon the Rack: I had no Directions to inform her; 
and her Rage making me think ſhe would be as 
good as her Word. I made hafte out of Toledo, and 
I would Adviſe you to get as far off as. you can 
alſo; for knowing how things ſtand-in your own 
Conſcience, my Opinion, Sir, is, that there will be 
no Safety for you in this place : Mondoce then gave 
her Alphonſo's Letter, ſuppoſing her to be his Maſter, 
which ſne ſtepping aſide, that he might nor perceive 
oe GORE ir gæve her, ſhe opened it, and read as 

WS: | ; 


9: : MADAM, 
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MADAM, ; 1 
OUR Deſert is tao great to be made the 
Object of a Counterfeit Paſſion , My Heart i; 

entirely another Perſons, and I cannot obtain from it; 

honeſt Sentiments, thas it ſhould conſtrain it ſelf an 
longer; you will call me Treacherous and Perjured- 
bit, Madam, tis ) avid being ſo, that I exp; 
my jelf to them. The Suſpicions of Don Garciaz, 
my Father, made me guilty of a Procedure contrary 

go my Nature; I could not diſengage my ſelf from 
his Vigilance, but by pretending Love unto you, and [ 
could wiſh with al my Heart my Pretences were in 

_ earneſt, that I might do Fuftice to your Charms. 

But, Malam, the Aﬀettions of a Man's Heart di. 

pend not upon himſelf, Pardon mine then, T beſeech yu, 

4 Crime it could not commit, and if you be genergus, 

Complain, but do not abhor me. 


There was not 4 Word in this Letter, but was 1 
wholeſome Antidote againſt Feliciana's Jealouſy ; when 
the had read it, Mendoce procceded, there is nv 
room now, Sir, ſaid he, for unſeaſonable Contem- 
plations; your time is but ſhorr, and ſince you are 
aàt laſt reſolved to return into Africa, why will you 
not take this Opportunity, and haſten to the next 
Port: There is a Veſſel ready, and you have no more 
to do bur ro go Abroad and fer Sail; beſides, let 
me tell you, I heard a whiſpering among ſome Peo- 
ple, who baited at my Inn, which makes me jealow 
of your Perſon; they ſaid, that you were appre- 
Hended, and that the Count de Atrevalo had ſworn 
to make you marry Hypolita. I fee now theſe Fel- 
los were miſtaken ; bur, however, I beſeech you, 
Sir, let us fave our ſelves if we can, Hypolita- 1s 

. „„ | OW 


* * 


wonderfully pleaſed with the aſſurance of Alphonſo's 


Iſendoce, aid the, I am not our of my Wits, but 


talk of formerly, of the exact reſemblance between 


ſuſpicion of their Amour before his Departure ious. 
of Africa, that he had advertiſed his Father of it 


cepted ſeveral Letters, by which Alphonſ) aſſured Fe- 
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highly offended, and will contrive ſome Miſchief 
againſt you, if ſhe be not prevented. Feliciana was 


Fidelity, thinking her ſelf the happieſt Woman in 
the World. She chen turned ſeriouſly upon Men- 
axe, conjuring him to tell her where ſhe might find 
Alph:nſo: The Man was fo affrighted at that Que- 
ſtion, that he was ready ro run away from her; 
and raking her ſtill to be- his Maſter, he ask d her 
trembling, if ſhe were not ont of her Wits 3 No 


have recovered them: She then told him her Name, 
and that ſhe was come into Spain on purpoſe ta 
ſeek Alphon/'o : What Aſendoce had heard his Maſtes 


Feliciana and himſelf, inſtant'y. confirmed him in the 
truth of all ſhe had told him. He fell on his RKnees. 
and gave thanks that their Journey was ſhortned, 
and conduct ing the Ajrican where his Maſter had 
appointed to meer him that Night; he gave her an 
Account fas he travelled, that Alphonſo's Brother had a 


as: his Return, and that the old Man having inter- 


liciana he would be with her ere long, he cauſed: 
him to be fo narrowly watcht, that he could not 
take one ſtep but Don Garcias had Notice. That 
being weary of this Perſecution he had pretended 
Love to MWpolita de Cnera, who was gone co ſee 
one of her Aunts at Alcantara; that Din Garcias 
believing he was in earneſt, had concluded the Ar- 
ticles with Hypolita's Father, and conſtrained Alphonſo 
to ſign them; but chat a few Days after he made 
his Eſcape, and gov off to a Friends Houſe, who fur- 

5 . niſn d 
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niſh'd him with Money for his Voyage into Africh 


whether he was then ready to go, and had been there 
before this time had the Seaſon of the Year been 


proper for his Voyage: With ſuck Diſcourſes he 
entercained Feliciana to the place where ſhe expected 
to meet her Alphonſo, and where ſhe found him in 
effect; but, alas! not in the Condition ſhe de. 


_ fired, | 


The Count d Atrevalo having News that the Coun 


5 die Benevent, a great Lord in Caſtile, and ſome other 


of his beſt Friends were coming to his Houſe, an 


doubting that Alphonſo might rake Advantage to make 


his Eſcape by the Diſorder ſo much Company was 
like to occaſion ; being abſolutely reſolved to ſecute 
the Poſſeſſion of Feliciana by forcing- Alphonſo to 
marry H polita; he cauſed him to be conveyed t 
a Fort upon the Frontiers of Murcia, not above a 
Days Journey from thence. The Priſorer m_ ene 
hare from the Count's Houſe, and could not reac 
his Stage; he was forced to lie by the Way, and it 


happened that his Quarters were taken up for him 


in the ſame Inn, where he appointed Mendoce to 


meet with him; the like Fortune contrived, that Dun 


Fernand returning from the ſearch he pretended to. 


make, was come to the ſame place: Feliciana ſaw 
him come inco- the Court through the Window in 
her Chamber, and che very ſight of him made her 
like to have run away; but a new Fancy coming 
into her Head in chat Inſtant, ſhe ſent M endoce to let 


him know Feliciana would ſpeak with him, and 


ay poſſible, Heaven has ſent you once more 


ordered one of Alphonſo's Servants to conduct him 
into a little Court, into which ſhe obſerved one oc 


her Windows to look, Don Fernand came with Joy 
to the Window, My dear Fernand, faid ſhe, as ſoftly 
to my 

Relief, 
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Relief, 1 am taken again; tis I chat am conducting 
to che Fromier of Murcia, the Count d Atrevale 
takes me for Alphonſo, but ſuffer not your ſelf te 
be deceived by our Reſemblance, I am Feliciana, and 
to convince you fee thefe, faid ſhe, throwing the 
Table-Book to him, ſee what you gave me 
when I took my leave of you at the Counts Caſtle ; © 
you ſhall find there the Roads you directed me to 
take; which you ſer down with your own Hand, 
ſave me now ence more if you can poſſihly. She 
chen pulld in her Head and retired, as if the had 
been afraid to be overheard. — 

Don Fernand mſtantly- fell upon contriving how 
to reſcue the Priſoner, whom he thought to be Feli- 
ciana; he went to the Officer who commanded the 
Guard, and told him the Count having Occaſion to 
employ him with all ſpeed at the ' Caſtle, had ſent 
himſelf ro execute his Place : The Officer knowing 
him to be the Counr's Nephew; made no ſcruple to 
reſign his Office to Don Fernand (and went away Poſt 
to the Caſtle) Fernand inſtantly Commanded the 
Convoy to Horſe, and diſpoſed them; ſome in one 
Poſt, ſome in another, till they were placed far enough 
aſunder ; Don Fernand then running to Alpbonſo's Bed, 
come let us fave our ſelves: now . Feliciana, ſaid he, 
all things are ready for our Eſcape; we will go to 
Carthagena, and from thence to Barbary, pray make 
haſte for time is precious: Alphonſo ſoon underſtood 
who he took him for, but was unwilling to rectify 
his Error, Which was like to procure his Liberty; 
he dreſt himſelf and followed the Don, they took 
Horſe privately, and march d directly for Cirthagena : 
By the way, as ſoon as Don Fernand found himſe lf 


out of Danger, My Dear Feliciana, ſaid he, putting 


one of his Arms about his Neck, we are at lengch 
FFW ĩͤ ͤ ͤ a 
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delivered from the Tyranny of the Count d Atre- I had 
Valo, he ſhall. diſturb our Felicity no more, and pat 
thanks to the Council you gave, we ſhall find in be 
Barbary that Repoſe, which we durſt nor ſo much asf} hav 
hope for in Caſtile; but tell me, my Dear, how came] ic r 
you to deceive my Uncle, and by what good Fortune you 
did you find the way of ſpeaking to me Yeſterday. Tr: 
Alphonſo underſtood but one part of his Diſcourſe, | lici 
bur that was ſufficient to inform him it was the! as! 
Counts Nephew. who talk d ro him, and who reſcued] ha 
Feliciana from the Hands of his Uncle the firſt time, He: 
and was likewiſe his Rival: This Conſideration tran- my 
ſported him with Jealouſy and Fury; he clap'd his pho 
Hand upon one of Don Fernand s Piſtols, and turning | 
ſhort, Thou ſha'r dye, vile Man, ſaid he, and thy anc 
Blood ſhall Revenge the Perfidiouſnets of my ingrate- lik. 
, ful Miſtreſs. Don Fernand was fo ſurprized ar thi; 
Action, he took it at firſt for a Dream. He look d 
upon himſelf, he ſtared upon Alphonſo, he knew be 
was Don Fernand, but he took his Rival for hi 
Miſtreſs, and being cl arly tranſported, he demanded 
of Alphonſo if he had loſt his Senſes, or whethe 
he knew him or not; I know you roo well, repliet 
Alphonſo, but you do not know. me, Detend you 
ſelf therefore, or your Life will be in Danger, 
Feliciana and Mendoce came in juſt as A/phonſo had 
ſpoke rheſe Words: They had watch'd when Du 
Fernand departed, and traced them all the way: 
Hold 4/phonſo, cry d the African, forcing her ſelf be 
tween them, do not attempt the Life of a Perſon © 
whom you are indebted for your Feliciana. Theſe 


words, and the Sight of Feliciana opened Don Fer fo 
nand's Eyes, and he became ſenſible of his Miſtake} th 
he remembred he had heard talk of the Reſemblance 5 
| a 


bereen them, and concluding it was his Rival Þ 
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tre- had delivered, he dag Nee fallen upon him; be 
and] patient, faid the African, your Fury at this time will 
be in vain, I doubt not but it troubles you that yon 
h as} have reſcued your Rival inſtead of your Miftreſs, and 
ame ic muſt be great Regret to you to have twice betrayd 
rune | your Uncle, when you conſider. che Effects of t 
day. Treafon were nothing elſe, but che delivering up F!-= MM 
rice, | liciana to her Alphonſo, but there is a Deſtiny in Love, 
the as in other Things; you were not Born to be more 
cuct} happy in your Love, I am ſorry for it with all my 
me, Heart, and wiſh Cypid may Comfort you: As for 
ran-ſ my ſelf tis not in my Power, I am young Al- 
his phon/ſo's, and can be no Bodies elſe. 5 
ning Having ended her Speech, ſhe whipt on her Horſe, 
thy and A/phonſo and Mendoce followed; Alphonſo had 
like to have left her at firſt ſight, ſo ſtrange an Im- 
preſſion had the Opinion of her Inconſtancy made in 
him; but Mendoce perceiving it, came up to him, 
and eonfured him not to be ſo fierce, for he could 
aſſure him his Miſtreſs was Innocent; what ſhe ſaid 
to Don Fernand confirm'd his Report, ſo that Al- 
phon/o followed her much better ſatisfied than when 
the firſt fell upon Don Fernand, who pretended to - 
oppoſe their Flight, ar !eaft not ro leave themh, but 
his trouble nor permitting him to manage his Horſe, . 
he ran upon a Rock before he was aware, and fell 
off upon the Ground. The two Lovers did not hold 
it any Charity to relieve him; they rid with all 
haſte ra Carthagena, and from thence ſailed with 
ſpeed ro Africa, where the ſincerity of Al/phonſ9's In- 
tentions- made the Father and Mother of Feliciana 
forget what their Daughter had done. The Fury of. 
the Count d Atrevalo was ſo great upon che News 
that the Two Lovers were arrived fafely in Bar- 
bary, chat not content to cxercifſe his Rage 15 | 
TT ; * 
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Don Fernand his Nephew, who was purſued and flain 
by his Order; he extended it to all char had any 
Intimacy or Relation to Alphonſo.; yea, he perſecuted 
Don Garcias his Father ſeverely, ſuppoſing he Was Th 
concerned in his Eſcape z he took away the beſth f 
part of his Eſtate ; he cauſed his Eldeſt Son to be 
executed, and forced. the old Man to fly for SanQuary 


oo his younger Son in Africa. 


lin 
ny 


ed 
5 
eſt 
be 
17 


TIS: 


© Comical Tricks and Shams to defraud many People 


Eftate, being of a rambling Humour, deſerted his 


to take notice of. one Charles Eſtampes, who delt 
in Harp-ſtreet in that City, and had a Brother in the 


but without Children; he knowing this Brother of ſe! 
His, and the Country and Place where he dwek, 


me? How came you to-hear this News ? Sir, ſaid 


into the City without one Farthing of Money, oeing 
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: NOVEL IX. 
The Cheats of Mucio, an accompliſh'd Thief, with his 


of their Money and Goods, which. brought him at 9 
length to the Gallows. „ 2 7 


Acro was Born in the province of Chartres 
in France, who before he attained to Man's 


Fathers Houſe and came to Paris, where he ſoon Mi 
conſorted with thoſe that reduced him to Poverty, 

and then drew him into Robbery and Cheating, 
which he had nor long continued, but he happened 


Town of Chartres, a married Man, and very Rich, 


comes ro Monſieur Charles Eftampes, and tells him 
he came from Chartres to bring him both good and 
bad News: The bad News conſiſting in the Death of 
his Brother Francis, for which he himſelf was very 
forrowful, and the good News. that he had made 
him Heir and Executor to his whole Eſtate. .. The 
Merchant hearing this, was much afflicted for the 
Death of his Brother, whom he dearly loved, not 
valuing tlie Eſtate fince he had enough before. But 
Friend, ſaid he, to Aſucio, Have you no Letter for 


Aucio, to tell you the Truth, I came late laſt Night 7 10 


robb d about Five Mile off, and was conſtrained for | 
my Nights Lodging to pawn my Doubler, wherein il 
* | — 4 


.< to ſettle your Affairs: 
will Write or ſend, you may ſafely do it by this 
6 + Bearer; who is very Faithful in what he Undertakes, 
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was ſowed a Letter from one of your Uncles, which 1 
would have taken out; but my. Land lord would not 


ſuffer me, in hope 1 would Redeem it for the ſake 


of the Letter: He then Names to- him his Father, 
and his other Relations, and anſwers readily all Que- 
ſtions demanded of him concerning his Friends in 
thoſe Parts; ſo that not ſuſpecting him, he gives him 


| Fi ive Shillings to Redeem his Doublet. 


Mucio Hepartcd, and about Two Hours after re- 


turns with a Letter directed, To my Worthy Nephew 


Mr. Charles d Eſtampes, Merchant in Harp ſtreet, 


Paris, To this Eſſect: >. 


- Good Couſ in, 
Am much grieved chat 1 am del *R this 
© Bearer, to certify you of the ſudden and un- 
o —— Death of your Brother; he was not Sick 
© above Three Hours, in which ſhort time being 
< ſenſible. of his End approaching, he by Will ſertled 


his Eſtate, and hath made you his Heir and Exe- 
'© cutor: I would therefore adviſe you to haſten 


Tinto the Country as ſoon as conveniently you can, 
[f in the mean rime you 


7 our "LOS Vncle, 


D Eſtampes. 


The Merchant having 1 is Letter-communi- 
cates it to his Wife, who being of a Covetous Diſpo- 
ficion, tho ſhe had no Children, was more Joyſul 
for che Eſtate her Brother had left than ſorrowful 
for his Death, and kindly entertained the Meſſenger 
That brought che News, which made Mycio kope to 


ſucceed in his Deſige, which was to rob the . 


2 1 r 3 8 
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© enjoyd by a Loving Husband, hath now bereaved 


received. In the mean time he puts himſelf in-Mourn- 
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'f he were admitted to Lodge in the Houſe, ay ac- 
cordingly he was ; In the Night he opened the oon, 
and gave forth ſeveral Goods to his Companjons, aud 
in the Morning haſtned to be gone; but it happened 
that before he was diſcovered or got out of the 
Town, he had Notice that the Merchant's Wife was 
fallen very Sick, this he knew would hinder,ihis 
Journey tor ſome time; he therefore returns fo 
Chartres to practice the ſame Cheat on the Merchants 
Brother, that he had done to himſelf. Being arrived, 
he framed a Letter directed to Monſieur Eſtampes 
from his Brother's Wife, as follows: - 3 

ffn ee anaerntf SE 
* QINCE I had the Opportunity of Writing to 
= 8 « you laſt, Fortune hatch taught me to what 
a depth of Sorrow ſhe can depreſs a poer languiſh- 
© ing Woman. For Death envying the Happineſs 1 


me of him, by a fatal. Pleuriſy, which carried him 
off in two Days Time. And ſince he hath made 
© you! his Executor, and by Will diſpoſed ef one 
part of his Eſtate; for your Benefit I thought it 
© neceſlary to give you ſpeedy Notice of it, to ex- 
preſs my great Affection to him and Dove to you, 


I remain. "It 
Ter Foriorn Siſter, „ 


Aſuc io goes with this Counterfeit Letter to Mon- 
ſieur D Eſtampes's Brother, ſignifying that he was 
his Servant, who was very much concerned at che 
Contents. The Brothers having an entire Love for 
each other, and for his Sake this Villain was, kindly 


9 
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ing for-his Brother's Death; and having ſettled his Fri 
Domeſtick Affairs, prepares for his Journey to Paris: ty, 
And Myucio was not idle the while, but watching his Þ wa! 
Opportunity while moſt of the Family were ar Ca 
Church, and the reſt nor ſuſpecting him, he mer Þ wh 
wit a Casket of Rich Diamonds, which being ſo une 
' Valuable a Prize, he ſeized, and ſoon became Invi- wit 
ſible, and not to be found. The Brother proceeds | rea 
on his Journey; ſo that now here are two ſeveral Þ like 
Men, parted from ſeveral Places, and going to dif- hin 
ferent Places about one and the ſame Affair, both Þ let 
of them enjoying their perfect Health, and both by ha\ 
each other thought to be Dead, neither of them as Gh 
yet diſcovering the Cheats that Aucio put upon them, | ar 1 
nor the cunning Thefts that he had been guilty of. in. 
Charles D Eſtampes now begins his Journey to- Bre 
ward Chartres, to ſectle his Brothers Aﬀiirs, while the 
Francis was travelling to Paris upon the ſame Ac- tim 
count. It happened that the Elder Brother being either ¶ qui 
better Horſed, or ſerring out ſooner, came to an Inn Ch 
in the Midway between both Places, and the younger ing 
happened into the ſame Inn: After having ſapp'd, | the 
nor ſeeing one another, they both went into their the 
Chambers which had ſeveral Beds in it, through which Co 
thoſe who lodg'd in the next Chamber muſt necef- of 
farily Paſs. Ir happened when they were in Bed, | wh 
that Charles heard his Brother Francis ſpeak to the bri! 
Chamberlain, and knowing his Voice, concluded it wit 
muſt be his Brother's Spirit, but afterward conſider- an 
ing that the Voice of another might be like his, he | * 
blows out the Candle and ſettles himſelf to ſleep; A- | Muy 
bout an Hour after the other Brother going into the fon 
L =. Yard upon a Occafion, and paſſing near wh 
huis Brother's Bed, talking to the Chamberlain, he the 
RES, Wakes at the Noiſe, and began to be in a e 5 
- 4 „„ . ED right, 
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having the fame Conceit that it was his Brother's 


Courage, and to hope that the News of the Death 
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Fright, for now he thought he heard him more diſtinct- 
ty, and had a Glimpſe of his Face; the other goes for- 
ward, and upon his return was ſo curious, as with his 
Candle to take a view of him ho lay fo near him, 
who opening his Eyes knew his Countenance, and ſhrunk TW 
under the Clothes that he might no more be troubled 5 
with this Apparition, his whole Body trembling by 
reaſon of his extream Fear. The young D Eſtampes 
likewiſe knew his Brother, and being amazed to ſee 
him there, whom he certainly believed was Dead, 
let fall the Candle, and ran away with all ſpeed, 


Ghoſt; ſo that they were both exceedingly affrighted 
at theſe ſtrange Viſions. They continued all Night 
in great Perplexity, and Day appearing, the Elder 
Brother ri ſeth firſt, and dreſſes himſelf in Mourning; 
the Younger likewiſe forſakes his Bed at the ſame 
time; being both ready, Francis goes down to in- 
quire of the Landlord, who it was that lay in the next 
Chamber ro his; but ſeeing his Brother in Mourn- 
ing he retired in great Confuſion. Fhe other makes 
the ſame enquiry of the Landlord, who telling him 
the Gentleman was of Chartres, he began to rake 


of his Brother was nor true; but then he wondred 
why he was in Mourning: In ſhort, the Landlord 
bringing them together, they embraced each other 
with the greateſt Affection, admiring at ſo ſtrange 
an Accident. nn oo nn vo 8 
They then relate to each other the Roguery of a 
Muc io in delivering ſeigned Letters: Having ſpent 
ſome time in Mirth, each returned to his own Home, 
where the one diſcovered the loſs of Jewels, and 
the other of his Goods by the Villany of Mucio.. 


AS 
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As neceſſity is ſaid to be the Mother of Inver 


tion, ſo choſe that practice unjuſt ways are uſually rect 
in want, though their Robberies are ſometimes ef brin 
conſiderable Value; which being ſoon conſumed, che} End 
are compel d to find out new Inventions for ſupplyin;} Proc 
their Extravagancies. For though Mucio had made elk 
good Prize of the two Brothers; yet Poverty ſtarim | 
him in the Face, he «enrolled himſelf among 
Crew of Pickpockets, who made the New-Bridgę Fro 
at Paris their uſual Rendezvous ;_ He aſſociated hin 101 
ſelf with two of the moſt accomplith'd of the Band of 
of Thieves; and having inſinuated himſelf into rhe} cha 
Acquaintance of one of the Friars of the Convent ei Pou 
the Cordeliers, he reſolved to make ay Act in aff Whi 
Comedy of his own contriving, and thus diſcourſa ©SF 
him, | CT. Mu 
. ä hin 
Good Father, „ Con. 
Have a Brother chat within theſe few Days i dire 
fallen into ſuch a Melancholy Condition for rh calr 
loſs of his Wife, whom he loved very tenderly, tha Dil 
his Grief for her hath almoſt diſtracted him: Some. bei. 
times he tells us he ſees her Ghoſt, and talks wid Jus 
her. I am therefore come to intreat you to uſe youſſ ſpe 
endeavour to reduce him to his right Mind, and u he 
ſertle his diſtracted Senſes; otherwiſe 1 doubt, tha Vo. 


Satan, who filis his Imaginations with Chimera 's, will. BO 
bring him into · an irrecoverable Madneſs: To Morrosf ih. 
I will bring him to you that you may admoniſh lim, che 
and by your Ghoſtly Counſel diſperſe thoſe thicch YE 
Fumes of Sorrow that darken his Underſtanding, his 
Amidſt his Ravings and Idle Diſcourſe, he cries ou, Pei 
chat he is Robbed, and demands his Money, Plate, he 
and other things to be reſtored to him; we have g- le 
ven him Phyſick rojpurge out thoſe noxious _—_— 5 


of chem in the Habit of a Prieſt goes to the, Ex- 


directly chicher about Nine in the Morning, enter- 


you may leave the Plate with the Porter whilſt we 


ing nothing of the Cheat, turns to the Goldſmith, 
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bur to no Effect. However, I hope your Advice will 
reQify his Mind, and reduce him to Reaſon. Pray 
bring him, ſays the Friar, and I will uſe my beſt 
Endeavours to calm his Spirits. This Diſtemper 
proceeds from the drineſs of his Brain, cauſed by 
vehement and exceſſive Sorrow. 85 


Upon theſe Words, Mucio being in great hope his 
Project would take, returns with Joy to his Compa- 
nions, and the next Morning very early, he and one 


change, and cheapneth a Silver Chalice of Eight 
Pound Value; they ſoon agreed of che Price for 
which they deſigned never to pay: The Goldſmich 
expected his Money from the pretended Prieſt, but 
Mucio told him they had ir not upon them, deſiring 
him to go along with them to the Convent of che 
Ce, del iers, and there he ſhould be paid. They went 


raining the Goldſmith all che Way wich ſuch pious 
Diſcourſe, that he could not poſſibly ſuſpe& them; 
being come to the Gate, Mucio ſeeming well ac- 
quainted in the Convent rang the Bell, and deſired to 
ſpeak with ſuch a Father, the Porter anſwered; that 
he was at Church, Sir, ſaid he to the Goldſmith, 


go to hear Maſs, and as ſoon as it is done, you 
thall receive your Maney. He thereupon delivered 
the Chalice to the Porter; ſo they went into the 
Veſtry where the Friar aforemented was putting on 
his Cope to fay Maſs, Muc io ſteps to him and whiſ- 
pers him in the Ear, that this was the Man of whom 
he ſpoke to him the Day before. The Friar dream- 
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my Friend ſays he, have a little patience till Maſs i; 
ended, and I will ſatisfy you: ; 
The Goldfmith not doubring his Money, having 
_ + the Friars Word for it, as he imagined, was content 
to ſtay and take his Place in the Chance), where 
Mucio and his Companion ſtud till the time of 
Offering; but being unwilling to neglect the preſer; 
Occaſion, he tells the Goldſmith privately, that they 
would go before to the next Tavern, which they 
named, and. drink a Glaſs of Wine, where they would 
expect his Company when the Friar had paid him; 
content ſays the Goldſmich, III come to you, not 
in the leaſt doubting any Deccir, ſince he had na 
only the Friars promiſe, but had ſeen the Plate de- 
lvered into the Hands of the borter of the Convent. 
- Mucio mean while goes with his Comrade to the Por- 
ter, and asks for the Chalice which he had left with 
him, pretending the Prieſt was going to fay Maſs in 
a Chappel near adjoining, at the requeſt of ſome 
devour Ladies, as the manner is in France. The 
Porter readily delivered the Chalice to them, who 
inſtantly march'd off, and when they got out of the 
Gate mended there Pace, and were ſoon out of Sight. 
Maſs being over, the Friar came into the Veſtry, 
. Whither the Goldſmith followed him chearfully, pre- 
paring his Bag and God Weights to receive Money 
. for his Chalice. The innocent Fryar calling him 
aſide, began to examine him, my Friend, ſays he, 
Is it not long ſince your Wife died, and have you 
been often troubled with this Malady, for 1 muſt 
ſearch into the Cauſe and beginning thereof? What 
Wiſe, ſays the Goldſmith, I have no Wife, I am 
not married; this is not the Occaſion that brought 
me hithes ? I. know welt enough, reply d the Friar, 


is 


chat you are not married; bur it is neceſſary to 2 
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how long it is ſince ſhe died, that I may che better 


apply a Remedy to your Grief: Sure, faid the Gold- 
ſmich, you miſtake me for ſome other Man, I have 


no Wife, neither intend to have any; I come only to 


receive my Money that is due to me, My Friend, 


faid the Friar, I know very well you would demand 


Money; however, I do not doubt but to reſtore you 


to your Senſes : Have you been at , Confeſſion fince 
you perceived your felt troubled with this Malady, ? 


Have you purged your Conſcience from the Evil 


Deeds you have done, by Confeſſion and Repentance? 
For ſometimes we are afflicted for our Sins and Of- 
fences : Excuſe me that I make ſuch a narrow Scru- 
tiny into your Affairs, ſince I do it for your Good. 
Pardon me, Sir, ſays the Goldſmith, if I am of 


the Opinion, that one of us wants our Underſtanding, 


and is not in his right Mind. I have nothing to do 
with your Tale of a Cock and a Bull, I demand Eighr 
Pounds which you are to pay me, or deliver me 
my Goods again, without putting me off with Tricks 
and Shams. Have patience, my Friend, ſays the 
Friar, I will do my: beſt to give Content, but what 


I fay to you is for your Benefit, you ought not to be 


ſo Cholerick; but ſhould firſt ſeek a Remedy for your 
Soul, and after that you ought to take Phyſick for 
the Cure of your Body, all theſe violent Paſſions 
proceeding, from an Indiſpoſition, and drineſs in the 
Brain. Do you think to pay me in ſuch Coin as 
this, ſays the Goldſmich, Pray, Sir, either pay me 
the Eight Pound which we agreed for, or elſe re- 
ſtore my Chalice, there is no Reaſon you ſhould 
detain my Goods, and Fob me off with your Clergy 
Nonſenſe. TE | 
The Friar not diſcerning, either by his Diſcourſe 
or Carriage any token of Diſtradt ion in lim, began 


to 
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Inviſible, gave much Cauſe of Suſpicion; What 
Chalice do you ſpeak of, ſays the Friar, had I ever 
any Chalice of you? I demand Money, ſays the 
Goldſmith for the Chalice for which you ſent two 
Genrlemen, to whom you ſpoke before Mafs : The 
Price agreed upon was Eight Pound, we. left it with 
the Porter to deliver ir to you, for proof whereof 
you may enquire of the Porter himſelf, or ſend 
for thoſe that came along with me, they are not far 
off, for they ſtay for me at the next Tavern, where 
I promiſed to come to them: The Friar hearing this 
Relation began to alter his Opinion: Tis true, ſaid 


ago, was with me Yeſterday, and acquainted me that 


loſs of his Wife, whom he ſo dearly loved, that he 
began 1 Melancholy and Sorrow to be beſides 
himſelf; often imagining that he talk d wich her 
Ghoſt, and that I would do a Work of Charity ro 
uſe my endeavour to ſettle him again in his righr 
Mind. I therefore ask your Pardon for my imper- 
tinent Diſcourſe ; for I did ſuppoſe you to be the 
Man of whom I informed you, but as for che Chalice 
I know nothing of it, perhaps he miſtook me for 
the Guardian of Compeign, who I am told much re- 
ſembles me, I will go along with you to him; whi- 
ther being come, the Guardian declar'd he knew no- 
thing of the Matter, having given no Order for buy- 

ing a Chalice, 7 
The Goldſmith hereupon began to fear they were 
Cheats ; they go back to che Porter to demand the 
Chalice, who Anſwers them, That it was true they 
delivered one to him while they went to Maſs; bur 
the Prieſt who delivered it to him had carried it 
: away . 


ro ſuſpect ſome Cheat in the Matter, and Mucio being 


he, thar the Perſon who came to me Half an Hour 
de had a Brother much troubled in Mind for the 
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away to go to ſay Maſs' in another Place, and 
Ichat queſtionleſs they would find him in - ſome 
Chappel thereabout. The Goldſmith hereupon be- 
gan to threaten the Porter to make him pay for it; 
bur he told him he” could no way hurt him, ſince 
he had delivered it to him that gave it into his 
Hand. After many angry Words had paſſed between 
them, che Goldſmich went to the Tavern, and all 
te Chappels adjoining, but could find none of his 
Chapmen, and ſo was obliged to be contenred with 
his Loſs, and go Home without Money. 8 
Muc io being ſucceſsſul in his Villanies, he was en- 
couraged to proceed, and venture upon forher Stra- 
tugems and Cheats. Among the reſt, the following 
IExploit was performed by him and his Companion, 
rot much unlike the Laſt. Upon an Holy Saturday 
(as they call it in Paris) there was a great Marker 
Jof Hens, Part ridges, Rabbits, Pullets, and other Pro- 
viſions againſt the next Day, which was a Feſtival. 
He and his Companion going Abroad to ſeek for 
prey, they met with a Country Man loaded with Ca- 
pons and other Fowls: one of them coming up to 
him, pretended to buy all that he had, and cheap- 
ming the Goods for ſometime, at length they came 
to an Agreement, and the Cheat was to give Ten 
Nobles for all his Ware, and gave it to his Fellow 
to carry Home; he himſelf ſtaid behind with his 
Hand in his Pocket, as if he deſigned to pay him; 
he ſearcheth all his Pockets, at length he pulls out 4 
great Purſe, and then a little one, to amuſe the Boor 
till his Comrade was got out of Sight, Friend, ſays 
be, I have not Money enough about me, but go 
along with me and you ſhall be paid: The Clown 
was Content, and went after him almoſt a Trot, the 
Raſcal thinkipg by croſſing ſeveral Streets he 9 
e | | _ 
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| loſe his Chapman; bur the Ruſtick was as Lighe: Ruſtic 
footed as himſelf, being always at his Heels; where. Þncel 
upon he ſtept into St. Auftins Church, where the rer, 
Friars were Confeſſing ſome ignorant Bigots; he 3" o 
pretended to ſay a Prayer, and then turning to the Nhere- 
Boor, The Proviſion, Friend, chat I bought of you, the Co 
ſays he, was for this Convent, I WII go and tell the 


Friar -he muſt pay you. He then goes to the Con- onclu 
feſſor along with the Clown, and calling him aſide, ÞÞaking 
he put Six Pence into his Hand, and whiſpering him nd pu 
in the Ear, Father, fays he, this Country Man is one 
of my Acquaintance, and comes to be Confeſs'd, nd th: 
he Lives Ten Miles off, and muſt go Home to Night, the Co 
therefore pray diſpatch him out of Hand. The Pod 
good Father obliged by being paid before Hand, aſ- End thy 
ſured him, that when he had ended the benitents Plone 
| Confeſſion that was before him upon his Knees, he Ne Fi 
would inftantly ſatisfy him; he chen calling to the Ny th 
Clown, Friend, ſays he, the Father will diſpatch che 
you as ſoon as he has done Confeſſing that Man; Act 
yes, ſaid the Friar, I will give you Content preſently; Pen 
with theſe Words Mucio parted from him, and the n V 
Country Man ſtaid, reckoning upon his Fingers how, oly-\ 
much Money he ſhould lay out for Shoes, Stocking WH + 
and other Neceſſaries. De Bc 
The Penitent being diſmiſs'd, the Friar . makes a e d 
Sign to the Clown to draw near, but did not find "os ] 
him in ſuch a Trembling Poſture as he expected, and 85 * 
was much offended that he ſhewed ſo little Devo- 0 Villa 
tion. The Clown ſtood bolt upright without Kneel- Out 
ing, looking earneſtly upon the Confeſſor to ſee if wax * 
be put his Hand in his Pocket ro pay him his Mo- n i: 
ney, and the Confeſſor ſtar d upon him, aſtoniſh'd 5 12 


e ſee him ſo indevout, but imputing it co his Ig- 0 
n norance as he was a Boor, he bid him 3 ” 
HI. # 2 ag. | : „ C 
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Ruſtick thought it an extraordinary Ceremony to 
Peel to receive Money, and muttered at it: Ho-] | 
yer, he fell on his Knees, he then bid him make the 
Sizn of the Croſs, and proceed to his Confeſſion; 
hereat the Clown was out of all batience, thinking 
he Confeſſor was out of his Wirs, and hegan to 
Swear with great Obſtinacy. This made the Fryar 
onclude he was certainly poſſeſt by the Devil, and 
naking the Sign of the Croſs began to conjure him, 
and put St. Auſtin's Girdle about him, which he be- 
icved would ſoon rout the Evil Spirit our of him 
and then proceeded to utter ſome Prayers, at which 
e Country Man was ſo enraged, that taking the 
good Father by the Surplice, he trip'd up his Heels, 
and threw him flar on the Ground, demanding aloud 
Poney for his Poultry: The Father imagining all 
he Fiends of Hell were ſurrounding him, began to 
ay the Litany with a low Voice; and praying to 
che Saints in the Calendar to aſſiſt him. 
Ar rhe Noiſe that they both made, the whole Con- 
ent was alarm'd, and the Monks came in Procei- | 
ſon with the Croſs and lighted Candles, caſting 
oly-Water on every fide, and believing chere was 
a Legion of Devils in the Church; they came where 
he Boor and the Fryar were in Debate, the for- 
ner demanding Money for his Poultry, and the 
Prior having examined both Parties, he perceived 
they were both Innocent, and that the Ruſtick had 
2 Villanous Cheat put upon him. At length ſome 
Devout People that were in the Church, to pre- 
ent any further Diſturbance, paid the Country 
Man his Money, who went home very joyfuily. _ 
Muc io ſtill continued his Robberies and Chears, 
and at length Circumvented Alcander, the moſt fa- 
ous Phyſician in Paris, who was counted very 
SS Co 
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Y 5 Rich, and ſeldom went Abroad without à good Sum 
about him. One Night about Nine a Clock, Muci 
obierving him going about the City among his Pa- 
tients, did not doubt but he hid pick'd up ſome 
Money for the Cures he had perform d; and attend- 
ing for his coming Home in a By-ſtreer, at length 
perceiving him at a Diſtance, he haſtens towards him, 
Sir, ſaid I, Iam very happy in meeting you, who! 
Know to be a Gentleman of great Skill and Suc- 
cels in your Profeſſion; I humbly beg you wil 
pleaſe ro go along with me and Viit my Wife, who 
10r Ten or Twelve Days paſt has ſuch a Flux, thut 
me can Eat nothing, and her Body is quite empty 
for want of Suſtenance. Alcander hoping to have a 
good Patient of his Wife, the Husband appearing 
like a Gentleman, Sir, ſaid he, I will wait upon you, 
and will uſe the utmoſt Skill I have for the reco 
very of the Gentlewoman : Mucio then leads him 
from one Street to another till he came to his Lodg- 
ing, where having ſhut the Door, he takes up a Pi. 
ſtol in one Hand, and an empty Purſe in the other, 
and coming up to the Doctor, Sir, ſays he, ſhewing 
him his Purſe, this is my Wife, and you may per- 
_  ccive, that by her Emptineſs her Bowels ſeem clung 
together. Now, Sir, you muſt find out a Remedy 
for this Diſtemper, or elſe this Piſtol muſt procure 
it. The Doctor trembling to find himſelf ſurprized 
in this Manner, durſt not cry out, becauſe the vil 
lain held the Piſtol to his Breaſt ; fo that he was 
obliged to fill the Purſes empty Paunch with a com 
ſiderable Sum of Money. Mucio then told him that he 
would not be ſo uncivil, as not to fee him fate Home, 
holding the Piſtol all the while at his Breaſt, leſt 


but before 1 
| W45 


Houſe, boldly knock d at the Door; 


he ſhould make an Outcry, and coming to Alcander 5. 


elf lik 
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us opened ſeized his Cloak, telling him he much 
oubred he ſhould be overtaken with a ſhower of 
zin, and then took his leave of him, making away 
ich all peed. The Phyfician remembred the Houſe, 


nd went next Day to find our his Patient, but he 
ad left his Lodging, having wherewithal to take a- 


other, and cheated both his Landlord and the Doctor, 
who were forced to be contented, as knowing no way 


Fo retrieve their Loſſes. 


I ſhall conclude with the Relation of one more 


Pf his Robberies. Thoſe of his Profeſſion are very 


Sharp in their Remarks upon all Occaſions. Mucis 
d taken Notice of a Wealthy Merchant (as they 
Il Shop-keepers in France) who ſold Surplices and 
opes (which are Veſtmenrs of Rich Silk, which rhe 

Romiſh Prieſts put on when they ſay Maſs) and that 
e put the Money he took in a great Purſe hang- 
ng by his Side. He therefore reſolved, if pofſible, 
o have a ſnatch at ir, To which end he clothed him- 
elf like a Country Farmer, and coming into the 


hop, Sir, ſays he to the Merchant, I am Church- 


/arden of Gentilly Pariſh, and have Orders to buy 


E fine Cope for our Parſon; Pray ſhew me a hand- 
Wome one, and we ſhall nor diſagree about the Price, 


Whe Merchant was very diligent in expoſing his Goods, 


Hucio at length pirch'd upon a very gaudy one, 
ut, ſays he, I doubt whether it will fir our Curate, 
is much of the ſame Stature as your felt; and 


Þ you will be ſo kind to try it on, I ſhall ſee whe- 
Fer it will do or no: The Merchant doubring no- 
Fung, puts it on his Back, which the pretended 


urch-Warden having exactly viewed, I like it 

ery well, ſaid he, only one fide ſeems ſhorrer then 

another ; The Merchant ſuppoſing the bulkineſs of 

1s Purſe underneath 1 5 Cauſe of it, pulls A. | 
| 2 | 


— 


for him, and the beople gazing at the fluttering o 


St. Germains-Fair, he was condemned and execute 


— . 'I · . mann 
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off, and lays it on the Counter; he then pretended 
to view it again, I like it very well ſa id he, but your 


Purſe much better, and inſtantly ſnatching it up runs 
away with all ſpeed, the Merchant follows him in 
the fine Cope ; they both run, one for his Money 
the other tor his Life, the Cheat got Ground of him 
telling ſome People, he that followed him was di. 
ſtrated, others that he ran for a Wager. The Mer. 
chant purſues him, but the Thief was too nimb{; 


The La 
tlem 
Mas 
her 


apps 


the Cope, never endeavoured to ſtop him; ſo that at 
eneth he loſt ſight of his Church-Warden, and wx 
forced to return Home with the Loſs of all the Mone 
he had taken for a whole Week before. 
Theſe and many other Pranks were play'd b. 
Ilacio, which though they may ſeem Ludicro : 
and Tricks, without Bloodſhed, or any great Da e 
e, but to thoſe that were Loſers, yet the Lan mY "i 
calling it Theft and Robbery. Mucio being ſurpriz' Age Ot 


by the Galdſmirh he had robb'd of the Chalice, i 5 
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upon a full Evidence of his many Villanies, as he 
juſtly deſerved. - = 
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NOVEL XN - 
The Law of Divorce. A Cmical Intrigue of 


tleman, who fell in Love with his own.Wife in 2 
Mask, and after many Amorous Addreſſes enjoyed 
her in the Dark, and was enraged at his Diſ- 


app int ment. | 


48 Wars which for many Years had in- 
feſted Nalz, occaſioned that Country to be fo. 
extreamly Depopulated, chat Dulcinus King of Lom- 
Jlardy, an Ingenious Prince, and Fertile in all Wirry 


Experiments, took a grèat deal of Care to 
ple it: He publiſh'd an Edict, forbidding al] 


Men upon Pain of Death to live Batchelors, paſt the 


Age of Fourtcen Years. He contributed out 


on Exchequer, toward Marriages that were unequal : 
He granted great Privileges to entice Foreigners 

thicher. But Margaret his Wife (called the Volup- 
Nong) perceiving this New Law diminiſh'd her Hus- 
band's Revenue, berhought her ſelf of a way that 
might be as effectual, but ror ſo chargeable to the 


Crown. She adviſe! Duleinu to grant a 


Permiſſion to his Subie&s to change Husbands and 


Wives, as they ſhould think Convenuient. 


Counſel was judged to be good, and immediately 
put in Execution; and the Prince being extreamly 
pleaſed with this Project of his Queen, not only 
publithed an Act of Divorce, but promiſed Sinctuary 
and Protection to all Strangers or Criminals who em- 
braced that Indulgence. This Declaration being ru- 
moured in all che Kingdoms of Europe, there was no- 


thing ſeen but Navies of People” of both 
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coming daily to eſtabliſh themſelves in Lombard, 
and enioy the Liberty of that Country; inſomuc 
that in a ſhort time there wanted Corn for the Inln 
bitants, though in it ſelf the moſt fruitful Kingdom 
in the World. e N 
And. it being the pirt of a Sovereign to give gooc 
Example in the Things he Commands, the Prince 
and Princeſs were the firſt which began to reduc 
this Invention into Practice; and to demonſtrate rhe 
Prudence and Juſtice, they defired to know hoy 
their Subjects would chuſe, and upon what Ground 
they would change, and therefore made chem ſelve 
Judges to examine the Reaſons of ſuch as demand 
Liberty of Divorce: Dulcinus interrogated the M 
about the Complaints they made of their Wive 
that he might Learn from them the Inclinations o 
her, whom he defigned to take in the Place of h 
own Wite; and Margaret having the ſame Chimer 
in her Brains in the Examination of the Women, 
would needs be Commiſſioned to hear their. © 
jections. Dulcinus was not a litrie concerned ho 
to determine the Accuſations of the Husbands. H: 
found they had all ſuch juſt Reaſon on their ſid 
and told their Tales fo ſmoorhly, that though 
could not ſuſpe& the Sincerity of their Intorma 
tions, yet thought it almoſt impoſſible that ther 
ſhould be ſo many ill Wives in the Univerſe ash 
found in his Muſter-Rolls ; and finding his Wit: 
more tolerable than other Mens, though ſhe wi 
not withour her Faults, he concluded it to be mo 
eligible to ſtick to lis firſt Bride, ſhow ſtrong ſoeve 
his Deſire was to have a Second. Thoſe that wen 
| Handſome, were either Wanton or Proud; the I! 
favoured were Jealous; the Witry Imperious ant 
Perverſe; the Sober were Melancholy; and in ſhor. 
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ao Woman but had ſome Quality Inconſiſtent with 
the Sweerneſs of Society. He conſidered not that 
I none were accuſed before him, bur ſuch as were De- 
fective, and that thoſe Husbands who were contented 
with their Wives, never came near him to take the 
I Benefit of the Proclamarion. | „ 
neen Margaret was not in ſuch trouble with 
ter Pariſian, whether ſhe was leſs difficult to 
p'caſe, or thiaꝛ Dulcinus's Qualities were ſo Indifferent, 
every one ſhe met wich had better; bur the Princeſs 
found ſufficient Cauſe for all Men to plead their 
Priviledge, though the Prince was reſolved not to 
part with her. He Loved a new Wife better than 
an old one; but he found Margaret much better 
then the reſt. The Firſt Woman that was brought 
before the Princeſs, was a lively brisk Laſs, of a 
good Preſence, and ſprightly Countenance, her Habit 
was near and very Genteel, her Actions comely, and 
it might be eaſily diſcerned, that the endeavoured to 
pleaſe Mankind; you may paſs, Miſtreſs, ſays Mar- 
garet, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw her, there is no neceſſity 
to examine what your Complaint is; you would 
have a Gallant, and your Husband will not ſuffer 
you, you have reaſon indeed to change; Husbands 
of tliat Humour are troubleſome, and you ought to 
be contented till you meet with one who will give 
you that Liberty; alas, Madam, replied the good 
Woman, my Husband is none of thoſe, and if! 
had thought one muſt have had occaſion of Com- 
plaint againſt a Husband before ſhe could enjoy the 
Priviledge of Changing, I ſhould not have troubled 
your Majeſty or your Kingdom at this time: My 
Husband Loves me, he is Young, Handſome, not 
Jealous in the leaſt, and I have what Jewels and 
Clothes I will ask: Why then will you be Chang- 
Es | 4 - ing, 
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ing, replied Margaret, in a Huff, is it only for the 
bare Pleaſure of Changing; Madam, ſaid the Woman, 
Do not think it an inconſiderable Matter to break 4 
Chain that muſt elſe hold me as lorg as J live: 
Did you never obſerve the greateſt Epicures to 
Tower and Plume over a Ragoo of Beef, and nep- 
le& more delicate Diſnes, becaufe they are Cloy d 
with them; in earneſt cry'd Margaret, 1 ſee we 
are not all Sots of our Sex; I did not think that 


far. The Princeſs then Decreed, That this Woman 
ſnould be placed at the Head of the diſcontented 
Wives, and have the Choice of all the Men that 
ſhould happen to be Divorced : From this Examina- 
tion ſhe proceeded to a Second: This was a Pale, 
Faint, Languiſhing Creature, whoſe Negl'gence in 
her March proclaimed her ratura'ly Lazy, What 
Complaint do you bring againſt your Husband, ſaid 
Margaret? Madam, reply'd paleface, he Loves me 
too much, he is always Kiſſing and Careſſing me, to 
that I can never be at Quiet, Oli! cry'd the Princeſs, 
take away this Woman from the reſt, or the will 
be of very ill Example; and then ſetting down her 
Husband's Name in her Table-Book, Well, ſays ſhe, 
it I ever I do Change, this ſhall be the Man who! 
will chuſ® for my Husband. 

The Queen had ſcarce. ſettled her ſelf in this Re- 
ſolution; but in comes a Third Complainant, who 
by the Paſſion in her Face, made her conclude, that 
her Grievance would be quite contrary to the for- 
mer: What, I warrant you are Jealous, ſaid the 
Princeſs, you would part with your Husband, be- 
cauſe he Courts other Women? I with with all 
my Hearr, | 
had been a Prophet, I ſhould not then be 8 3 

fer 


the Caprice of Change could have been carried thus 
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ſerable as I am; there is nothing in my Opinon 
ſo convenient as to have ſuch a Husband; he is 
always Neat and Perfumed; he is very often Abroad, 
and his Fear leſt we ſhou'd pry into his Affairs, 
obliges him to leave the Conduct of ours to our 
ſelves : But, alas! Madam, mine is not fo well di- 
poſed; he never ſtirs from Home but at Chriſtmas, 
Eaſter, and Mhitſ unt ide, and judging of my Tem- 
per by h's own, he never ſuffers me to go one ſtep 
our ot Doors, but when he is my Gentleman Uſher: 
This being adjudged one of the moſt. lawful Cauſes 
of Divorce; the good Wife had Liberty to change 
her Husband immediately. Margaret continuing her 
Office, a Woman crowded up to the foremoſt Rank, 
the ſubje& of whoſe Complaint was very new and 
odd: Her Husband would by all means have her 
in Love with ſome Body elſe, and che Foo Woman 
could not be perſuaded ; it is becauſe rhe Gallane | 
your Husband propoſed to you does not pleaſe 
you, ſaid the Princeſs : No Madam, not ſo, reply d 
the Woman, for he gives me my Choice; he tells 
me Honeſt Women are ſuch Dragons 1n an Houte, 
that to rid me of this ill quality he values not who 
Careſſes me: I muſt confeſs, Madam, my Honeſty 
makes me a little Furious ſometimes; Honour is a 
Jewel, and when a Woman can fay with Confidencęg 
ihe fears no Body, ſhe is ſeldom tb be cofquereſ 
in a Family Diſpute. My Husband tell me, there- 
fore he would have me like other Women; and 
that a Woman is more Tractable and Complarffifr 
when ſhe hath an Amorous Intrigue in her Head”; 
but, Madam, I had rather dye a Thouſand Dearhs 
than gratify him in that, my Honour is my Lite, 
ind I will renounce my Marriage, rather than the 
Friviiedge ot ſpeaking Loud in my own ä 
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ali Chaſte Women may do. Margaret look'd upon 
this Woman to be abſolutely Diſtratted, and made 
Signs to have her taken away without giving her any 
Anſwer; and ſhe had Reaſon to diſparch her as 
- Toon as ſhe could, another attending who had ſo 
much to ſiy, chat her very Story concluded the 
Proceedings of the Court. _ 
She was a French Woman, originally of Langue- 
doc, a Province of France; bur fo Handſome 
and Charming, the Princeſs her ſelf could nor look 
upon her but with Admiration : How is it poſſible, 
aid ſhe, any Man Living ſhould Defire to part with 
you? The Stranger returned her no Anſwer to that, 
but told her, the Accuſation which ſhe brought 
conſiſted of ſo many Particulars, that ſhe humbly 
| beg'd leave to relate her whole Story. She was not 
a Perſon to be deny'd any Thing, the Queen there- 
fore comply'd with her Requeſt, and the unknown 
Lady returning Thanks for that Favour, began her 
Diſcourſe in Italian (which ſhe ſpoke as freely as 


7 * 
. J ; 2 


lowing Manner. 


| The Hiſtory of Nogaret and Mariana. 


WY, 


Do pot. well know, whether I am to begin with 
the Deſcription of the Knight and the Lady, 
which is the uſual Prologue to all ſuch Narrz 
tions, nor which is proper for me, in regard 


your H ghneſs hath me here in your Preſence; 
and my Husband being in the next Hall with the 
King, you may ſee him too if you pleaſe; nor 
ſhall I commence with any Impertinent Genealogy, 
it not being Mareriul ro your Highneſs who were 
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my Anceftors, if you have bur a true Account of 
my Affair. I am a Wife, and have a Complaint 
againſt my Husband : Hear it I beſeech you with 

Patience, and judge of my Reaſons. 8 
I was Born in Montpelier, a Town very famous 
ſor Handſome Women, and my Name 15 Mari- 
ana. A Gentleman who dwelt not far off in that 
Country, having Buſineſs at Montpelier, happened 
to ſee me by Chance, and liked me ſo well, he 
pretended he loved me. This Freedom and Confi- 
dence not being ſo formidable in our Country as. 
in other Places, I muſt confeſs freely 1 thought my 
ſelf very much obliged to him: Bur the begin- 
ning of our Amour was not of loug Duration; 
for my Servant was called to che Court of France, 
upon an Affair not at all Pertinent to the Story; 
and King Philip (Sir-named Le Bell) conceived ſo 
prom a kindneſs for him, that he kept him abour 
is Perſon. He gave me notice of the Favour he 
was in, and for ſome time I had Reaſon to believe 
that he did not deſign to forget me; he Writ to 
me often, and his Letters ſeemed to be Paſſionate, 
but che manner of che Court being to forget all 
former Obligations, Nagaret by Degrees became Lazy, 
writ but Seldom, and at length quite neglected 

„ 5 | 
[ paſt two- whole Years without hearing ons: 
Word of him; but about the the Third Year, 
being ſent by the King his Maſter to Pope Boni- 
face, paſſing rhrough Languedoc, either by Acci- 
dent or Deſign he came to Montpelier : Without 
Vanity, I may fay, -I had the Repuration of be- 
ing the Handſomeſt Woman in that Province, I 
was grown ſomewhat Fatter then when Nogaret 
firſt ſaw me, my Neck and. Proportions were bet- 
„ 
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1 | ter Shaped, and he alſo was grown the fineſt Gen 


tleman in France, We had no great trouble to re- 
vive our old Flame, I ſaw nothing in all Languedoc 
to be compared to Ngaret, and he vowed as hear- 
tily he had ſeen nothing in all France or Ttaly fo 
Lovely as my ſelf. - 


The Trick of Inconſtancy he had play'd me 
in his firſt Voyage, made me nor rely roo much up- 


on his Proteſtations then, I remembred he had pro- 
miſcd as ſtoutly before, and forgot ir almoſt as ſoon 
as our of fight ; but he made ſuch fair pretences for 
his Silence, and I had ſo great a deſire they ſhould 
be true, that I affiſted the Cheat, and contributed 
to my own Deception. 2 e 
His Fortune and Duty required his Return, he 
Nay'd not long at Montpelier; but he gave me 
ſufficient Reaſon to believe, that what he left be- 
hind him this time was much dearer to him than 
it was before: He Writ to me from all Places 
upon the Road, there was not a Faſhion in the 
Court of France, but I had the Pattern one of the 
Firſt; and the kindneſs of the King of France 
having raiſed him to a Rank in which he needed 


WE mor fear being deceived; if he demanded me of 


my Parents, he did it with ſo much Ardour and 
Advantage on my fide, that he eaſily obtained 
me. I was co ro Lyons, where Nogaret mer 


me, and our Marriage being Celebrated there, 


my new Husband conducted me to Court, with 
an Equipage more like a Triumph than a private 
Tran, - | 
The Ring received Nogaret with great Demon- 
ſtrations of Joy, the Queen Honoured me with 
Preſents and Careſſes; and if I had the Pleaſure 
50 ſee Nogaret out-do all the Young Lords of his 
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Age; he had the Satisfaction to hear his Choice 
commended by every one chat ſaw me. Three 
or Four Months we continued at this Rate, with 
ſo much Felicity and Content, both to the one, 
and to the other, that I cannot recal that happy 
Time without being Melancholy to think it laſted 
no longer; But, Madam, can you believe what I 
am now going to tell you? The firſt Tranſports 
of Joy were fcarce paſt, bur the Names of Hus- 


band and Wife became inſupportable ro us. No- 5 


garet increaſed daily in Eſteem and Reputation, 
and 1 may ſay rhe Air of che Court was no Di- 
minution to my Beauty. Had not Nogaret been 
my Husband, I ſhould have had need of my 


whole Stock of Virtue to have kept me from 


Loving him more chan I ought ; and he pro- 
teſted had I not been his Wife, he had died for 
Love of me before thar, but the indiſpenſable 
Neceſſity of Loving one another, gave us conti- 
nual Temptations to hate. We could not be a- 
lone Half an Hour together, bur ir was Trouble- 
ſome; if Cuſtom or Caprice put us upon any 
Careſſes, they went againſt the Hair, and we ſeemed 

only to acquit our ſelves of an ungrateful Duty 
that lay upon us, without the leaft Kindneſs or 
Satisfaction in the World: Not but that we had 
a Foundation of Reſpe& one for another, which 
indeed nothing could deſtroy. * 
N garet Lived with me very Honourably, and 

F would have dyed a Thoufand Deaths before! 
would have been deficient in my Duty to him; 
but we look upon one another as good Friends, 
who being aſſured of each others A ffection, Love 
on, but in a quiet and Serene Kind of a Way, 
without the leaft Paſſion or Tranſport. This ** 
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of Civility gives the good Woman all the Privi- 
ledges her Rank Requires of her Husband, and 
ſecures the Man againſt all Tempeſts at home; 
bur this is not enough for Young 


Love, proceeds only from Policy and Compliance, 
Marriage becomes a heavy Burthen to thoſe who 
are any thing delicate. VV 
Theſe Conſiderations rendring us unquict and 
moroſe, Seignior Colonna, one of Nogaret's Particu- 
lar. Acquaintance began to perceive it. This Man 
was famous all over Europe for the Affronts he 
pur. upon Pope Boniface. 


rity. which travelling together produces; he was a 
lovely Perſon, and very Judicious; he preſt my 
Hashand to let him know the Occaſion of his Me- 
lancholy, and aſſuring him he ſhould hold his 
Friendſhip ſuſpe&ed for the future, unleſs he vouch- 
ſafed that Mark of his Affection; he at length 
forced it from him, That it was his Diſguſt of 
me: How ſays Colonna, diſguſted with Madam 
Nogaret ? Tell me I beſeech you, do you know 


ö = any Woman Living more Handſome, or more 


Worthy of your Love than She? Tis not of her 
Beauty I Complain, replyd my Husband, I muſt 


confeſs that is Great, and any Man but a Husband 


might be happy in it; But tell me, pray, of 
what Uſe is that Beauty? Of what Uſe, ſaid 
Colanna, for whoſe, or for what Uſe ſhould your 
Wife be, but for yours? Do you make no dit- 
' ference between an Handſome and an ill favoured 


Woman? And if you Keſtrain che Pleaſures of 


Matrimony 


FLY Hearts, who ex- 
—_ pct ſomething farther; they would have Love con- 
* tinue with che ſame Warmth it began, for, think 
they, when that which oughr to be the effect of 


Nagaret made a Jour- 
ney with him to rah, and befides the Familia-- 
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Matrimony only to the Eye, Is it not more Plea- 
fant for an Husband when he comes Home, to 


find a young, a lively, and a near Woman ready 
to Embrace him, than to be received by a dirty, 


| homely, looſe bodied Slattern? Ha! my dear Friend, 


reply'd Nogaret, in a ſcornful Way, a Wife is ab 
ways Handſome enough, conſidering how little her 
Husband Regards her: A Man of Honour Lives 


with a Homely Woman, as well as with a Hand- 


ſome, and hath the Advantage of Loving a Hand- 
ſomer if he can find her, whereas when a Man 
hath ſuch a Wife as mine, ſeems ro have loſt his 
Wits when he Addreſſes to another. The Ladies 
that know her ſend him back to his Wife, as 
one he muſt needs know is Handſomer; and 
| ſo he may may call upon all the Saints, and 
Swear as many Oaths as he pleaſes that he Loves 


her, and not perſuade her at the Laſt. Ha! ſaid 


he, were I but the Husband of ſuch a- Woman, 
naming one of the moſt ill-favoured in the Court, 


with what Pleaſure could I tell Madam Nogaret, 


ſhe was the. handſomeſt Perſon in the World? She 


would believe me becauſe ſhe - would know it was 


true; ſhe would think her ſelf obliged by my 
Commendations, and perhaps Recompenſe them 
by ſome Favour or other bur ſhould I now make 
this Compliment to any other Lady of the Court, 


ſhe would believe. I . did bur Rally ; for ſhe 


knows in her Heart that Madam Nozaret is Hand- 
ſomer. | | 
This Dialogue happened in a Hall where we 
uſually dined, and there being a cloſe Arbour on 
one fide of ir, into which after Dinner I had 
accidentally retired to repoſe my ſelf, it was my 
Fortune to hrar every Word they faid; I was 


ROT 
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not at all ſurprized at the beginning of their Diſ- 


Courſe, had my Judgment been asted in the ſame 


Caſe, I ſhould have ſaid as much of Nogaret, as 
he did of me; but when I heard him with him- 
ſelf married to the homely Lady he named, I 
could not for my Life forbear burſting out in- 


to a Laughter; Colonna thruſt his Head into the 


Arbour to fee who it was that Laugh'd : He found 
me ſitting there alone with a Book in my Hand, 
hearkning wich great Tranquilliry at what paſt be- 
Tween us, as if I had not been concerned in the 
| leaſt, In earneſt, Madam, faid he, this may be 
called the Houſe of Miracles: The Man of all 
France who hath the Handſomeſt Wife, wiſhes he 
had the Homelieſt, that he might have the Plea- 
ſure of making Love to his own. The Lady of 
the whole World which deſerves beſt of her Hus- 
band, receives the Aſſurance of his Diſguſt with a 
Laugh, What kind of Creatures are you two? 


Tou, ſays he, to Nogaret, fince your own Wife is 
BE worthy of your Love, Why do you not Love her? 


Come into this Arbour and tell me your Rea- 
ſons : Alas! reply d Nogaret, with a ſmiling Diſ- 
gain, I have ſo much Liberty to ſay what I will 
to her, chat I have nothing to. ſay. And can 
you hear this, ſays Colonna ro me, and be merry; 
Why ſhould 1 not be merry, reply d I without any 
Diſorder ; Is it not pleaſant enough to make any 
Body Laugh? Yes, without doubt, reply'd the Ta- 
lian, your Husbands Diſcourſe would make any 
one Laugh that was Indifferent; bur I coald nor 
have thought, Madam, 
Character; is it the beſt Courſe. I can take, re- 
ply d I, for to ſpeak Truth, I am ſo much of No- 
garet's Mind in all that he hath faid, that I can- 
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not in Juſtice Condemn him. Come, come away, 
aid my Hnsband to Colonna, taking him by the 
Arm, let us take a little Air, you have kept ſuch 
a ſtir with che Name of Husband and Wife, that 
the very pronouncing them ſo often hath given me 
the Head- Ach. | 

As ſoon as he had ſpoke theſe Words they went 
forch together, and immediately after my Mantua 
Woman bringing me home an odd kind of Gown 
of. my own particular Invention, I was fo well 
Picaſed with it, I would needs go to wait upon 
the Queen in it. I mer her in her Coach going 
to her Devotions, whether I had no mind to fol- 
low her; and not having found two or three Ladies 
at Home which I went to Viſit, I reſolved to ar- 


tend Her Majeſty's return in the Garden belonging 


to the Palace, I had promiſed my Coach to a Friend 
of mine that Evening; ſo that I ſent it away to 
her, and chuſing the moſt private Walks I could find 
in che Garden, I entercained my ſelf wich Solitary 
Thoughts. 2 


Bur, Madam, obſerve I beſeech you rhe Strange- 


neſs of my Deſtiny; I. was alone, not ſo much as 
any of my Train at the t Garden Gate; I was 
Masqued, which formerly they were very ſmall in 
France; by accident my Husband and Seignior Co- 
lonna paſſed by the Place where I was, and ſee- 


ing me a perſonable. Woman, and walking alone 


in the Garden, my Husband' had a Fancy to ad- 
dreſs me; he had never ſeen that Gown 1 was 
in at that time, and he had left me in another 
when he, went out; ſo not having che leaſt Suſ- 


pition who I was, he began with a very high Com- 


plement about the Excellency of my Shape: This 


Encounter ſeemed Pretty, I had a Mind to divert 


JOE 
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my ſelf with it a little, and diſſembling my Voice 
as much as I could, I pretended to be a Law- 
yer's Wife in the Country, who knew nothing of 
the Court, and ſeconded Nogaret's Miſtake ſo well, 
that it never came the leaſt into his Head that I 
Was otherwiſe than what I told him; he was in 
a mighty Rapture, nothing but Praiſes and Pro- 
teſtations in his Mouth; he admired ſomerimes 
my Shape, ſometimes my Neck, my Hair the 
_ fineſt he ever had ſeen, my Eyes, my Mo.ion, all 
thät little he ſaw beneath my Maſque, all Excellent, 
and all Enchanted him. 

Colonna thought go2d to pull him away by the 
| Sleeve, and endeavour to break off a Converſation 
which he began to be jealous of already, bur he 
could not get him from me; he vowed he would 
follow me to the end of the World, and in ſhort, 
when we parted, he went away the moſt in Love 
of any Man Living : Colonna look d upon this Fhrenſy 
with Compaſſion, I heard him Con'iure him in 
| Ttalian (which I underſtood) not to concern him- 
1elf with a Perſon which for ought he knew, 
might be nothing leſs than what the pretended 
that Paris was full of ſuch kind of Cattel, who 
pretended highly to Innocence aud Prudence, though 
they knew more Roguery perhaps than any that 
interrogated them; but Nagaret's Ears were deaf 
to all ſuch Admonitions; and he was very impor- 
tunate for leave to wait upon me at my Lodgings: 
I uſed all the Authority 1 began to have over him 
to oblige him to excuſe me: I told him 1 had a 
Jealous Husband, who would never ſuffer ſuch Per- 
ſons as he to enter within his Doors; char I ſhould 
judge of the Effects I had produced in his Heart, 
by the Reſpe& he ſhould pay to my Pies ; 
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that he ſhould ſatisfy himſelf I was not an in- 
. grateful Woman, and that I ſhould find our a 
way ſometime or other, of ſarisfying his Curioſit 
more ſecurely: He withdrew upon this, much 
Pleaſed with that Hope; and I having found an 
Opportunity to tread upon Co onna's Toe, I figned 
to him that 1 would ſpeak with him; he fol- 
lowed me to a Place I had mark'd to him with 
my Eye, and Nogaret being too apprehenſive of 
my Diſpleaſure ro follow him, he attended at one 
end of the Walk, very impatient to know what 
it was I had to ſay to him: When I ſaw my 
Husband at too great a Diſtance to underſtand 
what J ſaid, Colonna, ſaid I, Iam Madam Nogaret, 
he was like to have Laugh'd our at that Word, 
bur ſqueezing him by the Hand, Hold your Peace 
Colonna, ſaid I, this Intrigue is pleaſant enough to 
be carried on a little farther; do you go and 
find ſome unknown Coach that may carry me 
Home; and come and fetch me here as ſoon as you 
can, we will Laugh at our Leiſure at what is paſt 
and to come. = Ls 
Colonna return d ro Nogaret with fo great an In- 
clination to Laugh, he had much ado to contain; 
he told my Husband I enquired who he was, and 
how 1 might write to him; and having accom- | 
panied him to the King's Apartment, he ſlipr ſud- 
denly from him, and gerring into the Firſt of his 
Friends Coaches he could ſee in the Court, he came 
to take me up where he left me. | 
This Italian was a real Friend of my Husbands, 
and upon any other Occaſion but this, I could not, 
have prevailed with him to have engaged in an 
Treachery againſt Nogaret, bur he thought he ſhould 
do hima particular. piece of Service to revive his 
1 _ Paſſion 
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Paſſion for me, and he judg'd this Intrigue as like- 


y be thought on. 

Being got Home I pulled of my New Gown, 
charged my Women ta ler no Body ſee it, nor 
to tell any One that I had ever worn it; and 
having put on that again in which Nagaret had 
lefr me that Morning, I conſulted with Colonna 
which way to ſpin out this Comedy. As to my 
Husband's Neglect of me I was altogether inſenſible, 
and I had no deſign of curing him of that by this 
Stratagem; but I found the Story would be pleaſant, 
ard reſolved to purſue it to the utmoſt: I had not 
Wir enough to have invented it; bur ſince Fortune 
hal been fo propirious, I reſo:ved as much as I could 
to improve it. 6 | 

Colenna encouraged my Reſolution, and return- 
ing to N:garet, ſaid as many good Things of me 
then, as he had done bad before he knew me: 
In earneſt, ſaid he, the unknown Lady in the 
Garden is very Handſome, I fee no Body at Court 
hath a better Preſence, and if what her Mask hides 
be as graceſul as what is diſcovered, believe me 
ſhe is the greateſt Beauty in the World: Nogaret 
embraced him for his News, as having told him 


IT was; he proteſted he had never been ſo much 
in Love in his Life. I encreaſed this Paſſion by 
three or four Interviews, where I muſt needs 
ſay, I uſed the urmoſt of my Skill ro triumph 
over the Error of my fantaſtical Husband _ 

It was then Carreval Time in France, in which 
the People run up and down the Streets in Compa- 
nies in Maſcarade, and the Tn was full of Diver- 


ph and as Innocent to accompliſh it, as could poſ- 
tbly ne” 


Fg ſomething extreamly to his Advantage, and then 
S earneſtly urging his Aſſiſtance in the Diſcovery who 
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tiſements. The Manner in which Nagaret and I 
lived permitted, us not to he often in the ſame Deſign; 


we had each of us our Society, land when he was 


gone Abroad with his Clan, I dreſt my ſelf in 
Clothes he did not know, and taking only two of 
my Women, whom I had enjoined ſtrictly ro make 
no mention of my Name, I followed him from 
one Company to another, to add new Smart to 
his old Wound if it were poſſible. The alteration 
a Mask gives to a Voice, diſguiſing mine ſo well, 
that Nogaret never ſuſpe&ed me to be any Body, but 
the unknown Lady in the Garden, and under that 
Quality I could not ſpeak one Word but Inchanted 
tim. | . 
would prevail, to give him an Opportunity to wait 
upon me at Home; but he remembred the Jea- 
lous Husband I had mentioned in our Firſt Con- 
ference, and that bro me off there; and when 
from the Propoſition of Viſits he came ſo low as 
to be contented with the bare Sight of me now 
and then. I told him I had no great Confidence 
in Courriers, and 1 would have a little farther 
Experience before I would diſcover my ſelf ; that 
if he perſiſted in his earneſtneſs ro ſee me, or 
attempted to have me Watcht, I would leave my 
Houſe the next Day, and conceal my fſelr ſo well 
for the future, he fhould give me over far 
bon | i 3 
This Fear kept him in the Temper I would have 


him; but to require his Complaiſance, I ſent him 


ſeveral Letters, which Colonna cauſed to be tran- 
ſcribed, and 1 received ſeveral of his Anſwers; I 


had many of cheſe Regales from him while the 


Carnival laſted; but that growing near to an _ 
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He conjured me by all that he could imagine : 
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and Nogaret preſſing daily for ſome Eaſe of his 


| Martyrdom, as he called it, I reſolved to put an End 


to this Comedy, and give him a Sight of me. I 
appointed him a Meeting at a Country Houſe about 


* 
5 
2 


Days; he had like ro have died for Joy at the 
Wes, he griped my Hand with ſuch Tranſport, he 


gave him that Aſſignation to the Day he was to 
meet, he took ſo little reſt, I began to pity him; 
ne was in a perpetual trouble, changed his place 
every Quarter of an Hour, and hardly ſlept a Wink, 
but at length the defired Day arrived. 


Rendezvouz till after Sun- ſet, yet he came into 
my Chamber, we not lying together, in the Morn- 
ing before Day, ready Drelt ; I prerended to ad- 
mire his Diligence, and ask d him what might be 
the Cauſe. 
Order from the King to be executed by him, and 
that in Expectation of it, he was to be ready 
all Day; this Invention made me ſmile, and re- 
ſolving to put my Prevaricator to it as much as 


Supping to Night with a certain Friend of ours, 
ro whoſe Houſe I have engaged to bring you 
along with me; yes, doubtleſs, reply'd Nogaret a 


will be Night before I can Execute it: Alas! 


you before Day, for an Affair which you believe 
cannot be diſpatch'd before Night; you know my 
exactneſs, reply d my Diſſembler, in what relates 

| EE. | _ tg 


three Miles from the City, where I told him 1 
had got leave of my Husband to retire for ſome 


forgot he hurt me, and from the Night in which I 


Nogaret by Agreement was not to come to the 


He told me, he was to receive an 


I could, Will this Order, ſaid I, hinder you from 


little haſtily, it will hinder me, for perhaps it 
ſaid I, and how comes it to paſs that you Dreſs 


to my 1 
Twelve 
ſtay for 


plyd J, 
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you witl 
you wil 
this time 
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o my Duty to my Maſter, I had rather be ready 
Fwelve Hours too ſoon, then have his Buſineſs 
tay. for me one Moment: Good, my Lord, re- 
ly'd I, taking him by che Hand, be of my Company 
o Night, let me perſuade you, I do not often trouble 
ou with Importunities, bur I muſt needs tell you, 
ou will difoblige me exceedingly if you refuſe me 
his time. . | 

My Husband always carried himſelf with great 
eſpe& toward me; for when under the Name 
f the Country Lawyer's Wife, I deſired to know 
nis Opinion of his own Spouſe ; he ſtill. ſtop'd 
ny Mouth, and told me it was Sacred, and not 
o be diſcovered; I confeſs I have no great Paſ- 
ion for her my ſelf; but I have ſo much eſtem 
or her, I would die a Thouſand Deaths before 
iny ſhould ſpeak ill of her, and for me to 
peak well of her I ſuppoſe is none of your 
Deſign. EE Cf 

This moderate Husband of mire having denied 
me a thing I had fo earneſtly requeſted, he diſ- 
guiſed his Refuſal with the beſt Reaſons he could 
think of; but all that would not diſcourage me, 
I kiſſed him, 1 carreſſed him, I upbraided him, 
and deſired this Compliance, as the only thing 1 
would ever ask him again: Alas! I expected not 
he ſhould promiſe me, I know as well as he 
what obliged him to the contrary ; bur it pleaſed 
me not à little to give him this Diſquiet, as a 
Puniſhment for his Contempt of me: To be ſhorr, 
in diſpighr of my Complaints and Reproaches, 
away he went in order to his Aſſignation, and 
that none might take Notice of his * he 
would not not uſe a Horſe of his own, but took 

7 8 - 4 : 
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a Hackney in a by-place of the City, and wich- 
out any of his Servants, away he went to the 
Houte where I had appointed him to meet; 
I was got thither ſome Hours before him, [for 


- beſides that he was not to come before Night, 


and I went from Home preſently after Din- 
ner; he had an unlucky Accident by the Way, 
which gave him a ſtop; he was very ill mounted, 
and the hopes he had, fo much emp'oy'd his 
Thoughts that he regarded not which way his 
Beaſt went; it was late, fo that the Darkneſs and 
Duſt concurring, his Horſe led him fairly into a 
Slough, from which he had much ado to diſen- 
gage himſelf. | | | 

Had this Misfortune happened to an ordinary 
Lover, there had been no great Matter in it; Love 
takes delight many times to ſport. it ſelf with 
the imparience of Lovers; but to have it hap- 
pen to a Husband, going to an appointment with 
his own Wife; and this Lady he ſollicited wich fo 
much Zeal, (without knowing her). and went to 
meet in deſpight of ſo many Dangers and Im- 
pediments, to be daily at his diſpofing in his own 
Houſe, was ſo pleaſanc a thing as perhaps the like 
never happened before. N 

Poor Nogaret finding himſelf in«a ſtinking Bog, 
upon an inſenfible Jade, who deſpiſed the Cor- 
re&ion, both of his Hand and Heel, made a 


Thouſand Vows to Love to deliver him out of 
ſo Villanous a Place; he thought once to have 
alighted off his Horſe, and tried to have diſ- 
engaged himſelf on Foot; but beſides that the 
Slough was Deep and Muddy; he had but one 
pair of Breeches about him, and was unwillin 
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> Spur'd, he Swore, he Repined; bur that he 
1ght have done long erough, had not the Of- 


ious Colanna come in luckiy to his Afſi- 


ince. | | 
This good Man 1magining very diſcreetly, thar 


is Intrigue betwixt Nogaret and me, could not 


'obably be diſcovered without ſome kind of 
iſpleaſure, came to prevent by his Preſence 


y ill Conſequences that might ariſe; the Moon 


15 up, and Nogaret knew him by the Light 


it, he cried our to have him come to him; 


1! my Dear Friend, ſaid he, (with a Voice 
embling betwixt Choler and Cold) help me, I 
ſeech you, I can do no more, I have been two 
ng Hours in this Slough, and withour your 
ſſiſtance, I am like to be here all Night; 
lonna knew him, and ſeeing him in ſuch a 
ondition, for an Enterprize which deſerved bet- 


r Luck, was ſo pleaſed with the Adventure that 


> could not Anſwer him for Laughing, how 
id Nogaret to im in a Rage, Is it thus you 


elieve your Friend, when he hath ſo much 


ed of your Aſſiſtance? What Aſſiſtance would 
Mu have, repiy'd Colonnna, Laughing all. the 


hile: 4 am neither Plow-Man nor Porter, and ir 


duld require all their Aſſiſtance to help you out 
© che Mire; What in the Name of ill Luck do 
du there? And how came you to march alone 


| the Night without any Servants, and upon an 


ply Jade that is none of your own? We will 
risfy you with theſe Queſtions hereafter, reply d 


ogaret, much diſcompoſed with Anger and 
wine d, . no "ume for "ack res 


145 : 
| defile them in ſuch an Adventure; he kick d, 


n 
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28 theſe, but do what you can J beſeech you to ſhame W 
. dehiver mm. | 


\ 
OO er” ern —— — 


his old Hackney was dying; but my Husband's 
Impatience nor ſuffering to ſtay for another, he 


arrived, ſeeing the Hour paſt, and not daring: to 
fy my Abſence, if it ſhould be required. N-garet's 
Candle ro my Bedfide ; he threw himſelf upon 


had been Mad. | 


19% — — EIA Ace ei nes; a — a 


7” | great 
Colonna alighted, took his Hackney by the Bridle, [Wife, a. 


 Tpoke to him, bantered him, till ar laſt with elf bett 


much ado, he got him ro a place where Nogaret amazed 


might throw himſelf off on his Back upon the never ha 


Ground. When he was Landed they march'd but your 
together ro the nexr Village, where my poor for you 
Husband was ſcrap'd and made clean, and C- your He 
lonna ſent to get another Horſe for him, for fuiky of 
o You 
hat you 
other 
he Mas! 
8 
This S 
this Perſ 
known, 1 
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over 36-7 
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leap'd vpon Colonna's, and rid away full ſpeed to 
che place of Aſſignation. I was in Bed when he 


venture Back to Paris in the Night, I reſolved 
to lye where I was, being aſſured I could juſti- 


Tranſport was ſo great, when he found himſelf 
alone in my Chamber, chat he forgot to bring the 


his Knees, and taking me by che Hand, he kiſs d 
it with ſo much Joy and Affection I was afraid lie 


I conteſs 1 began to be troubled at this Mi- 


ſtake, and ſhould have thought my ſelf much in- down Sta 


debred ra Fortune had ſhe done that in my Fa- his Horſe. 
vour, Which ſhe had done in this. He threw him us ill ſatis 
ſelf upon the Bed, embraced my Knees througtſhiq been 
the Counterpane, and gave me a Thouſand Thank ge was 
in the beſt Language his Love could Suggeſt pn, 7 told 
tur his Tranſport being a little over, he dreuhnd 1 un 


the Curtains wide open, and in the unknowiſly,,,,,- b 
Perſon he ſo tenderly loved, he diſcovered tleſng for m 


lame 
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me Woman he had ſo long defpiſed ; he ſwore 
great Oarh, I think in my Conſcience tis my 
/ite, and ſtepping a little back to inform him- 


if better, he fell down under the Chairs, fo | 


nazed at his Adventure, I doubted he would 
ver have recovered ; no, Sir, ſaid I, it is none 
ar your Wife, you fee how Dangerous it is 
r you to commit your ſelf to the Conduct of 


our Heart, which you never ſuſpe&ed to be 


tiky of this Miſtake; Mariana is fo indifferent 


you under the Name of Madam Nigaret , 


at you could not think ſhe could charm you in 
other Shape; I am nevertheleſs the Lady in 


ie Mask you were fo taken with in the Gar- 


en. N 
This Shape, theſe Eyes, this Neck, in ſhort, all 


us Perſon you ſo paſſionately deſired when un- 


nown, is the very tame you look upon ſo dif- 
ainfully now you know me; I ſent you Word in 


ne of my Letters, that your Paſſion would be 
rer as ſoon as you ſaw me: I know not whe- 
er Nagaret tired with theſe Reproaches could 
ndure them no longer; or whether his Indig- 


ation for being deceived, augmented the Horror 


e expreſt at the Sight of me, but he ran 


own Stairs as faſt as he could, and calling for 
is Horſe, away he went for Paris with all ſpeed, 
ill ſatisfied now with his Aſſignatcion as he ever 
ad been pleaſed. f 

He was ſcarce gone a Moment but Colonna came 


„ I told him what had paſt at our Interview, 


nd I underſtood from him what had befallen 


iagaret by the Way; I could not forbear laugh- 


g for my Heart, when I fancied him in the Pud- 
JJ ns 
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dle; but my Kindneſs returning after a while, 1 
diſpatcht Colonna after him, leſt ſome new Acci- 
dent might befal him; I lookt upon this as a Jeſt, 
and hoped Nogaret would have thought ſo too, 
but I was miſtaken in my Opinion; he was fo 
much enraged at the Fallacy, that he hath not forgi- 
ven me. to this Day: Colonna told him, ic was 
Fortune that began ir, and if either of us had 
Reaſon to complain, certainly it was I: He re- 
ply'd, That it was an Impoſture, and that a Wo- 
man who could diſguiſe her ſelf ſo well, would 


ever ſhe had a mind to ir. Seeing no way to 


your Majeſty to grant us that Priviledge which you 
are pleaſed to afford ſuch Husbands as are diſſatis- 
ſied with their Wives. 5 

He ſeemed averſe at firſt, conſidering the Con- 


are burthened with their Wives are * to 
try any Experiments that may eaſe them. Upon 
theſe Terms we left our Country, and are now 
preſent in your Court; bur, Madam, ſuch is the 
Inconſtancy of my Stars, that now I have the 
Liberty of parting with Nogaret, it makes me be- 


ſeech you therefore moſt excellent Princeſs (lying 


that Mgaret may not have the Permiſſion he 
now Demands ; The Neceſſity of our Loving one 


but the Freedom to hate may revive our Aﬀe- 
Rions ; ſhe had ſcarce ended her Petition bur Dul- 
cinus came in, to defire his Queen in the behalf of 
Nygaret to grant no ſuch Permiſſion to Mariana. 


In 


molify him, I propoſed he ſhould come before | 


dition he ſtood in in France; but the good Men that 


gin to think our Separation inſupportable: I be- 
at her Feer) obtain of the King on my behalf 


another begar our Antipathy, and who knows 
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in ſhort, this Couple took one another again, and 
oved as entirely as when they were firſt Married; 
ind their Example was followed by many a good 
Man and his Wife, who went back to France, and 
y renouncing, the Privilege of Divorce, demonſtrated 
o the World, That Liberty to change takes away 
he defire to do it. „ 

Soon after the Princes of Jtaly, to make void 
his Pernicious Law, raiſed ſtrong Forces, and de- 
prived Dulcinus of his Kingdom. 


G 3 - NOVEL. 
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The Noble Rec:mpence. A Contract of Marriage 
being entred into between Two Toung Lovers 
before it was celebrated, an Old Nobleman fall 
in Love with ber; and with much Reluctant 
and Perſuaſin, they were both obliged to conſen 
to his Marrying her. The Nobleman Dyes ar 
leaves her all his Eſtate: She makes her fir} 
Love a Noble Recompence by marrying him, and 
thereby enjoying his Eftade and Honour. | 


TN Aſcoli, a City in the Kingdom of Naples, 

an honeſt Merchant's Son, called Metran, jfe!l 
in Love with a Citizens Daughter, named Valeria 
who was reckoned the principal Beauty of the 
Place, and as there was an equality in the Eſtate 
of their Parents; ſo the Inclinations and Diſpo 
firions of the two young Perſons ſeemed, as it 
they had been born for each other; bur as u 
foreſeen Chances happen in all Mundane Affai 
ſo theſe two Lovers, who ſeemed juſt entring into 
the Port of Happineſs, were by a ſudden Tempeſt 
driven into the Ocean, and at a great Diſtance fro! 
each other. . : | 

The Father of Valeria was much obliged to 4 
Nobleman who dwelt in that City, named Pe! 
lamont, and under his particular Protection, whe 
upon ſevera' Occaſions atſfſted and ſupported him 
fo that he chovghr it 4 p int of Gratitude to in 
yire him to the þ wroching of his Daughter, ac 
cording to the uſua! Cultym of that Country; t 
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honour a Perſon for whom he had fo great a 
Kindneſs. The Aſſembly met with all decent bomp 
and Magmficence, and before them all Metran pro- 
micd that he would make Veleria his Wife, and ſhe to 
rake him for her Husband in the Face the of Church, 
on the Day that it ſhould be agreed upon be- 


cwixt their Parents: Nothing now was wanting, 
but only to proceed upon the Solemnities and Con- 
ſummarion of rhe Marriage, and a few Davs 


were preſcribed to prepare and conclude ' it: Bus 
whether Valeri: had added ro her natural Beauty 
by her Nuptial Ornaments, which made her ex- 
ceed all the reſt of the Ladies, or that the Eyes 
of the Earl were more enlightned than betore, 
her Charms had ſuch a ſudden Influence upon his 


Mind, that he loſt both his Judgment and Under- 
ſtanding at once; he was very Antient, and e%» 


treamly afflited with the Gout, which whether it 
were Hereditary, or proceeded from his own In- 


Intemperance in his Younger Years, ought to 
have deterred him from inrolling himtelt - again 


under Cypid's Standard, where the Old and the 


Gouty are ſeldom- Welcome : He endeavoured to - 
defend himſelf againſt the Aſſault which chis 
nocent Beauty had made upon his Reaſon; but find- - 


ing it difficult, if not impoſſible, to ſubdue his 
Paſſionate Deſires, he deſigns to cure himſelf by 


marrying her; he thereupon goes to the Father 
of this fair Conquereſs, and weeping like a Child, 


repreſents his Paſſion to him; ſo that Bernardo 
his Antient Friend took Pity on him, and told 
him, he counted it a great Honour and Condeſ- 
cenſion in him, that he ſhould. requeſt to have 
his Daughter in Marriage; but, my Lord, ſaid he, 
you know ſhe is betrothed to another, and chis En- 
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gagement cannot he made void without the Corr 
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r 


tent of both parties: I ſhall, replyd the Earl 
deal bounrtfully with Metran, and provide fo well 
for your Daughter, that neither of them ſhall re- 
pent of comp ying with my Defires. | 

This News was carried by Bernardo to Metran, 
who. poor Man received it as the Sentence of his 
Death, and indeed to rend ſo ardent a Love from 
his Heart, was no leſs than to tear his Soul from 
his Body; he fell preſently into a Swoon, ſhew- 
ing thereby that he could not grant ſo difficult a 
Requeſt without Loſs of his Life : This raiſes 


Compaſſion in the Father, to ſee his Daughter ſo 


extreamly beloved of him whom he had choſen to 
be his Som-in Law: He then goes to his Daughter, 


and acquaints her with the Nob'eman's Propeſt- 


tions, who made no Anſwer bur by S'ghs and Tears. 


At length ſhe began to conſider, that ſhe was 


under the Power of Metran, and having given her 
ſelf to him, it was not juſt in her to hearken 
to any ſuch Offers: On the other fide, ſhe con- 
ſidered how extream kind Bellamont had been 


to her Father, and that Ingratirude was a great 


Crime; ſhe then opened the Flood- gates of her 
Tears, tore her Hair, and had almoſt ſpoiled that 
fair Completion which Nature had ſet on her 


Face; fo little did ſhe Value that Beauty which 


the defired ſhould be only pleating in the Eyes of 
Ajorran | | 55 : 

The Father hing fo bile Encouragement from 
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agen t Metran, Wio ater many Convulſi us in 


his Mind, as not being able to digeſt chic. bitter 
Thought of ruining 1's Pretenſions to Valeria, 
took up a -couragious Reſolution; which at firſt 
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may | ſeem unkind, but being underſtood rightly 


was a Noble and Generous Act, ſince the Phi- 


loſopher ſays, That perfect Love hath no other 
end than ro procure the Benefit of the Perſon 
Beloved. | 


And thus Metran would declare the perfection 


of his Love to his dear Valeria; for knowing this 


Marriage would be ſo evidently Advantagecus to ? 


her, he freely Reſigned all chat Love and Ten- 
derneſs he had for her to promote her Advance- 


ment: The Father was ſo pleaſed with this An- 
ſwer, That he embraced him with Tears, and told 


him, that he ought to account him the beſt Friend 
in the World, and the ſupport of his Family, even 


above Bellamont, who only ſtudied his own Con- 
tent, whereas Metran deprived himſelf of the only - ® 
Good he had upon Earth in Conſideration of Ha- 


teria's Happineſs. | | 

The Father quickly acquaints his Daughter with 
the Self-denial and Condeſcenſion of Metran, purely 
out of Kindneſs to her; ſhe could not believe 
it was True, unleſs ſhe had it from his own Mouth: 
He coming into her Preſence could hardly endure 
her Looks, which ſeemed to upbraid him with 


Perfidiouſneſs and Diſſoyalty ro deſert her, and re- 
ſign her up to another; and before they could 
ſpeak, both fainted away and fell to the Ground, 
their Faces turned Pale, and they were thought to 
be juſt expiring; but proper. Means being uſed, . 


they at length recovered, and Metran made it 


plainly appear that it was exceſs of Love, and not 
Baſeneſs nor Treachery, which made him comply 8 # 
with the Nobleman's Deſire, but the greateſt Mag: 


nanimity that his Heart could ſhew to renounce 


O. 5 „ 
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the Delight of his Soul and the Joy of his Heart 
only for her Advantage. | 
Valeria could not at firſt apprehend the meaning 
of this ſubtle Diſcourſe, her Soul being ſo united to 
that of Metrans, that ſhe was perſuaded that no- 
thing bur Death could divide them; What, ſays 


give me to another? Ah! Metran, Metran, call 
you this Loving, and perfectly Loving? As for my 


Lord, bur ocfore a Prince alſo, for I eſteem not 
their own Perſonal Merits. Dear Valeria, reply d 


25 Death works now in me the ſame Effect, ſince 
my vehement Deſire of your Preferment makes me 
deprive my ſelf of the greatcſt Happineſs which I 
could poſſibly - aſpire to, and without which my 
Lite will henceforward be bur a Living Death : Live 


Rich by Marrying Bellamont, and become the Glory 
of your Relations, whilſt I Poor, Miſerable, Unhap- 
Py, and Forloen Metran waſte the remainder of my 
lad and ſorrowful Days amongſt the diſtreſſcd Lovers 
in Grief and Solitude. = 


relented at this woful Separation; but the impor- 
had made of her, and poſſibly a little Ambition, 
and Hope likewiſe that her Antient Spouſe would not 
trouble her long, and then ſhe ſhould be at her own 
rerraing. on both ſides the Words of betrothing, 


thereby made a Counteſs, her Lord becoming fo 
| 7 ” extreamly 


ſhe, canſt chou ſo eaſily forſake me, and ſo willingly 


Parr, I ſhould not only have preferr'd you above af 
Men becauſe of their Wealth and Grandeur, but for 
Metran, the Affection I. bear you being as ſtrong 


then, my moſt beloved Valeria, Great, Honourable, 


A Heart as hard as an Adamant could not but have 


tunity of her Friends, the Surrender that Metran {| 


Diſpoſe; ſo influenced rhe Mind of Valeria, that 


ſhe_was marryed the next Day to Bellamant, and 


extream 
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extreamly fond of her, that he could not endure 
her Abſence ſcarce a Moment: Mean while, Metran, 
to whom it was as bad as Death to ſee his Miſtreſs in 
the. Arms of another, went away in Diſcontent, 
wandring through Italy and other Countries for ſome 
Years, often changing Place, but never altering in 
his Love and Affection to Valeria. 8 | 
Bellamont had one Son by a former Wiſe, named 
Hillary, who was married, but had no Iſſue; it was 
generaliy reported, that he was ſo bewitched by the 
Charms of à common Courceſan, that he deſerted 
his Lawful Wife: This Creature perceiving Hillary 
doted on her, put him to very great Expences in 
Rich Gowns, and all other Chargeable Fooleries, 
which if he denied her, ſhe impudently abuſed and 
affronted him; ſo that being no longer able to en- 
dure it, he one Day in a Paſſion uſed her like one 
of her Trade, ſtabbing of her in the Face with a . # 
Stilletto: This lewd Wretch ſeeing her ſelf depri- 3 
ved of that little Beauty, which formerly procured - # 
her the Love of Mankind; ſhe grew ſo deſperate, .*% 
that ſhe cauſed one of her Lovers to Murder #i!-. "8 
lary, the Murderers making their Eſeape into the Le- 
net ian Territories. | 
His Sons untimely- Death was a great Grief to the 
Old Nobleman, and finding himfelt deprived of Heirs, 
he married this Young Lady in hopes of Iſſue, had 
not Age and the Gour oppoſed. his Deſire. How- . 
ever, the Love he had for his Young Wife, was a 
Charm to all his Troubles, which muſt be attributed 
to the Virtuous Diſcrecion and Carriage. of Valeria, 
who complied with his Humours, and won his Heart; 
the Gout, with other Maladies - incident: to Age, 
inſenſibly waſted the Earls natural. Vigour, ſo thar . 4 
ic brought him ro the Mouth of the Grave; and 
| | | : being. & 
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being ſenſible of the great Care and Kindneſs his 
prudent Wife had conſtantly ſnewed him, both in 


Health and Sickneſs, he reſolved to make her Is 
Heir, and give her all he had, which he did authen- 


rically by his Laſt Will and Teſtament, and ſoon 


after went to his Grave in Peace. 
During the Life of her Lord, Valeria endeavoured 
as much as poſſible to ſtifle the Thoughts of her 
Firſt Love, but Death having broken the Bands, and 
ſer her at Liberty to make her own Choice, ſhe re- 
ſumed her former Flames, and reſolved ro ſhew 


Nierran an Example of her Conſtancy and Fidelity; 
the therefore ſends to his- Father, defiring him to 


acquaint his Son with the Death of the Earl, and 


to require him to return home, ſhe having ſome- 


Ming to acquaint him with that might be to his 
Advantage; Metran was then at Genoa, and endca- 


oured to divert his Melancholy among the ſtately 


talaces and other Delights, with which the Coaſts 


ot that Country abound; but neither the Sweetneſs 
of che Air, nor the Spring which laſts all the Year, 


neither the Wealch nor Magnificence of that Famous 
City could not divert nor allay his Trouble; bur 
being now informed of the Death of the Nobleman, 
nis Hopes began to revive, that Obſtacle being re- 
moved; he returns with all ſpeed to Aſcoli, where 
he was kindly received and heartily welcomed by 
Faleria, and ſoon perceived chat Honours do not 
Change the Manners of a Virtucus Woman: And to 


declare her Conſtancy,  Metran, ſays ſhe, becauſe you 


ſo generouſly yielded me up to- another, whereby 
Jam become a Rich Counteſs, I cannot but render 
you the Reward of your Kindneſs, Friendſhip, and 
Fel Eden and to make you Partaker of my good 
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and Honour, that I will marry you after the Year 
of Mourning is ended, not being willing to infringe 


the decent Laws and Cuſtoms of my Country,; at 
the end of this Term ſhe performed. her Engage- 


ment, and as Metran by his Refignation had made 
Valeria a Counteſs ; ſo ſhe had now advanced him 
ro the Dignity or Eſtate of an Earl, preferring him 


before many others (who- courted her, w:th great 


Offers of Augmenting her. Eſtate and Fortune, 


making him this Noble Recompence for his Fidelity, 


Perſeverance, and unchangeable Love toward her. 
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"NOVEL XIL- 


The Grateful Robber. A Gentleman giving: a Sol. 


dier a conſiderable Alms;, in his return Home 
was ſet upon by Three Thieves, who carried him 
into a Wood, and reſolved to hill him, but he 
perſwaded his Two Fellows only to bind him to a 
Tree, and at Midnight came and releaſed him. 


A S I ſtudied the Laws in the Univerſity of 
| Orleans, J heard a Scholar of Tourain relate 
the following Hiſtory, which had been formerly told 
me from the Mouth of him to whom chis Accident 


A young Man of Poictou, a Merchant's Son, was 


ſent to Tours by his Father to diſpatch ſome 
Affairs which concerned Commerce: This Yourh 
was naturally pitiful, and from his Youth inclined 
to give Alms to all that ask d without Diſtinction 
of Perſons; but though Charity be a Virtue, yer 
it ought to be praiſed with Diſcretion, or elſe 
we may encourage the wicked and debauched 
Poor, and add Fewel to their Luſts and Immora- 
lities, inſtead of relieving and ſupporting thoſe 


ſober Beggars, whom Misfortunes and Providence 


has reduced to Neceſſity. 4 

This young Man walking one Day through the 
Streets of Tiurs, which ſeems like a Garden in 
the midſt of France, met a poor Soldier, who 
though meanly apparell'd, had, notwithſtanding an 
honeſt Countenance, and asked his Charity with 
ſuch a moving Grace, that Oran freund himſelt 


inwardly inclined to relieve him, as thinking he 


was no common Beggar, and therefore inſtead of a 


Farthing, 


relieve 


aid | 


and gave it him with Words of Conſolation, with- 


ing him a happy Return into his own Country, which- 
the Soldier received in. a very gratetul manner, 
ſaying, Sir, Heaven make me able to do you. that 


Service which I deſire 1 may do; you have be- 


ſtowed your Bounty in my pinching Neceſſity, 1 


which I hope I ſhall never be unmindful of, ſince 
you have little leſs than ſaved Life; which Words 
of Complement being paſt they parted. 

Some few Days after ran l finiſned his 
Negotiation at Tours, departed from chence toward 
his own Country: But as he was croſſing a Wood, 


Three . Thieves ſuddenly. iſſued out upon him, : 


one ſeizing his. Horſes Bridle, whilſt another ſer- 
ting a Sword to his Throat, Commanded him to 
alight, and follow them into the thickeſt part of 
the Forreſt, a rude Entertainment, and an impe- 
rious Command, yet ſuch as muft be obey: 
When they had led him into the thickeſt Part 


thereof, they rifled him, and took away all his 


Money, being, about 100 Crowns, with his beſt 
Goods, and his Cloak; they then conſulted whe- 
ther to kill him or not; that will. be che ſafeſt 
Way, ſays one of them, for I know by his 
Speech he is an Inhabitant of this Country, and may 


raiſe an Hue and Cry upon us, whereby we may 
be taken; another, alchough aged, he was of the 
Tame Opinion, for ſays he, if thoſe of our Pro- 
feſſion had killed him whom they lately robbed 
in ſuch a Foreſt, they would not have made ſuch 


wry Mouths upon the Gibbet hard by. The Third, 
who was the Man that Oran had. fo generouſly 


relieved, and now. knew him again: Companions, | 
aid he, what good will his Life do us, _ his 
me rm mn 4-2 Blood: | 
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Blood will certainly cry aloud for Vengeance a- 


gainſt us; we ſhall have a Sermon, cry'd one of 


the others, choſe that uſe this Trade ought to ſtop 
their Ears againſt ſuch Conſiderations, which are 
nothing bur ro frighten: Old Men and Chil- 


fit fay 
| os” the Dead tell no Tales, and the Voyce of 
Blood is not heard, for he may be Dead and 


Rotren before ever his Carcaſe will be diſcovered 


in this Place; Friends, replyd the good Thief, 


I beg of you to ſpare his Life, for which I 
will freely give the part of the Booty that 
is due to me; I will tell you a way how to 


Save him, and yet provide for our own Secu- 


rity; Let us bind: him to a Tree, and leave him 


to his Fate, and ſo we ſhall not be guilty of 


Blood. 
By his importunate and earneſt Perſuaſions, 
they at length conſented ro this Propoſal, and 


cyran was tyed to a Tree with his own Garters, 
and they took his Horſe and Furniture with them. 


The good Thief bowing toward Cyran, as if he 
had been binding of him, whiſpered him in the 
Ear, Friend take Courage, ſays he, I will come 
this Night and releaſe you; I have not forgot 
your Alms. Theſe were comfortable Words, but 
proceeding from the Mouth of à Thief, he did 
not much rely on them; yet not to appear in- 
grateful, he Thanks him for che Rindneſs not yet 


Thus he remains bound the reſt of the Day, 


truſtng in Providence, and expecting the uncertain 


Event of the High-Way Man's certain Promiſe: 
Night coming on, the horror of Darkneſs and 
Death aſſailed him, hearing the howling and yell- 


Were 
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were ſo bold as to approach him, but having 
viewed him, and ſeeming diſtruſtful of their Strength, 
they preſently retired, but ſoon after returned 
wich greater Forces: This Beaſt is not only Cruel, 
but likewiſe ſo Subtle and Cautious, that he is 
ſeldom ſurprized with the Traps and Snares chat 


are laid for him; he looks about him, he heark- 


neth, and is aware of the leaſt Noiſe, whicli is 


wonderful in a Creature that is without Rea- 


ſon. 


Poor Cyran now thinking that his laſt Hour was 
come, heartily recommends himſelf ro Heaven, as 


one ready to give up the Ghoſt; for now a 
Troop of Wolves came Yelling and Roaring to- 
ward him, to make a Supper of. his Poor Car- 
caſe, when at that inſtant that his Hope was turn- 
ed into - Peſpair, his Deliverer appeared, who wil- 


lingly unlooſed thoſe Bonds, which he unwillingly 


had tied; we may well magine that he acknow- 
ledged this great Favour to this good Thief, who 


had now twice ſaved his Life in one Day, firſt 


from the Teeth of thoſe Ravenous Lyons the Rob- 


bers, and now from the Ravening Wolves, who. 


are Thieves that live upon Prey. 


Cyran to ſhew his Gratitude offers the Soldier 
to go with him to his own Habitation, and. that 


he would treat him as his Brother; that he 


would have him abandon that miſerable... Life, 


which doub leſs would at length bring him to & 
ſnameful End, and that he would ſettle ſuch a 
Sal'ery upon him, as he would have Cauſe to be 
contented thercwith: The Soldier replied, Sir, it 
is my full Reſolution to leave this Courſe of Rob- 


bing, of which I have for a great while had an -/ | 


Abhorrence ; I intended. therefore: to Reform, and 


am 
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I have deen guilty of; I never killed any Man, 
but have been preſent at divers Murders ; It was 
neceſſity that firſt engaged me in this vile Calling, 


lo eaſily tempted me to continue in it, though al! 
of Debauchery; and now finding no ſure Place et 


the Law, I am reſolved to retire to ſome Her- 
mirage, and defire your Prayers that I may be con- 
firmed in executing this good Deſign. TI 
This Penitent Thief thinking that the Kindneſs 
he had done, was not a full requital for his for- 
mer Charity, he deſired him to accept of his Part 
of che 100 Cromns; but Cyran not only refuſed. it, 
but freely forgiving him, proteſted that if he would 
take the Pains to accompany him to the next Town, 
he would enlarge his Bounty toward him; but whe- 
ther out of Diſtruſt, or being fully ſatisfied with 
What he had done, he heartily thanked him, and after 
mutual Embracings mix'd with Tears, they parted 
never to fee each other again. N 
The other Two Thieves about two Months after 
being diſcovered by Cyran's Cloak and Horſe, and 
accuſed of other Robberies, fell inro the Hands of 
— Provoſt Marſhal, and were executed for the 
RI | 

The good ſucceſs of Alms-Deeds, Shines ſo bright 
ly in this Relation, that were there no other Motive 
to uſe liberality towards miſerable Perſons, this is an 
Argument ſufficient to incline the moſt Avaritious to 
ſtretch out their Hands for relieving them. 


am truly penitent for thoſe many Miſchiefs which 


which for the wicked Pleaſure of gaining Money) 
we got was ſoon ſpent in Lewdneſs and all manner 


Retreat in France, where J am always in Danger of, 
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The Noble Recompence. Two young Lovers having 
contracted Marriage, before it was celebrated, 4 
Nobleman falls in Love with her, and with much 
Reluctance they were both obliged to conſent to his 


mar- 
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marrying her. The Nobleman Dies, and leaves 
her all his Eſtate. She makes her firſt Love @ 

Noble Recompence, by making her ſelf his Wife, 
and thereby enjoying the Eſtate and Honour. 
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NOVEL Xl. 


The Grateful Robber. A Gentleman giving 4 poor 
Soldier a conſiderable Alms; in his return Home 
was ſet upen by Three Thieves, who carried him 
into a Wood and reſolved to kill him, but he be- 
ing one of them, prevail d that he ſhould only be 
bound to a Tree, and at Midnight came and re- 
leaſed him. ES | 128 
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